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Jackie Wilkinson
Tel 01622 299715
stnicsafeguarding@outlook.com

For Hall Bookings
stnicholas1@outlook.com
Jenny Stone - Parish Administrator 01622 299715
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Sunday Services
Holy Communion – 1st & 3rd Sundays
OASIS All-age worship – 2nd & 4th Sundays
Morning Worship - 1st Sunday
OASIS Joint Communion – 3rd Sunday
Joint Service - 5th Sunday at
St Nicholas or St Andrew’s
11.00 am Holy Communion - 2nd & 4th Sundays
5.00 pm OASIS in the Afternoon - 1st Sunday
6.00 pm JAHFA for senior school pupils - 1st Sunday
Mondays
8.30 am Morning Prayer
8.00
9.30
10.00
10.00
10.00

am
am
am
am
am

Wednesdays
Thursdays

8.30 am Morning Prayer
10.00 am Holy Communion
7.30 pm Evening Prayer
9.00 am Prayer Space

St. Nicholas Explorers
After school club for 7-11s – term time only
Allington Primary School – Wednesday 3.15 - 4.30 pm
Palace Wood Primary School – Tuesday 3.20 - 4.30 pm

Saturday Club / Messy Church

Normally held on the 3rd Saturday morning of the month
and advertised in Grapevine.

Home Groups
Group 1 - meets on alternate Monday mornings at
23 Buckland Lane. Contact tel: 752181 Rachel Norman
Group 2 – meets on alternate Thursday evenings at various venues
around the parish. Contact tel: 764913 Mary Garrett
Group 3 - meets on Thursday afternoons 2.00pm - 3.00pm
Contact Angela on 758641

Pastoral Group

This is available to bring Home Communion, or just pay a visit to anyone
who needs it. Please phone Mary Garrett on 01622 764913
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Rev Barry Writes......
Why do we always look to the past? So many people
are thinking about last summer, such as holidays and
better weather. So much so that they are not embracing the season we are currently in. It is without question
a wonderful time of year. The changing colours of the
trees and the warm sunshine are so pleasurable.
Many people do not wish to be reminded that Christmas is coming, with
their grumbles about the shops preparing earlier each year. Personally, I do
not mind as I love Christmas and all that goes with it. But let’s not allow
those who groan to distract us from the here and now. God intended that we
enjoy the seasons and not be concerned about what has gone before or
what is to come.
I am of course thinking of harvest time. A time when we not only reflect on
the natural produce that adorns our churches at this time of year, but consider everything that we have in our lives for which we need to be thankful.
Such contemplation puts us in mind of our responsibilities as Christians. To
tell people of our appreciation and to be generous in sharing and caring. Not
to take anything, or anyone, for granted.
We lose sight of these things because our need is not as great as it once
was. Before globalisation of produce we survived on what we had grown. A
poor harvest literally meant starvation. We must seize the opportunity to
teach our children these truths and the true values of life. In the USA and
Canada this is seen as so important that it is a national holiday.
Above all Christians, and many other faiths, give thanks to God for our provision. Do not worry about these things, but are grateful and considerate of
others. We read in Matthew:
"This is why I tell you: do not be worried about the food and drink you
need in order to stay alive, or about clothes for your body. After all, isn't
life worth more than food? And isn't the body worth more than clothes?
Look at the birds: they do not plant seeds, gather a harvest and put it in
barns; yet your Father in heaven takes care of them! Aren't you worth
much more than birds? Can any of you live a bit longer by worrying
about it?
So, enjoy the season and all it represents not forgetting to be grateful to
God.
Rev Barry
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Last summer in our Bible Project series we took an
overview of the Old Testament in the course of four
weeks - that was a lot to cover.
Since then our main focus has been books in the
New Testament so for our Autumn series we have returned to the Old
Testament to consider the book of the prophet Isaiah.
The next sessions will be on Tuesday evenings, at 7.30pm in church, as
follows;
OCTOBER 8th & 29th
NOVEMBER 12th
All are welcome to attend - refreshments will be provided.
Rev Chris

Charity of the Month
Maidstone Winter Shelter
Maidstone Churches Winter Shelter brings together Churches, church members and volunteers in Maidstone. The Shelter works by each of seven venues (six local churches and the Maidstone Day Centre) providing overnight
hospitality and accommodation, one night a week for up to 15 guests over a
12 week period during the coldest part of the winter. We are supported by
almost 300 volunteers who, each night, set up the Shelter, cook and serve
an evening meal and breakfast, provide hospitality and a safe overnight environment to ensure a good night's sleep.
Your support and donations help us to -

•

Supply equipment such as beds,
and food for guests using the Shelter

•

Deliver frontline services to enable the Shelter to happen

•

Support partnership working with agencies to ensure a good outcome for guests where possible

•

Carry out research as to the causes of homelessness and the most
effective means of preventing it
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sleeping

bags,
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WEEK OF ACCOMPANIED PRAYER, 24th - 30th NOVEMBER 2019
In November 2017 we held a Week of Accompanied Prayer for the first time at
this church. It proved to be very popular with 25 people signing up, without really knowing what they were letting themselves in for.
So what did happen?
What happened was that those people took the opportunity to take a bit of 'me'
time out of each day for the period of one week. This involved them speaking
with a 'prayer guide' each day in church who then gave ideas about how best to
connect their 'me' time with God for half an hour per day - for some that might
have been just sitting quietly, for others it was going for a short walk (which is
what I did).
This wasn't about being very 'prayerful' or 'spiritual', it was about giving some
space to re-orientate. If you read my article in the September magazine you will
see I talk about the possibility of everyday pilgrimages that help us re-prioritise. I
think the Week of Accompanied Prayer is just that - perhaps it should be called
'A WEEK OF DAILY PILGRIMAGE', and I think pilgrimage is good for the health.
I believe all who took part got something meaningful out of the week and so we
are once again offering the opportunity to go on this daily pilgrimage that
doesn't ask much out of each day and may just change your outlook, even your
life.
To register your interest contact Angela Redford(01622 758641
(angela.redford@hotmail.co.uk) or pick up an application form from the back of
church.
Rev Chris
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St Nicholas 's new toilets!!
Many thanks to everyone who has supported our building
project!! We now have 3 toilets, kitchen area,
parish office and new vestry.
Please do pop in to church and see our new facilities!!
Sarah lavender
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The Advanced Years
What is the saying? ‘The spirits willing but the flesh is weak!
How true that is when joints begin to creak
And one’s pace is, sadly, rather slow.
One does not have the same ‘get up and go!’
No more pelvic exercises on the floor,
Or standing on one’s head as we did before!
No turning cartwheels on the grass
Those olden days are long since past.
And memory! That can be a trifle dodgy
As many things become rather foggy!
We rise each day eager to achieve a lot,
But sadly, the day ends and we have not
Done those things we were keen to do.
But let us, far from feeling blue
See what blessings we can count?
More than you realise, l have no doubt!
God's wonderful creation for a start,
The kindness of friends, family, strangers all play a part,
And in this age when many are stressed and full of fear
A wonderful gift we have?!
ls the LISTENING EAR!!
Ann Smith
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Going to Uni this Autumn? Or not?
This month thousands of school leavers will be anticipating with excitement
the prospect of going on in October to what they insist on calling
‘Uni’. School is over, exams have been taken, required grades achieved,
courses chosen and now the promised land of fun and freedom and a bit of
study lies ahead.
But among them is a minority who, unknown to parents or even themselves,
are anxious about it all. Will I settle into a new environment? Will I make
friends? Or will I desperately fail my parents and family? Do I really want
this?
By the end of the first year most students have come to terms with the highly individual nature of university life. Some will find adjusting difficult. Isolation and loneliness, as we all know, are extremely stressful. If the problems
persist then professional help should be sought, perhaps through the university Student Health Team. Unrecognised, or hidden, this anxiety can have
serious consequences.
What can parents and family do to identify and help those potentially isolated students? We can make ourselves available on the phone or internet – a
familiar voice in a new setting. We can pray for them. We can make sure, on
their home visits, that they actually talk about their new life – study, friends
and leisure.

Answers may not come readily, but there is one point you can make that
helps to put anxieties into perspective. If they have discovered that university life is not for them let them know that they can leave. They have a choice!
Many are reluctant to do this because they are aware that parents have
largely financed their education, and they have let them down. Assure them
that is not so – love is not like that. If ‘Uni’ is not for them sit down together
and look at the options. There is plenty of life outside of Uni! Parish Pump
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THE GRACE OF DISCRETION
This phrase was new to me. It came as the title of the second part of writings by the fifth century monk John Cassian. Here he was recalling a long
discussion in one of the early monasteries in Egypt.
The leader of the discussion said that first it was important to set out why
the Grace of Discretion was so desirable. This had been passed down by
the words of the early desert fathers – or senior monks. It had became evident that early pilgrims were in danger of abandoning their faith. They had
made or were about to make unwise choices because they did not understand the importance of discretion: This was sent as the Spiritual or Godgiven strength to make the right choice when a number of alternatives were
available.
For instance, some may have chosen the route of fasting. Some had chose
very long periods of solitude in a very isolated location, in one instance even
refusing to attend Easter Day celebration with other pilgrims. Some may
have given a long time to vigils. While others thought that their main need
was to study the Psalms or passages from the Gospel. These things may
have seemed good in themselves. But not every pilgrim was meant to follow exactly the same path.
Sometimes, the lack of discretion would show itself in more obvious ways.
A pilgrim who had earlier given up wealth and worldly goods might be seen
arguing fiercely over use of a knife or a fork. Another would often hide a
biscuit in his cloak. And another still could have become lukewarm in his
faith. What was a low hill for one person to climb could prove to be a
mountain to climb for someone else. So a pilgrim without the Grace of Discretion could fall like a leaf from a tree or be like a city without any surrounding wall and be open to influences of a wrong kind.
Earlier, St Paul had listed different spiritual gifts given to different people.
Some receive a word of wisdom, some have a really deep faith, some have
a gift of giving some kind of healing to others. All these works come from
the same Holy Spirit of God but different pilgrims would find that they were
meant to receive a gift appropriate to them.
One aspect of discretion, both in the New Testament and in the writing of
John Cassian, was in relationships with other people. This could have included what is said to others and what others say to a pilgrim. It could have
included attitudes and respect. And it could have included how a pilgrim
tried to deal with issues that on the surface gave rise to anger or resentment.
In those days the Gift of Discretion might have also been highly sought by
the Abbots or leaders of a Christian Community. Christianity had only recently been made legal in the Roman Empire. And although Abbots and
12

their monasteries were in isolated places
away from the pressures of urban life, there
was little or nothing yet laid down on how
their communities should live out their faith.
So the Grace of Discretion, the God-given
ability to make wise choices, was seen to be
the mother of all virtues. It was something
highly valued. And it could have emerged
through being in a community where there
were those of greater experience were
around.

Robin Hiam

ALLINGTON COMMUNITY MARKET
Friday 4th October
12 noon to 3.00pm
St Nicholas Church Hall - Poplar Grove Allington

Refreshments available - provided by Little Fant Farm
Come and support your local independent traders!

ALLINGTON LIBRARY

PLEASE NOTE REVISED OPENING HOURS FROM
30TH SEPTEMBER 2019
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Closed all day
9am – 1pm
9am - 1pm
Closed
9am - 1pm
9am - 1pm

2pm - 5pm
2pm - 5pm
2pm - 5pm
2pm - 5pm
Closed

Rhyme Time – Every Thursday 2.15pm – 2.45pm
Talk Time – Every Friday 10am – 11.30am
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Samaritans - Maidstone

I would like to take this opportunity to say a little bit about the Maidstone
branch of Samaritans and the work we do:
Samaritans Vision is that fewer people die by suicide. In the UK and Ireland
each day 16 people will take their own life. Suicide is the biggest killer of
men under 50, with men aged 20-59 at the highest risk.
Every six seconds, Samaritans respond to a call for help….so in just one
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hour there will be Samaritans around the country including our
branch answering 600 calls for help. There is no typical person who calls
Samaritans’ helpline. There is no typical problem that people talk to us
about. It doesn’t matter what kind of problem they have or how big or small
it may seem compared to the problems other people have. What matters to
us is how their life is making them feel.
We don’t have a magic wand to make people’s problems disappear. We
know that life can be unbelievably tough…but given the chance, many people are able to find a way through their problems themselves…. our support
may help them find their own way forward.
Here in Maidstone we currently have 100 volunteers in our branch who man
the phones for 120 hours per week as well as answering emails and text
messages from callers and seeing visitors face to face. The fact that
we’re all volunteers, not paid professionals, is really important. We come
from all kinds of backgrounds; we’re men and women of all ages. We’re
trained to listen to people and help them to talk through their worries, troubles and concerns. We have the experience of talking to all kinds of people,
each of them different.
Within our branch we have a highly proactive Outreach team who are involved in various programmes from giving talks or training to firms and businesses, going into schools to talk about emotional health, supporting our
two local prisons, supporting Mid-Kent College, visiting the local homeless
shelter and working with Maidstone leisure centre, the YMCA in Loose
and Maidstone United Football Club to raise awareness of our service and to
try and reach out in particular to the men in our community. The outreach
team do all this is in addition to giving their listening hours each week.
On top of all of this we, the volunteers, have to raise all the funds we need to
keep the branch open and running. Responding to each caller that contacts
us, costs on average £5 and in May we responded to 2160 callers…..which is
why we are so grateful to everyone who supports us in any way that they
can. If you would like to become a volunteer with the Maidstone
branch.....either as a listening volunteer or as a support volunteer then
please contact Marion at
Maid.Sams.Vol@outlook.com
Sue Christmas
Director
Maidstone & Weald Samaritans
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Encounter

Evening Worship at St Nicholas Church
Sunday 13th October 6.30pm

Youth & Organisations News
The summer is nearly over and we
can now look forward to the autumn and winter seasons! A number
of MU members from the diocese
helped at our ‘AFIA Holiday’ for
families held in West Sussex and
we have all been humbled by the
great success it turned out to be! I
hope to produce a presentation to
show you all that transpired early
next year at our regular meeting.
‘Thank You’ to those who prayed for
good weather during the week,
your prayers were answered!
This month we welcome Emma
Tanner to our regular meeting to
talk about the local ‘Princess Project’ and look forward to hearing

about it. Please do come along!
As you may have seen we are also
organizing a ‘Let’s Get Together’
evening on Tuesday 15th October to
help promote and inform others locally who might be interested in the
work that Mothers’ Union is
doing.
Chris Cook (01622 670240
Branch Leader

ALLINGTON
CASTLE
Our August social evening was great fun with
two quizzes set by Mary and delicious cakes provided by Sandra. At
our meeting on 16th October Alison
Ellman-Brown will give a talk on
“The Strawberry Thief” one of William Morris’s most popular fabric
16

designs.
We are going back to the
excellent fish and chips restaurant in
Dymchurch on 2nd October and possibly a visit to a garden centre before
heading home. The competition is an
item beginning with C.
Joyce Foster

ALLINGTON GARDEN CLUB
On 15th August one of our members
opened up their garden for us to look
round. It was a really pleasant afternoon, spending time looking and discussing plants, having tea/cake and
then a general natter.
Our next meeting is on 3rd October
when our talk will be on ‘House
Plants’ with John Negus.
And just a reminder we are having
Christmas in November this year.
Visitors are welcome to come to our
meetings.
.Pam Blake
WESTBOROUGH
BOWLS CLUB
I know that you have all
been on tenterhooks waiting
to hear how our Maidstone & District
Friday Night Triples team did. If you
recall, we were in second place with
just a couple of games left. Going into
the final match of the season, we
needed to win one out of the two
simultaneous games we were playing
against Penenden Heath. I am very
pleased to say that we did just that!
Subject to final confirmation at the
league AGM, we will now be promoted into Division 3. Well done to all our
players over the course of the season.
The M&D Triples league is a menonly competition but the ladies do
have
their
own
tournaments.
Peasmarsh Bowls Club recently held
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a one-day event which our ladies
attended. Not to be outdone by the
men and in the face of fierce competition, our team triumphed and
brought home the winners’ shield.
Congratulations to them on a magnificent performance.
Talking of Peasmarsh, here is a trivia
question for you. Which famous celebrity once lived at Blossom Wood
Farm, Peasmarsh? I will give the answer next month.
And that leads me very neatly onto a
plug for our autumn quiz. It is open to
all and will be on Saturday 26th October at the Barming Village Hall
(Heath Road). Doors open at 7:00 pm
for a 7:30 pm start and the cost is £6
per person. You can form a team of
between 6 and 8 people with friends
or we can accommodate smaller
groups who are happy to share a table with others. Our quizzes are always a really fun evening so if you
are interested, please contact Rosemary on 01622 727317. I can guarantee that the questions will be much
easier than the Peasmarsh one because I am one of the question setters!
Steve Cordery 725650
steve@westboroughbowls.co.uk
www.westboroughbowls.co.uk

OPEN CIRCLE
It’s been another enjoyable month for
reading, though nothing too taxing (well it
is the holidays). Having read Robert Galbraith’s Lethal
White with the central characters of
Cormoran Strike and Robin Endecott,
I realised I’d actually missed the third
one in the series so went back to

read Career of Evil. All of these novels are very well-written and thoroughly enjoyable and well-worth
reserving at the library. Career of
Evil involves men from Strike’s past,
all of whom have a reason for hating him and wanting to take revenge on him in particularly gruesome ways. Strike’s personal life,
intertwining with the murders,
makes this another interesting novel.
I went on to read another by David
Baldacci, End Game, with American
government agents, Will Robie and
Jessica Reed, involved in a twisted
tale of murder and the manufacture
of synthetic drugs in a small town
called Grand and the search for
missing boss Roger Walton. It’s a bit
of a page-turner, just right as a holiday read, As was Jo Nesbo’s The
Son. This was a cleverly-written
novel with the central character,
Sonny, a murderer whom you feel
sorry for and understand his motivation!
I’m currently reading a very different kind of book, Lives of Girls and
Women, the only novel written by
Alice Munro. I picked it up at the
library purely by chance and am
enjoying it very much, Written
through the eyes of a young girl,
Del Jordan, growing up in a small
Canadian town, it brings to life the
family and small-town events
which surround her. The novel won
the Man Booker Prize, and Alice
Munro is a winner of the Nobel
Prize for Literature.
Our meetings this month will be on
Wednesday October 9thth and
Wednesday October 23rd. Ring Mar-

garet 672985, or Anne 764063 for venues. Everyone is always welcome.
Dianne White 756660

ST NICHOLAS
FELLOWSHIP
Those who were unable
to attend the September
meeting, the first meeting
after our summer recess, missed an
amusing and interesting presentation
by Rev Chris on his ‘Camino de Santiago Walk experience. Our sincere thanks
to him. We finished the meeting with
cups of tea and biscuits.
The next meeting is on Friday 11th October in the Church, and will be
a .Reflection on the Past Year activities
of the Fellowship’ with Afternoon Tea,
please bring a plate of cakes/scones
etc.
You will receive a warm welcome at
any of our meetings.
Michael Froude
01622 759098
MID KENT FUSCHIA GROUP
At our meeting at St Nicholas Church
Hall on 14 October our speaker is Steve
Bradley. His talk is entitled Autumn in
the Garden. Our meetings start at
7.30pm
Non members are always welcome as
guests at a nominal charge of £2 each.
Mary Hart
Secretary
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Family Quiz Night
Fundraising for Chris Stone’s World Challenge
expedition to Vietnam

Doors open 6.30pm, quiz starts 7.00pm
£5 per person, tables of up to 8
(any age welcome)
Bring your own drinks and snacks
To book, contact Jenny on:
menhirs@outlook.com or 07442534148
St Nicholas Church Main Hall, Allington ME16 0DE

WIT

&

WISDOM

St. Nicholas Church Hall
Poplar Grove, Maidstone

Saturday 19th October 7.30pm
Teams of 6-8
£5 a head
Tea and coffee provided –
bring your own drink and nibbles
Bookings – 01622 204569

In aid of THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY
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Coffee and Chat?

We are thinking of setting up a weekly coffee morning on Tuesdays between 10 and 12 am, at the back of Church and using the new kitchen that
has now been fitted.
The coffee morning is intended for all; existing church members and those
who have no contact with St Nicholas’. It is hoped that it will provide a good
social opportunity and that it might be of particular value to those who may
live on their own. Many of us have grown up children and know just how
busy their lives are. We are often reluctant to make additional demands on
them and so this coffee morning may well be a place where we can meet
with others; others who we can ask if they know of a good electrician etc. or
share any other query or concern.
We hope the coffee morning will add yet another way in which St Nicholas’s
can be active in its local community – this time by providing a regular,
friendly and welcoming place to meet over a cup of coffee. Why should the
church do this? Well, not to press gang people to come to church services!
Rather, it is one more way in which we can serve others which, after all, is at
the heart of the gospel.
Thank you to all who have already expressed an interest in helping with this.
There will be a meeting at 10am on Tuesday 24 September at the back of
church (over a cup of coffee or tea) to talk about more details. Please come
if you have already volunteered to help, if you have any ideas that might be
useful, or if you are just interested to hear more.
Hope to see you on 24 September, but if you can’t come and have a suggestion, please do contact me.

Liz Walker
Email: canonliz.walker@gmail.com
Tel. 07434 156563
20

Let’s Get Together!
An invitation to all those who might be interested
to hear what Mothers’ Union is involved in locally,
nationally and internationally and how you can get
involved!

Tuesday 15th October
St. Nicholas Church 7.30pm
Come and enjoy a glass of wine and nibbles!
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Notice
Thursday 17th October 2.30pm
‘Women in the First World War’
Melanie Gibson-Barton
ALL WELCOME TO ATTEND

Octob

Dates for y

Afternoon Tea will be served!

Bible
Tuesday

P

St Nicholas Fellowship
Next Meeting
Friday 11th October
‘Reflection on Past Year’
with Afternoon Tea!
All are welcome to attend!

Harves
Saturday

P

Contact Michael Froude for Details 01622
759098

Another Fol
John Cun
Steve
Saturday 2

P

Charity for October

Christm
Saturday 7

Maidstone Winter Shelter
See page 4 for details

P

Concert b
Sunday 8th De

Next Breakfast meeting
Saturday 26th October
Brian 01622 759278

grapevinemaids
22

eboard
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your Diaries!

e Project
y 8th & 29th

Page 4

st Supper
5th October

Page 10

lk Evening with
nningham &
e Shorey
2nd November

Page 9

mas Market
7th December

Page 8

by Bel Canto
ecember 3.00pm

OASIS Café &
Mums & Babes
@ St Nics
10am –12 noon in the Church
once a month
on a Friday.
An opportunity to relax and
spend time with other new
parents and members of the
local community of all ages!
Next meeting
Friday 11th October
Do join us for coffee & cake!

Saturday Club
19th October
For Primary School Children
10.00am to 12 noon

Deadline for
November Grapevine
Thursday 3rd October
Please send articles
and information to
Email:

grapevinemaidstone@outlook.com

stone@outlook.com
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Rotas for October

LOCAL CHEMISTS’ ROTA

Boots, King Street, Mon-Sat 8.30am-5.30pm, Thu 8.30am-8.00pm,
Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm.
Lloyds Pharmacy, Mid Kent Shopping Centre Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30 pm,
Saturday 9am-5pm.
Sainsbury's Pharmacy, until 10 pm Mon to Sat, normal opening times on

Sunday.

CHURCH ROTAS
Sidespeople
8.00am
October w/e
6
A Waddams
J Sargent

9.30am

11.00am

E Harrington
D & M Derry

13
20

10.00am

A Redford
C McInnes

R Froude
J Harlock

D & B Davison

27

M Salvage
D Salvage
C Colyer
I Redford
S Lavender
D Hayles

M Gentry
G Garrett

Coffee
October w/e
6
13
20
27

June Bagshaw & Liz Walker
Barbara Stratford & Michael Froude
Caroline McInnes & Bob Butcher
Jenny Stone & Margaret Salvage

We commend to the loving care of our Lord
Alvy Keeler Averil Wells Elsie Cadwallader
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Mildred Houghton

Allington Branch Mothers’ Union
OPEN MEETING
Thursday 17th October 2.30pm

‘Women in the First World War’
An Illustrated Talk by
Melanie Gibson-Barton
ALL WELCOME!
Afternoon Tea
Admission £3.00

FOR ALZEIMER’S
& DEMENTIA CARE

Handmade curtains,
blinds and
accessories
A friendly, professional service making
bespoke soft furnishings for every room of
your home
All curtain styles handmade
Roman blinds made to a perfect fit
A full measuring service
Fabric and design advice
Cushions, pelmets
and all matching soft furnishing
Very competitive rates
Anna Harries
5 Birchwood Road

01622 763685

annaharries@btinternet.com

Daily activities, outings, hobbies, shopping,
and much more.

•

•

Does your loved one suffer
from dementia?
Would you like to have a couple of hours break
during the week?

If yes, let me come and help you!
I am a health care assistant and
have 8 years of experience in this
field working in the community.

Contact Hilda Pyke for more details
07874 962013
01622 210224
Email: hilda.hca8@gmail.com
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J NORRIS
Electrical Contractor

Billy Smith
For all your Building
& Property Repairs

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES

All aspects of
domestic electrical work
NO JOB TOO LARGE OR SMALL

01634 920598 07966 511408
Email: jnorriselectrical@gmail.com

D K PLASTERING

Kitchens - Bathrooms All Plumbing Works Plastering - Electrical Carpentry - Tiling
Flooring
Painting & Decorating (inside
and out!)

All plastering carried out
at reasonable prices
For a clean and tidy job
Call David

01622 678376 or
07790 113868
For a friendly
personal service

01622 728494
07974 891795
Email dk.plastering@hotmail.co.uk

3 Birchwood Road
Allington ME16 0BB
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Block Paving
Tarmac
Tar and Grit
Drop Kerbs
Commercial Premises







Car Parks/Roads
Playground/Tennis Courts
Business Forecourts
High Pressure Cleaning System
White Lining

AG Driveways are a Maidstone based company specialising in all
types of groundwork from design through to construction.
We also offer an aftercare service to keep your
drive or patio always looking its’ best!
We pride ourselves on carrying out our work to the highest
of standards. No job is too big or too small
and all our work carries a full guarantee.

Mobile: 07710 010107 ~ Office: 01622 763538
www.agdriveways.co.uk

Email agdriveways@aol.com

“bespoke flowers – created with a personal touch”
contemporary, modern, traditional, quirky
whatever your request, we’ll meet your expectations
Allington based, covering Kent:
Call Julie, Lisa or Sara to arrange a free consultation

m: 07715 532679 or 07799 170466
e: theflowerboutique3@gmail.com
fbook: TheFlowerBoutique3
27

Elegant Tea Party
Vintage afternoon
tea china for hire.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Great for weddings,
christenings, birthdays,
anniversaries etc.
Email:
Elegantteaparty@outlook.com
Phone: 07923 040942

‘The Small Business Champions’
Start-up Advice
Fixed Fees agreed in advance
Flexible Payments
Companies / Partnerships
CIS / Self Employed
Landlords / Corp Tax
Income Tax / PAYE / VAT
Flexible Meetings
Call Gary Richards for a friendly,
free initial discussion without
obligation on

0845 521-2241

Larkfield - by the banks
Free parking at rear

ALLINGTON MARINA
Boat Sales
Chandlery
Calor Gas
Gas Oil
Craning
Engineers
Mooring
For all your
gas supplies!
We stock all cylinder sizes,
regulators and hoses.
Open 7 days a week
Collection only

01622 752057

Castle Road, Allington ME16 0NH

sales@allingtonmarina.com
www.allingtonmarina.com
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Need a Good Plasterer?
CLEANING,
SUPPLYING & FITTING OF CARPETS IN
YOUR AREA & ALL TYPES OF FLOORING
* Leather & Upholstery Cleaning
*Stain Resistant Treatments * Flame
Retardant Treatments * Persian &
Oriental Rugs * Curtains Cleaned * Hard
Floor Maintenance * Restore & Sand Floors

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS
WITH A REPUTATION FOR
RELIABILITY & PRO- FESSIONAL
EXPERTISE

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

15 years experience
Plastering & Reskim over Artex
Dry lining
Coving
Plaster boarding
Painting & Decorating
Renovation Work
Hours To Suit You
Helpful Honest Advice
Clean & Reliable

FREE ESTIMATES

David Terry
Tel: 01622 661780
Mob: 07971 919694

www.davidterry-plastering.co.uk

17 Farleigh Court, Farleigh Lane
Maidstone ME16 9BJ

www.austinservices.co.uk

KV Cleaning Services
Keep your home spotless
With a reliable friendly
professional service
Cleaning, tidying, sorting
and any personal requests
CALL KERRY
07956 469907/01622 434438
Email: kerryvinten@outlook.com
References on request
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a

● Plumbing & Heating●
dripping tap, to full gas central heating,
bathroom suites,
full upgrades on heating, including new
condensing boilers.

07909 673587
01622 764776

49 Allington Way, Allington
●Gas Safe registered
●Free Quotes ●No call out charge
●All work is fully insured and guaranteed

MW Fencing

Friendly family run fencing company that will take care of all of
your domestic fencing needs.
We can supply and fit any of the following:

Closed Board

Fence Panels

Post & Rail

Gates

Trellis
Member of Trust A Trader
We can supply and fit both concrete or wooden posts
as per your needs

For a free quotation please contact
Mark Wooler
01732 844671 or 07973 843198
Email mwfencing2011@hotmail.co.uk
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Stuart Plumbing &
Heating Services

Please mention
Grapevine
when
responding to our
advertisers!

99 Poplar Grove, Allington

Mobile: 07956 355012
Home:01622 609101
Mr S Orridge
ACOP Qualified

‘Institute of Plumbing ~
Kent Plumber
of the Year’
Gas Council Reg.
Formerly Corgi

Hall Hire
Don’t forget there are two halls at
St Nicholas available for hire
at very competitive rates
Contact stnicholas1@outlook.com
01622 299715
for further details!
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‘THE AERIAL MAN’
Family business - established 38 years

Prop: R N Ashley

DIGITAL TV AERIAL SERVICES
inc. 1st class aerial services
Your Local TV/Radio Aerial Specialist
Special rates for Senior Citizens
NO CALL OUT CHARGE, XTRA POINTS
FULLY INSURED
Enjoy your free digital channels
Also Ditton, Larkfield, Leybourne

Tel: 01732 883542

or: 01622 871614

K. B. BUILDING CONTRACTORS
FOR THE COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE

(Specialists in Cox Brothers Conversions & Extensions Since 1979)

EXTENSIONS & LOFT CONVERSIONS OBTAINING ALL PLANNING AND
BUILDING REGULATION APPROVALS
ALTERATIONS, REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE OBTAINING
ALL ELECTRICAL AND HEATING CERTIFICATES
KITCHEN & BATHROOMS TO FULL BUILDING REGS

FREE QUOTATIONS

59, Maxwell Drive, Allington, Maidstone, Kent ME16 0QY
Telephone: 01622 762410
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Mobile Hairdresser

Have your hair done in the
comfort of your own home,
by a friendly and reliable traditional
ladies hairdresser!
Competitive prices for Perms, Sets,
Colouring,
Cuts & Blow Dries!
Please call TRACY
for an appointment.
01622 754420
07879 810970

This space
available for
your advert!

Blue Dragon
Plumbing and Heating
City and Guilds Qualified and Gas Safe Registered
Boilers, Gas fire, Gas Cookers, Bathrooms, kitchens, Radiator, stopcock
changing, installation & servicing of all types of showers, hot water
cylinders, cold water cisterns, outside taps, blocked sinks, dripping taps,
leaks etc

Free estimates. No call out charge. No job to small.

All work guaranteed
Call Steve on: Mobile: 0793 8584443
Home: 01622 750176
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Please mention
Grapevine
when
responding to our
advertisers!
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Use ‘Grapevine’
to advertise
your business or services!
Email
grapevinemaidstone@outlook.com
Or phone
Jenny on 01622 299715

Osteopathic clinic for the treatment of;
•
•
•
•
•

Back, neck, joint pains
Muscular pains
Trapped nerves
Neck related headaches
Postural problems

“friendly and professional...
I wouldn't hesitate to recommend him as I think he is brilliant”
21 Warden Close Maidstone ME16 0JL

01622 260101

info@timwoodhealthcare.co.uk
www.timwoodhealthcare.co.uk
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ACA Castle Road
Maidstone ME16 0PZ
Why not come and see
what we have to offer!




Monday - Friday

Licensed Bar with Sky Sports &
BT Sports
Family bar and Function Hall
available for hire
Lounge Bar over 18's only also available for wakes
( Catering available upon request)

ACA Playgroup (Term time only)

Mondays & Wednesdays
ZUMBA 7.30pm

Call Katie

07545 556290

Call Clalre

07812 564460

Call Pat
Call Vanessa

01622 673633
07712 647797

Call Joy

01622 761346

Call Joy
Call Julie

01622 761346
07813 956187

Call Neil

07980 945378

Call Joy

01622 761346

Tuesday’s
Orchard Club for the over 60’s 1.30pm
Slimming World 5.30pm & 7.30pm

Wednesday’s

Whist Drive 1.00pm

Thursday’s

Bingo 7.15pm
Eucher Cards (Lounge Bar) 7.00pm

Saturday’s

Kungfoo (6-11yrs 9.30am)
(11-15yrs 10.30am)

Sunday’s

Bingo 8.00pm

Adult £34
Adult & Spouse £46 (inc admin fee)
Family - Adult & spouse plus 1 child (second child free) £58
(all to reside at same address)
Juniors £22
Senior (Over 60) £22 Senior & Spouse £34
Keep up to date with what’s going on !

Email secretary@aca-club.co.uk Telephone 01622 673633
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Specialising in Landlord & Tenant Law
Supporting Landlords, Letting Agents, Solicitors, Tenants

43 Earl Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1PD
T: 01622 438 551 M: 07715 532679
julie@landlordlitigation.co.uk
contracts, section 8 and 21 notices, claims, disrepair,
mediation, disputes, rent arrears, deposits, HMO’s,
Legal Update Training for Landlords and Agents

www.landlordlitigation.co.uk
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PINEBANK VETERINARY SURGERY
85 b London Road
Maidstone ME160DX

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

INDEPENDENT non corporate family run practice
SOLE veterinary surgeon
Free carpark in surgery grounds
Full onsite facilities
High standard of surgical and medical care by very
experienced team
Pet passports
Personal care and attention
24 hours emergency provision
Please ring 01622-755098
Consultations by appointment
At Pinebank we consider patient care of
paramount importance.

Paul J. Rowland
Funeral Directors Ltd.

Penenden Heath
01622 662661
4 Hillary Road,
Penenden Heath,
Maidstone, Kent ME14 2JP

Allington
01622 757177
15 Mid Kent Shopping Centre,
Castle Road, Allington,
Maidstone, Kent ME16 0PU

24 Hours a Day ~ 365 Days a Year
Serving the community of Allington, Maidstone
and the surrounding areas.
We offer a full range of services and facilities,
home arrangements at your convenience.
Free car parking

Company Director: Paul J. Rowland
www.pauljrowlandfuneraldirectors.co.uk

An Independent Funeral Director
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Use ‘Grapevine’
to advertise
your business or services!
Email
grapevinemaidstone@outlook.com
Or phone
Jenny on 01622 299715

MATTHEW WATTS
ROOFING CONTRACTOR
For all your Roofing needs!

LEADWORK, ROOF RENEWALS, TILING,
SLATING, FLAT ROOFS, CEDAR SHINGLES,
SOFFITS & FASCIAS, GUTTERING,
CHIMNEY REMOVALS/REPAIRS.
For a free quotation

Tel: 01622 661862
Mobile: 07739 185920
20+ years experience
131 London Road, Allington, Maidstone, Kent, ME16 0HF
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Small, family-run residential home • All rooms en-suite •
Varied activities programme • Day Care and Respite Care available
Tel/01622 751620 • Fax/01622 692161 • email/fairlawnreshome@aol.com •
www.fairlawnrh.co.uk
327 Queens Road, Maidstone, Kent, ME16 0ET

41

MAIDSTONE DANCE
STUDIOS LTD
Teaching in a professional but
enjoyable manner since 1963

Ballet, Hip Hop, Modern,
Street Jazz and Tap
Taught by our five fully
qualified Teachers

Based in Allington
From 1 - 8 Passengers
Local trips and
Airport Transfers

Classes available six days of the
week at various locations Allington, Bearsted, Coxheath and
Madginford or our two Dance
Studios close to the town centre

Major credit cards accepted

01622 76 55 55
07930 28 12 29
email smbtaxis@gmail.com

Pupils taken from 21/2 years
to Adults
Dance for Fun, Dance for
Fitness, or take
ISTD Examinations
For further information

Call 01622 746835
www.smbmaidsonecabs.co.uk

VINER & SONS LTD
Keith Viner
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS
THIS BUSINESS HAS BEEN RUN BY OUR FAMILY SINCE 1777
We pride ourselves on our Caring Personal Service
All Locations Covered
PERSONAL DAY AND NIGHT SERTVICE
& PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
GOLDEN CHARTER
PRE-PAYMENT SCHEMES AVAILABLE
Please contact us for further details

54 HIGH STREET, WEST MALLING, KENT ME19 6LU
Email: info@vinerandsons.co,uk

www.vinerandsons.co.uk

Telephone: 01732 842485
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E B Garden
Services
All fencing and tree work
__________________________________________________________________________________

●All types of fencing renewed and repaired●
●All kinds of trees topped, felled and pruned●
●Hedges pruned and trimmed●
●Regular lawn mowing●
●Turfing●
●Rough gardens put in order●
●Patios, paths and drives pressure washed●
●Patios laid●
●Sheds repaired and treated●
●Shed bases●
●General property maintenance●
●Gutters cleaned out●
_____________________________

No job too big or too small
— we do them all
Don’t delay phone today
Direct line:-

0780 050 4442

Free
Estimates
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Clare of Assisi - prayer and simplicity

October brings us Harvest, and Psalm 65 expresses it perfectly: “You care
for the land and water it; you enrich it abundantly. The streams of God are
filled with water to provide the people with corn, for so you have ordained
it... You crown the year with your bounty, and your carts overflow with abundance... the hills are clothed with gladness, the meadows are covered with
flock and the valleys are mantled with corn; they shout for joy and sing.”

Corn
Rain
Mud
Wheat
Abundance
Goodness

Riches
Pumpkins
Marrows
Water
Thankful
Food

Crops
Soften
Carts
Overflow
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Praise
Care
Blessing
Meadows
Flocks

WHERE AND WHEN — ORGANISATIONS IN THE PARISH

Mondays:
Quilting Web
Zumba and Seated Zumba
ALLARA Tai Chi
ALLARA Painting
ALLARA Kurling
Flair School of Dance
Flair School of Dance
2nd Allington Rainbows
4th Allington Brownies
Weight Watchers
Allington Beaver Scouts
1st Allington Guides

9.30am - 12.00pm ~ Small Hall 2nd,4th,5th
9.15am - 11.15am
11.30am - 12.30pm
1.30pm - 4.00pm ~ Small Hall
2.00pm - 5.00pm
2nd & 4th
4.00pm - 5.30pm ~ Small Hall
5.30pm - 6.00pm
4.30pm - 5.30pm @ Allington School
6.00pm - 7.30pm @ Allington School
6.30pm - 8.30pm
6.00pm - 7.00pm ~ Small Hall
7.15pm - 8.45pm ~ Small Hall

Tuesdays:Slimming World
Parent & Toddler Group
ALLARA General Meeting
1st Allington Brownies
Trefoil Guild
Allington Scouts
Kettlebridge Clog Dancing

9.45am
9.30am
1.00pm
5.45pm
7.00pm
7.30pm
8.00pm

Tel.enquiries
01622 710829
07999 444045
01622 752127
01622 759426
01622 686305
07713 260452
07713 260452
01622 685264
01622 686527
07888 740221
07770 227254
01622 672985

- 11.45am ~ Small Hall
07770 700688
- 11.30am
07527 743438
- 4.30pm ~
3rd
01622 686305
- 7.30pm
01622 685007
onwards ~ Various locations 1st allingtontg@btinternet.com
- 9.00pm ~ Small Hall
07770 277254
- 10.30pm
01622 727147

Wednesdays:Zumba
9.15am - 10.15am
Quilting Friends
9.30am - 12.30pm ~ Small Hall 1st & 3rd
Quilting Web
9.30am - 12.30pm ~ Small Hall 2nd,4th,5th
ALLARA Keep Fit
10.30am - 11.30am
Sandra’s Child Friendly Pilates 1.30pm - 2.30pm ~ Small Hall
Maidstone Dance Academy
3.15pm - 6.15pm
Maidstone Dance Academy
4.00pm - 6.00pm ~ Small Hall
2nd Allington Brownies
6.15pm - 7.45pm
Light & Life Christian Fellowship 7.00pm - 8.30pm ~ Small Hall 1st,2nd,4th
Allington Castle WI
7.30pm - 9.30pm ~ Small Hall 3rd
Maidstone Circle Dance
8.00pm - 10.00pm ~ 1st

07999 444045
01622 744170
01622 710829
01622 756475
07837 783061
01622 746835
01622 746835
01622 753563
see Sunday
01622 721170
01622 753090

Thursdays:ALLARA Committee Meeting
Creative Art & Textiles
NHS Retirement Fellowship
Sandra’s Child Friendly Pilates
Mothers’ Union
Allington Cub Scouts
2nd Allington Guides
Allington Garden Club
Mid Kent Fuchsia Group

10.00am - 12.00 ~ Small Hall 1st
10.00am - 2.00pm ~ Small Hall 3rd
11.00am - 1.00pm ~ 1st
1.30pm - 2.30pm ~ Small Hall
2.30pm - 4.30pm @ Church 3rd
6.30pm - 8.00pm @ Allington School
7.00pm - 8.45pm ~ Small Hall
7.30pm - 9.30pm ~ 1st
7.15pm - 10.15pm ~ 2nd

01622
01622
01622
07837
01622
07770
01622
01622
01795

686305
695769
670240
783061
670240
227254
685264
754855
539722

Fridays:Zumba
OASIS Café / Mums & Babes
Musical Playtime
Allington Community Market
Jenny Tai Chi
St Nicholas Fellowship
Flair School of Dance

9.15am - 11.15am ~ Small Hall
9.30am - 12noon @ Church 2nd
10.00am - 11.00am
12noon - 3.00pm ~ 1st
12.30pm - 1.15pm ~ Small Hall
2.30pm - 4.30pm @ Church 2nd
16.15pm - 18.45pm ~ Small Hall

07999
07951
07901
07747
07985
07917
07713

444045
777854
712510
822898
438296
123087
260452

Saturdays:Messy Church / Saturday Club
Men’s Breakfast
Hearty Quilters
1st Allington Rainbows
Flair School of Dance
Clouds Youth Group
Mid Kent Metal Detecting Club

Once a month as advertised
8.30am - 9.30am ~ Last
9.00am - 1.00pm ~ 1st
9.00am - 10.00am ~ Small Hall
10.00am - 1.30pm ~ Small Hall
1.30pm - 4.30pm ~ Small Hall
6.30pm - 10.00pm ~ 2nd

07951
01622
01732
07742
07713
07886
01233

777854
759278
823383
846625
260452
566984
612312

Sundays:Light & Life Christian Fellowship 11.00am - 1.30pm ~ Small Hall
Light & Life Christian Fellowship 5.30pm - 9.30pm ~ Small Hall
JAHFA
6.00pm - 7.30pm @ Church 1st

josephanderson111@icloud.com
josephanderson111@icloud.com
07951 777854

All information is for reference only and may be subject to change
- please check for further information regarding hall availability
with the Church Office on 01622 299715
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October 2019
2

3
5
6

7
8
9

10
11
13

14
15
16

17
19
20
21
23
24
27

28
29
30

Wed 9.00am
10.00am
7.30pm
Thur 9.00am
Sat
7.00pm
Sun 8.00am
10.00am
5.00pm
6.00pm
Mon 9.00am
Tue 7.30pm
Wed 9.00am
10.00am
7.30pm
Thur 9.00am
Fri
9.30am
2.30pm
Sun 9.30am
11.00am
6.30pm
Mon 9.00am
Tue 7.30pm
Wed 9.00am
10.00am
7.30pm
Thur 9.00am
2.30pm
Sat
11.00am
Sun 8.00am
10.00am
Mon 9.00am
Wed 9.00am
10.00am
Thur 9.00am
Sun 9.30am
11.00am
12.30pm
Mon 9.00am
Tue 7.30pm
Wed 9.00am
10.00am
7.30pm

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion with Mothers’ Union
Evening Prayer
Prayer Space
Harvest Supper
Holy Communion
Morning Worship
OASIS in the Afternoon
JAHFA
Morning Prayer
Bible Project
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
Evening Prayer
Prayer Space
OASIS Café with Mum’s and Babe’s
St Nicholas Fellowship
OASIS Harvest Parade
Holy Communion
ENCOUNTER
Morning Prayer
Let’s Get Together - Mothers’ Union Evening
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
Evening Prayer
Prayer Space
Mothers’ Union Meeting
Messy Church
Holy Communion
OASIS Communion (with Explorers)
Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
Prayer Space
OASIS
Holy Communion
Sunday Lunch Club
Morning Prayer
Bible Project
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
Evening Prayer

