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 Parish General Information 
 

For enquiries about Baptisms, Funerals or Weddings,  
please contact Rev Chris on 01622 297307 

Or rev.chris@hotmail.co.uk 
Also for Banns of Marriage  

(the form can be downloaded from the website). 
www.stnicholasallington.org.uk 

Jenny Stone - Parish Administrator 
Tuesdays 9.00am - 12 noon 

Fridays 9.00am - 12 noon 
Church Office ~ 01622 299715 (answerphone)  

stnicholas1@outlook.com 
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St Nicholas Church 
Poplar Grove, Allington, ME16 0DE 

 
Priest in Charge  Rev. Chris Lavender 

01622 297307       E-mail: rev.chris@hotmail.co.uk 
                                            Curate    Rev.  Barry Knott 
                         07475 468622          E-mail: rev.barry@icloud.com 
                                               Children & Families Minister 
     Fiona Higgs 
                                     07951 777854 
 
                                                       Churchwardens 
  Angela Redford    Mike Evans 
                          01622 758641             07432 713277    
            angela.redford@hotmail.co.uk           michaelevans045@gmail.com         

 
 

 
 

Secretary 
Jenny Stone 
Tel 299715 
 
Gift Aid Secretary & Weekly 
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Geoff Garrett 
Tel 753000 
 
Halls Chairman   
Alan Foreman 
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Magazine Editor 
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Magazine Distribution  
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Electoral Roll Officer 
Caleb Howard 
Tel 07738 393279 
caleb.howard75@gmail.com 
 
Parish Disclosure Officer and 
Safeguarding Officer for  
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Jackie Wilkinson 
Tel 01622 299715 
stnicsafeguarding@outlook.com 

Treasury Team 
stnictres@outlook.com 
 
 
Sacristan 
Nigel Smetham 
Tel 685007 
 
Magazine Adverts 
Chris Cook 
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Tel 670240 
 
Organist & Choirmaster 
Roger Gentry 
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Health & Safety Officer 
Alan Foreman 
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Prayer Coordinator 
Angela Redford 
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angela.redford@hotmail.co.uk 

For  Hall Bookings 
stnicholas1@outlook.com 

Jenny Stone - Parish Administrator 01622 299715 



 

 

Sunday Services 
 

  8.00 am Holy Communion – 1st & 3rd Sundays 
  9.30   am OASIS  All-age worship – 2nd & 4th Sundays 
         10.00   am Morning Worship - 1st Sunday 
         10.00 am OASIS Joint Communion  – 3rd Sunday 
         10.00  am Joint Service - 5th Sunday at  
    St Nicholas or St Andrew’s 
         11.00  am Holy Communion - 2nd & 4th Sundays                                                                 
  5.00   pm OASIS in the Afternoon - 1st Sunday 
  6.00   pm JAHFA for senior school pupils -  1st Sunday 
 Mondays    8.30 am Morning Prayer 
 
 Wednesdays   8.30 am Morning Prayer 
    10.00  am Holy Communion 
      7.30  pm Evening Prayer 
 Thursdays  9.00  am   Prayer Space 

 St. Nicholas Explorers 
 

After school club for 7-11s – term time only 
Allington Primary School – Wednesday 3.15  - 4.30 pm 

Palace Wood Primary School – Tuesday 3.20 -  4.30 pm 
 

Saturday Club / Messy Church 
Normally held on the 3rd Saturday morning of the month  

and advertised in Grapevine. 
 

Home Groups 
 
Group 1 -  meets on alternate Monday mornings at 
         23 Buckland Lane.    Contact tel: 752181 Rachel Norman 
  
Group 2 – meets on alternate Thursday evenings at various venues 
             around the parish.   Contact tel: 764913 Mary Garrett 
 
Group 3 - meets on Thursday afternoons 2.00pm - 3.00pm 
        Contact  Angela on 758641 

 
Pastoral Group 

This is available to bring Home Communion, or just pay a visit to anyone 
who needs it. Please phone Mary Garrett on 01622 764913 
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Rev Barry Writes...... 
 
 
While the cat’s away! Many have joked with me about be-
ing in charge while Rev Chris is away. What mischief can I 
get up to? This is all in jest of course, but raises two seri-
ous thoughts that effect all of us.  
 
Firstly, God’s mission, of which we are all part, must go on. It is clear that 
God is moving in our parish and we cannot afford to lose the momentum, or 
worse still, lose direction. Our purpose as a church, and in fellowship togeth-
er, is to serve God and His plans for our community. Each of us has to remain 
focussed on our role as individuals and as a church in unity together.  
 
Secondly, none of us should be indispensable. In all our planning and activi-
ty we cannot afford to rely on a few people. The whole model of church is 
intended to be a shared activity which draws together the various skills and 
talents God has given each of us. This is the only way to achieve success.  
 
Yes, we need a leader, but if the plans are clear, the absence of that leader 
for just a few weeks should make no negative difference. When Rev Chris 
comes back he should find things have changed. Not a regression because 
of his absence, but development as a result of what is in place before he 
goes. He may be the leader of our church, but we all share the responsibility 
placed upon us through God’s calling on our lives to follow Him at all times.  
 
I trust, therefore, it will be business as usual and know I can rely upon every 
one of you to support me and promote the values of our faith by bringing 
our neighbourhood together in a united view that God is the answer.  
 
So in the coming months I am not holding the fort, because we will press on 
together. This is exciting, as we meet formally for worship, socially at our 
many planned events, or in passing, let us encourage each other and max-
imise the opportunity to glorify God in our community.   
 
Rev Barry 

30th May is Ascension Day…. 
Hail the day that sees him rise 
To his throne above the skies; 
Christ, a while to mortals given, 
Re-ascends his native heaven.  

         Charles Wesley 
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St Nicholas LOOs and LIGHTs CAMPAIGN 

 
Have you ever used the toilet in our church? 
 
You will appreciate that, after 40 years, it needs updating.  
 
Your Church Council has decided that the toilet facilities 
must now be improved and plan to create 3 separate 
toilets (including an accessible one) and a new tea-
bar in the church - all to 21st century standards. These 
new facilities will be constructed within the existing office 
and vestry area; it will cost around £35,000. 
 
At the same time, we intend to improve the standard of 
lighting in the church to make it less harsh and a more 
flexible source for services and other events; this will cost 
around £10,000. 
 
So, in total we need to raise £45,000. 
 
We shall be running a variety of fund-raising events in 2019 but the majority of 
the funds need to be raised by us in the form of donations. 
 
If you would like to see improved toilet facilities and better lighting in the church 
please consider making a donation. 
 
Please pick up a donation form from the back of church or from the website 
www.stnicholasallington.org.uk so you can contribute towards this major im-
provement to our facilities. 
 
Thank you for your support,   
Sarah, David, Nigel & Jill (Fundraising Team) 
01622 299715 – Parish Office 

justgiving.com/crowdfunding/stnicholas-church  

THE MEDWAY BIG BAND 
You may have seen that the Medway Big Band is again coming to St. Nich-
olas Church – on 17th. May. The Band was established in the late 1940’s and 
continues to the present day, still including a few arrangements by the 
band’s founder. I have played with this Band for about eight years during 
which time our varied programme has included concerts and dances at 
Churches, public houses, birthday parties, seaside bandstands and the 
Rochester Mayor’s Ball.  
Next month the Band has been commissioned to play (mainly Glenn Miller 
music) at the unveiling of an outdoor memorial in north Kent to commemo-
rate the lives of several American airmen who perished when their B.17 Fly-
ing Fortress crashed in the Thames Estuary in 1944. 
The Band includes several semi-professional musicians and will be playing 
mainly swing numbers from the past seventy years or so. Entry to the con-
cert which starts at 7.30 pm is free and there will be a retiring collection in 
aid of the Church’s Loo’s and Lights Campaign. We hope therefore you will 
join us and enjoy the evening. 
 Mike Garrett  
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WHO  ARE  THEY?   
Where did all the Christian denominations come from? 

We continue the series on Christian Churches in the UK 
 

Who Are They? - Methodist Churches 
All the various branches of the Methodist Church date back to the 18th cen-
tury  ‘Methodists’ in Britain.  The description ‘Methodist’ was given to the 
group that began in Oxford University in about 1728 under the leadership of 
Charles Wesley.  Later John Wesley became the leader and while other epi-
thets like ‘Bible Moths,’  ‘Bible Bigots,’  ‘Sacramentarians’ and ‘Holy  Club’ 
were heaped on them, it was 
‘Methodist’ that stuck and be-
came permanent.   
 
These first Oxford ‘Methodists’ 
were all Anglicans.  Their desire 
was to pursue a holy life and be 
active in good works.   At Easter 
1735 one of their number, 
George Whitefield, experienced 
an evangelical conversion, and 
this was followed at Pentecost 
1738 with the conversions of 
Charles and John Wesley. 
 
Soon afterwards both Whitefield 
and the Wesleys, all three ordained ministers in the Church of England, 
were forced to preach out-of-doors.  This was because the Anglican Church, 
in general, did not favour the evangelical fervour of this ‘Methodist’ preach-
ing.  Whitefield and the Wesleys not only emphasised that all people need 
to be born again but declared that we can know our sins will be  forgiven.  
The Holy Spirit will give us the certainty of salvation in our hearts.  This is in 
line with Paul’s words in Romans 8:16 that the Holy Spirit witnesses with our 
spirits that ‘we are children of God.’  The Established Church rejected these 
doctrines as gross ‘enthusiasm’ and when the church doors closed against 
them, these ‘Methodists’ took the gospel to the streets.   
 
When John Wesley died in 1791, there were about 70,000 people enrolled in 
the Methodist Societies in Britain and about 30,000 in America.  Himself a 
very loyal Anglican, John Wesley had always hoped that the Church of Eng-
land would embrace the Methodist Revival but this didn’t happen.  Early in 
the 19th century these Methodist Societies became more independent of 
the Anglican Church and finally became totally independent. 
 
The largest group were the Wesleyan Methodists, the immediate followers 
of John and Charles Wesley.  The followers of George Whitefield and the 
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Countess of Huntingdon were known as Calvinistic Methodists.  Later the 
Countess organised her own followers into the Countess of Huntingdon 
Connexion.  The Calvinistic Methodists, mostly in Wales, later became the 
Welsh Presbyterians. The Wesleyan Methodists grew rapidly in the first half 
of the 19th century and other Methodist groups also appeared. The first was 
the Methodist New Connexion, organised in Leeds in 1797.   Then came the 
Primitive Methodists whose beginnings were in Staffordshire in 1807.  Later 
the Bible Christians emerged in Shebbear in Devon in 1815.   
 
These various groups were not the result of any doctrinal divisions; rather 
they resulted from disputes over the role of lay people in the church and 
differing attitudes to revivalism.  In 1932 the various Methodist groups in Brit-
ain joined together to form The Methodist Church of Great Britain. 

 
The Methodist Church in America 
soon outgrew its mother organisa-
tion in Britain.  As early as the 
1780s the Methodists were send-
ing missionaries to the Caribbean 
Islands and other places.  Method-
ism became a world church in the 
20th century and its current world 
membership is about 60 million.  
Other Church groups like the Holi-
ness Churches and some Pente-
costal Churches grew out of Meth-
odism.  Most of the world Method-
ist Churches have bishops except 

the British Methodist Church. This reflects John Wesley’s outlook that alt-
hough he did ordain some of his preachers, he adamantly refused to be 
called a bishop. He famously said, ‘Men may call me a knave, a rascal, a 
scoundrel, and I am content. But they shall never, by my consent, call me 
Bishop!’  
 
Although it is an independent Church, Methodism has always leaned to-
wards Anglicanism, a reminder of John Wesley’s love for the Church in 
which he lived and died.  In Britain there have been ‘Conversations’ between 
Methodists and Anglicans about a union of the two Churches but so far this 
has not happened.  In its worship Methodism often reflects its Anglican ori-
gins by having some elements of liturgy in its services, combined with its 
Nonconformist practices.   
 
The most distinctive feature of Methodist worship has always been its con-
gregational singing.  Charles Wesley gave the 18th century ‘Methodists’ 
more than six thousand hymns to sing and this is the origin of the saying, 
‘Methodism was born in song.’   John Wesley encouraged the ‘Methodists’ to 

Maidstone Methodist Church 
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ALLINGTON COMMUNITY MARKET 
Friday 3rd May 

12 noon to 3.00pm 
St Nicholas Church Hall -  Poplar Grove Allington 

 
Refreshments available -  provided by Little Fant Farm 
Come and support your local independent traders!  

sing, gave them ‘Directions’ for congregational singing and published  A 
Collection of Hymns for the Use of the People called Methodists in  1779.  
Methodists worldwide still sing some of Charles Wesley’s most famous 
hymns, including ‘And can it be?’  ‘O for a thousand tongues,’  ‘Love divine, 
all loves excelling,’  ‘Jesus, lover of my soul,’  ‘Rejoice, the Lord is King,’  
‘Christ the Lord is risen today.’ 
 
Doctrinally Methodists are classic Trinitarian and evangelical Christians.  
What developed as ‘The Four Alls of Methodism’ gives a good summary of 
Methodist (i.e. Wesleyan) doctrine.  First, all people need salvation.  John 
Wesley stressed the biblical doctrine of the Fall.  We are all sinners and sal-
vation is  not by our works, or our religious persuasion or even by our ortho-
dox doctrine but only by  faith through grace. Second, all people can have 
salvation. Methodism has always stressed the universal love of God and 
that Christ died for the sins of the world.  John Wesley was strongly op-
posed to any doctrines that limited the scope of salvation.  This is not uni-
versalism; meaning that all people will be saved; rather it means that all can 
be saved.  
 
Third, all the saved can know they are saved.  This is often referred to as the 
doctrine of assurance or the witness of the Spirit.  In line with Romans 8:16 it 
proclaims that the Spirit witnesses with our spirit that ‘we are children of 
God.’  Fourthly, historic Methodism preached that all who are saved can be 
saved completely. This was John Wesley’s insistence on what he called 
scriptural holiness.  By God’s grace and the indwelling Spirit, Christians are 
enabled to have victory over all sin and to ‘love God with all their heart … 
and their neighbour as themselves’ (Matt. 22:37-39). 

 
Dr H B McGonigle is Senior Lecturer in Historical Theology, Church History and 
Wesley Studies in Nazarene Theological College, Manchester, England. 
Originally published in 2007 - Parish Pump 
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A prayer at Ascension 
 

To complete your seamless robe, and so to complete our faith, you 
ascended through the air into the heavens, before the very eyes of the 
apostles. In this way you showed that you are Lord of all, and are the 
fulfilment of all Creation. Thus, from that moment every human and 
every living creature should bow at your name. And, in the eyes of 
faith, we can see that all creation proclaims your greatness. 

11 

Millennium Green News 
I would like to make a formal announcement about a 
grant of £8,000 that the trust has received from The Na-
tional Lottery Community Fund.  This is for a specific pur-
pose: ‘the maintenance and development of trees’, and 
will pay mainly for work by our tree surgeon.  The exact 
scope of what he will do is to be discussed when he visits 
the Green on 8 April, and I think that most of the tasks will 
be done later in the year, in order to avoid the growing 
season and nesting birds. 
 
This grant will make a huge difference to us, as we will be able to make 
some radical improvements to our many trees and hedgerows.  One of the 
latter comprises more than 80% native species and therefore qualifies as a 
‘S41 Habitat of Principal Importance in England’.  It is likely to provide pollen 
and nectar for insects, nuts and berries for birds and small mammals such 
as shrews, voles and wood mice, and nesting opportunities for common bird 
species.  It may also be used by commuting and foraging bats.  Our tree sur-
geon may decide that ‘laying’ the hedges will be a good management strat-
egy, but we shall have to wait and see what he says. 
 
Of course, our other fund-raising activities will have to continue as normal, 
as there are many other things to pay for, ranging from insurance, fuel for 
our equipment, maintenance of fences, and so on.  So, we cannot afford to 
be complacent! 
 
Our thanks go to the many players of the National Lottery, whose invest-
ment has not only provided our most recent award, but led to the creation 
of the Green in the first place, as the original national 
Millennium Green project was funded by lottery mon-
ey.  Thanks are also due to you, for your continuing 
help with our work. 
 
Brian White 
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News of the Church in the UK 
Edith Cavell – faith before the firing squad 
Nurse Edith Cavell gave her life to others – and was executed as a result. 
This year is the centenary of her state funeral at Westminster Abbey. 
The daughter of a Norfolk vicar, Edith trained as a nurse, and because she 
could speak French fluently, she was invited to start a nurses’ training school 
in Belgium. 
When war was declared in 1914 she was in England on holiday but went 
straight back to Brussels where she cared for Belgians and invading German 
troops alike. 
When English soldiers were trying to escape back to England, she gave 
them shelter – and when she was betrayed, her only defense was that if she 
had not helped them to escape, they would have been shot. 
She had confessed to the crime of ‘conducting soldiers to the enemy’ – 
helping soldiers escape who could potentially return to the battlefield. 
Guilty, she was sentenced to death in a German military court in occupied 
Belgium. 
But Edith’s last words were not of revenge or recrimination. On the night be-
fore she was executed, she met with her local priest Revd H. Stirling Gahan. 
She told him, “I thank God for this ten weeks’ quiet before the end…Life has al-
ways been hurried and full of difficulty…This time of rest has been a great mer-
cy….” 
She then said words that have become her memorial around the world: “But 
this I would say, standing as I do in view of God and eternity, I realise that patri-
otism is not enough. I must have no hatred or bitterness towards anyone.” 
Edith knew that people who had been close to her had played a part in her 
betrayal. She knew patriotism was not enough for these final hours. She 
knew that to enter into God’s presence she needed to be forgiven for her 
own shortcomings. And just as Jesus’ death had bought her forgiveness, she 
needed to forgive any and all who had wronged her. 
After celebrating Holy Communion, the Rev Stirling Gahan began to say the 
words of the hymn 
‘Abide with me’ and Edith joined him in repeating   ‘…When other helpers fail 
and comforts flee,  Help of the helpless, O abide with me…’ 
She then gave the priest the letters she had written to friends and family and 
when they came to say ‘Goodbye’ she smiled at him and said, “We shall 
meet again.” She was confident that death was not the end and they would 
meet again in God’s presence. She was 49 years old. 
Edith was executed in Brussels on 12th October 1915 and at the end of World 
War 1 her body was repatriated. After a state funeral at Westminster Abbey, 
her body was reburied outside Norwich Cathedral on 19th May 1919.   Her 
body was returned to England on the same ship that carried the body of the 
Unknown Soldier in 1919. 
Editorial from Parish Pump 
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DARKNESS AND LIGHT 
Last time I wrote about a scene from 1603 of 
young artists painting pictures of Jesus carry-
ing his cross.   If any young artist of that or later 
generation were sincere and totally honest, 
what they put on their canvass would be their 
own view of what life had taught them, what 
they, deep down, really thought.   That might 
be very different from the image of Jesus car-
rying his cross.   But there might be other ways 
in which young artists might begin to relate to 
that image, some of which would be a tradi-
tional route.  
   
As a start I want to go back to the Psalms in the Old Testament.   There are a 
hundred and fifty Psalms and they contain the whole range of emotions 
from revenge and complaint to wonderful words of praise.  There is black, 
white and, in between, many shades of grey – occasionally in the same 
Psalm. 
 
The Psalm most associated with Jesus and the Cross is the opening words 
of Psalm 22:  My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?  They were 
some of Jesus’ last words as his already whipped body hung on the hard 
sections of wood that formed the cross.   On closer look the words speak 
not just of physical agony but of even being abandoned.  In one sentence 
we have the repeated phrase “My God”, emphasising the closeness of Son 
and Father.  Then we have the cry of feeling totally abandoned.  The old  
fashioned word “Forsaken” implies not just abandonment but a deliberate 
act of abandonment.   
 
This Psalm does eventually go on to some lighter wording.  Some other 
Psalms also have this mixture of darkness and light.  But the little used and 
known Psalm 88 is just dark.  Typical is “You have taken from me my closest 
friends and have made me repulsive to them.  I am confined and cannot es-
cape, my eyes are dim with grief.” (verse eight NIV). 
 
Yet a Benedictine retreat centre in West Sussex uses this Psalm quite a lot.  
Abbot Christopher Jamison  commented that when people in grief or des-
pair say they cannot pray, they are encouraged to read this Psalm.  Through 
it they can express to God the full extent of their sadness.  Simply knowing 
that this experience can be offered to God can be the beginning of some-
thing more.  (see note). 
 
 Another trend that comes from a similar very old and slow moving world is 
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praying quite long and deeply repeating one or two phrases or verses.  At 
first the words might not mean very much but in time they might take root.  
A more modern and well-known example are the two-line repeated re-
frains from the Taize Monastic Community in France which attracts thou-
sands of young and older people.   Here again, within a setting of other 
people saying good and holy prayers, young people, this time in their 
minds and imagination, can paint their own picture, which might contain 
different degrees of darkness and light.    
 
 Modern technology might offer its own range of approach.   The first steps 
might still be similar to the image from 1603.  There was the image of Je-
sus carrying his cross and there was the invitation to the young artists to 
paint on the blank canvas before them, both within the same overall 
framework. 
 
Note: Finding Happiness by Abbot Christopher Jamison p 177. 
 
Robin Hiam    

  
‘Music for a Summer Afternoon’ 

 
A Concert by Bel Canto 

Kathryn Norman (soprano)      Brian White (bass-
baritone)      Richard Kemp (piano) 

 

Sunday 16 June 
3 p.m. in St Nicholas Parish Church, Allington 

 
Strawberry cream teas will be provided 

 
Retiring collection in aid of the church  

‘LOOs and LIGHTs’ campaign 
 

Enquiries: 01622 756660  
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                Saturday  
                 18th May 

From 11.00am - 1.30pm 
In the Church  

Poplar Grove ME16 0DE 
ALL WELCOME! 

£3.00 per person or £10 per family 
 to include lunch 

 
       More details or to book 
    Contact Fiona on 07951 777854 
             Latest booking date   
              Wednesday 15th May 
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the members and visitors asked him 
about specific plants. 
We will NOT be having a May meet-
ing in the Church Hall  and for any 
late enquiries or bookings for our 
coach trip to Leonardslee Gardens 
please contact me on 
01622-757319 
Pam Blake           
 
WESTBOROUGH  
BOWLS CLUB 
The hard work that the members 
have put in to preparing the green 
for the new season has certainly 
paid off. I have just visited the club 
and the bowling surface is looking 
wonderful. It almost seems a shame 
to start playing on it! By the time  
you read this, though, the season 
will be in full swing. 
Traditionally, May is the month that 
we concentrate on encouraging 
people to take up the game of 
bowls. I am pleased to report  I have 
already been contacted by a couple 
of Grapevine readers who are keen 
to give it a go. If you are also looking 
for a sociable activity that involves 
some gentle exercise, lawn bowls 
could be just what you want. To give 
you an opportunity to try it out, 
Westborough Bowls Club will be 
holding an Open Day on Saturday 
25th May. The event will run from 
2pm to 5pm and there will be 
friendly and willing helpers on hand 
to provide all the help and advice 
you need. Refreshments will be 
available! All bowling equipment will 
be provided except for shoes. We 

 
 
 

At our meeting in April we heard 
from Sharon Lynn of the amazing 
work that is being undertaken by 
‘Medical Detection Dogs’.  
A number of our members attend-
ed the Festival Service at Canter-
bury Cathedral where Marianna was 
commissioned for the the next Tri-
ennial along with our Trustees. 
Cathedral Prayer Time is on 30th 
May at 12 noon. 
Chris Cook (01622 
670240 
Branch Leader 
 
ALLINGTON  
CASTLE 
Our meeting on 15th 
May is our Annual 
Meeting when we elect a new com-
mittee for the coming year and we 
also vote on the Resolution to be 
presented at the National AGM so 
we look forward to welcoming all 
members to this important meet-
ing.   The competition is a Decora-
tive Plate. 
Joyce Foster 
 
ALLINGTON GARDEN CLUB 
‘Thank you’ to Kevin Tooher for giv-
ing a superb talk on pruning at our 
March Meeting. He showed and 
talked about the different types of 
tools and their makes that can be 
used, He then went on to describe 
how and when to prune  various 
types of shrubs and trees. Kevin al-
so attempted to cover everything 
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Youth & Organisations News 



 

 

ask that you wear flat soled shoes 
that will not damage the green. For 
example, trainers with minimal ridges 
on the soles are perfectly acceptable. 
The club is accessible from Cloud-
berry Close off Buckland Lane or via 
the far end of the Pippin pub car park. 
We hope to see you on the 25th but if 
you cannot make it on the day, we 
would be very pleased to see you at 
one of our informal sessions (roll-ups). 
These are held on Mondays at 3pm 
and Thursdays at 5pm throughout 
the season. Just contact me for fur-
ther information on the Open Day or 
roll-ups. 
 
Steve Cordery 725650 
steve@westboroughbowls.co.uk 
www.westboroughbowls.co.uk 
 
OPEN CIRCLE 
Despite all my reserva-
tions, I did manage to 
finish the futuristic nov-
el, The Power by Naomi 
Alderman, the story of 
women’s ascendancy 
and control over men. The novel im-
proved as it went on, but overall it 
lacked conviction, and although some 
parts were interesting and quite well 
written, this is not one I would really 
recommend. 
In contrast, I’ve just finished Sarah’s 
Key by Tatiana de Rosnay, translated 
from the French. This is a moving sto-
ry, sensitively written, based on his-
torical evidence of French collabora-
tion with Nazi Germany in the infa-
mous Velodrome d’Hiver round up of 
Jewish families in July 1942 when so 
many young children died.  
The story centres on ten year-old Sa-
rah Starzynski and her guilt over leav-

ing her young brother locked in a 
cupboard in the family apartment in 
order to escape the round-up, and 
Julia Jarmond who, 60 years later, is 
investigating that dark time in French 
history. The two stories are sensitive-
ly handled with graphic descriptions 
which never become mawkish or 
exaggerated. 
I’ve also read The Tattooist of Ausch-
witz by Heather Morris, the true ac-
count of Lale Sokolov’s survival 
through the atrocities of the concen-
tration camp. It has been hailed as 
The International No 1 Best Seller, 
but I was disappointed. The essence 
of the story is harrowing, but the 
writing is very poor, dull and repeti-
tive. The ‘blame’ lies with Heather 
Morris, the ghost writer who never 
succeeds in bringing people and 
event to life. At least, that’s my 
judgement, though it seems that oth-
er reviewers feel very differently 
about the book. 
Waiting in line on my shelf I’ve got 
New Boy by Tracy Chevalier and Vin-
egar Girl by Anne Tyler, both, coinci-
dentally, re-tellings of Shakespeare’s 
plays The Taming of the Shrew and 
Othello. I love both these writers so 
I’m hoping for great reads. 
Our meetings in May are on 
Wednesday 8th and Wednesday 22nd 
at 10.30. Please ring Margaret Sal-
vage or Anne Sargent for details of 
venues. 
 
Dianne White 
756660 
 
ST NICHOLAS  
FELLOWSHIP 
At our ‘Lent Refection’ meeting in 
March Rev Barry gave an informative 
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presentation on why and how the 
Christian Police Association was 
formed, it’s development to the 
present day and how it functions 
within the Police Force and com-
munity today, including the distrib-
uting to serving Officers’ copies of 
the New Testament & Psalms Bi-
bles with the Constabulary Crest on 
the front cover. Our sincere thanks 
to Rev Barry. 
Our next meeting is on Friday 10th 
May with the Fellowship still on the 
road, taking an afternoon country 
drive to Staplehurst Nurseries and 
Frankie’s Farm Shop for tea and 
scones with jam and cream, cost 
£3.75, Please let me know if you will 
be coming as numbers have to be 
confirmed and also if you require a 
lift. 
You are all welcome to come along 
to our meetings 
 
Michael Froude  
01622 759098 
 
ALLINGTON  
TREFOIL GUILD 
This month one of our members 
received her 50 years service to 
guiding award!  We are very proud 
of her.  Allington Trefoil’s first walk 
for 2019 was at Lullingstone Coun-
try Park near Eynsford; we met with 
members from North Bromley Tre-
foil. Some members walked the 
Lullingstone Loop Path (6.4kms) 
which gave spectacular views over 
the Darent Valley, whilst the other 
group took the Woodland Walk 
(3.2kms) which was full of wood-
land wonder.  Afterwards we met 
and enjoyed lunch together in the 
wonderful sunshine.  If you are in-
terested in joining our active group 

please contact us at  
allingtontg@btinternet.com 
  
Nicola 
allingtontg@btinternet.com 
 
 
MENS BREAKFAST 
 
This month we were 
missing our esteemed leader away 
visiting a transport museum, research 
for a future presentation, The eggs 
were boiled with the timer however 
the majority were hard boiled and a 
few slightly runny. There was the usu-
al chat putting the world to rights and 
although the word Brexit was banned 
it did somehow creep into the conver-
sation. We also had a unexpected talk 
from Geoff Garrett on St Martin’s 
Church, Fenny Stratford, The Fenny 
Poppers, six small ceremonial can-
nons which are fired annually on St 
Martin’s Day (11th November) and ap-
propriate occasions. Tradition was ini-
tiated by Browne Willis in order to 
perpetrate his memory. Following his 
death in 1760 the traditions were car-
ried on and later documented. All six 
poppers were re-cast in 1859, after 
one of them burst, these are still used 
today. The poppers each weigh about 
19 pounds, the bore is 6 inches by 1.75 
inches, and they are charged with Py-
rodex (modern alternative to black 
powder) which is then plugged with 
well-rammed newspaper. They are 
ignited by means of a long poker, the 
tip of which has been heated red hot 
in a brazier. There is no ‘Men’s Break-
fast’ in May 
 
Michael 759098  
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Charity of the Month 
Christian Aid 

For over 70 years, Christian Aid has been standing with the poorest of our 
neighbours. They work in 37 countries, with people of all faiths and none, to 
stand up for dignity, equality and justice.  
 
The Christian Aid website states  ‘Together we can create a world where 
everyone can live a full life, free from poverty. Our voices and actions are 
stronger together. And with your help, we can make an even bigger differ-
ence.’ 
 
Christian Aid Week   12th - 18th May 2019 
 

NEW ALLINGTON 
PLAYERS 
Our last productions of 
the Murder Mystery 
Death in Darjeeling, and 
the more recent For Better or for 
Worse resulted in a healthy surplus 
for the drama group. 
At our AGM last month, it was de-
cided to donate £200 to Help for 
Heroes, in thanks for the help given 
to us by the army surplus store, 
Semma4, in providing excellent ar-
my outfits at very low cost for the 
production of Death in Darjeeling. 
It was also decided to donate £200 
each to Relate, the relationship 
charity, and to the Loos and Lights 
campaign at St. Nicholas’ Church 
Such donations are only possible 
because of the loyal support we 
receive from members of St. Nicho-
las’, and their friends, so, thank you, 
everyone! 
We are currently beginning a series 
of play readings, partly for the fun 
of doing so, and also partly in order 
to find suitable one-act plays for 
our next production. 

Anyone who wishes is invited to come 
along to these informal evenings, with 
no compulsion to end up on the 
stage! 
For information about dates and ven-
ues, please contact me. We generally 
meet on occasional Friday evenings in 
members’ homes 
Dianne White 756660 
ALLINGTON  
DISTRICT 
GIRL GUIDING 
 
In February Girl-
guiding hold their 
annual Census, 
when all units up and down the coun-
try have to submit their numbers to 
Headquarters and pay the annual 
subscription for each member. This 
year the numbers in Allington are 120 
girls and 23 volunteers. 
 
2nd Allington Guides have recently 
held a sponsored dance evening rais-
ing money for McMillian Cancer Sup-
port. 
 
Paula Savage 
District Commissioner 
paula.savage22@sky.com 
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Noticeboard

Charity Bottle for May 
Christian Aid 

 
See page 20 for details 

 
 
 
 

Breakfast meeting in May 
CANCELLED 

As a number of members are away! 
Brian 01622 759278 

 
 
 

 
Thursday 16th May 2.30pm 

‘Diamond Queens’ 
Peter Hartley 

 

grapevinemaidstone@outlook.com

St Nicholas Fellowship 
 
 Next Meeting 
Friday 10th May  
 
Country Drive & Afternoon Tea 
 
Contact Michael Froude for Details 
01622 759098 

See page 15 for more details!

 
 
 
 
 
In our next series of the Bible Project, we will be looking at 1 
Corinthians. Having come to appreciate God’s promises and our 
hope for the future through our study of Revelation, we look at 
the early church in Corinth and the guidance St Paul gave them. 
What does that say to us today?
Many, if not all, of the challenges experienced in the early church 
are no different to those we face today. We will seek to grow as 
individuals and as a church in unity facing the mission of today 
and what it means to be followers of Jesus. 
Now we have lighter evenings there will only be meetings on 
Tuesdays, at 7.30pm. 

MAY 7th - DIVISIONS
MAY 21st - SEX
JUNE 4th - FOOD
JUNE 18th - GATHERING  
JULY 2nd - RESURRECTION 

All are welcome to attend - refreshments will be provided.
Rev Barry 
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OASIS Café & 
Mums & Babes  

@ St Nics 
10am –12 noon in the Church 

once a month  
on a Friday. 

An opportunity to relax and 
spend time with other new 

parents and members of the 
local community of all ages! 

Next meeting 
 

Friday 10th May 
Do join us for coffee & cake! 

Noticeboard 

Deadline for  
June  Grapevine 
Friday 3rd May 

Please send articles  
and information to 

Email:  
grapevinemaidstone@outlook.com 

 
No Saturday Club  

this month! 

grapevinemaidstone@outlook.com 

 
 

See page 15 for more details! 

In our next series of the Bible Project, we will be looking at 1  
Corinthians. Having come to appreciate God’s promises and our 
hope for the future through our study of Revelation, we look at 
the early church in Corinth and the guidance St Paul gave them. 
What does that say to us today? 
Many, if not all, of the challenges experienced in the early church 
are no different to those we face today. We will seek to grow as 
individuals and as a church in unity facing the mission of today 
and what it means to be followers of Jesus.  
Now we have lighter evenings there will only be meetings on 

 DIVISIONS 
- SEX 
- FOOD 

JUNE 18th - GATHERING   
- RESURRECTION  

refreshments will be provided. 
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Rotas for May 
LOCAL CHEMISTS’ ROTA 
 

Boots, King Street, Mon-Sat 8.30am-5.30pm, Thu 8.30am-8.00pm,  
Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm.   
Lloyds Pharmacy, Mid Kent Shopping Centre Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30 pm,  
Saturday 9am-5pm.   
Sainsbury's Pharmacy, until 10 pm Mon to Sat, normal opening times on    Sunday.  

CHURCH ROTAS 
 

Sidespeople  
 8.00am  9.30am  10.00am  11.00am 
May w/e 
5 A Waddams     E Harrington 
 J Sargent     D & M Derry 
 
12    A Redford     R Froude 
    C McInnes     J Harlock 
 
19 D & B Davison    M Salvage 
       D Salvage   
       C Colyer 
 
26    I Redford     M Gentry 
    S Lavender     G Garrett 
    D Hayles  
    
     Sanctuary Cleaning    Coffee           
May w/e 
5      June Bagshaw & Liz Walker   
12  M Gentry   Barbara Stratford & Ann Williams 
19      Caroline McInnes & Bob Butcher   
26  R Froude   Sarah Knott & TBC  
     

We welcome into the family of the church 
Millie Smith 

 
We commend to the loving care of our Lord 

Derek Hunter 
 

 



 

 

 
 
      Handmade curtains,  

                blinds and  
                accessories 

 

A friendly, professional service making 

bespoke soft furnishings for every room of 

your  home 

   
All curtain styles handmade   

    Roman blinds made to a perfect fit 
           A full measuring service 
           Fabric and design advice 

Cushions, pelmets  
and all matching soft furnishing                                                 

 
Very competitive rates 

 

Anna Harries                   01622 763685 

5 Birchwood Road   

annaharries@btinternet.com      
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Elegant Tea Party 
 

Vintage afternoon  
tea china for hire. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Great for weddings,  
christenings, birthdays,  

anniversaries etc. 
Email: 

Elegantteaparty@outlook.com 
Phone: 07923 040942 

“bespoke flowers – created with a personal touch”  
 

contemporary, modern, traditional, quirky 
 whatever your request, we’ll meet your expectations 

 
Allington based, covering Kent: 

Call Julie, Lisa or Sara to arrange a free consultation 
 

m: 07715 532679 or 07799 170466  
e: theflowerboutique3@gmail.com         

fbook:  TheFlowerBoutique3                

mailto:annaharries@btinternet.com


 

 

Billy Smith 
 

For all your Building  
& Property Repairs  

 

 
Kitchens  -  Bathrooms  -   

All Plumbing Works  -   
Plastering  -  Electrical  -   

Carpentry  -  Tiling     
Flooring 

Painting &  Decorating (inside 
and out!)  

 
01622 678376  or  

07790 113868 
For a friendly  

personal service 
 

3 Birchwood Road 
Allington ME16 0BB 
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J NORRIS  
Electrical Contractor 

 
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES 

NO JOB TOO LARGE OR SMALL 
 

01634 920598   07966 511408 
Email: jnorriselectrical@gmail.com 

All aspects of  
domestic electrical work 

 

D K PLASTERING  
All plastering carried out  

at reasonable prices  
For a clean and tidy job 

Call David 
 

01622 728494      07974 891795 
Email  dk.plastering@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 
                 Hall Hire 

 
Don’t forget there are two halls at   

St Nicholas available for  hire  
at very competitive rates  

 
Contact stnicholas1@outlook.com  

01622 299715 
for further details! 
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AG Driveways are a Maidstone based company specialising in all 
types of groundwork from design through to construction. 

We also offer an aftercare service to keep your  
drive or patio always looking its’ best! 

We pride ourselves on carrying out our work to the highest  
of standards. No job is too big or too small  

and all our work carries a full guarantee. 

Mobile: 07710 010107 ~ Office: 01622 763538 
 

www.agdriveways.co.uk 
 

Email  agdriveways@aol.com 

 Block Paving 

 Tarmac 

 Tar and Grit 

 Drop Kerbs 

 Commercial Premises 

 Car Parks/Roads 

 Playground/Tennis Courts 

 Business Forecourts 

 High Pressure Cleaning System 

 White Lining 

 
Use ‘Grapevine’  

to advertise  
your business or services! 

Email 
grapevinemaidstone@outlook.com 

Or phone 
Jenny on 01622 299715 

 



 

 

ALLINGTON MARINA 
 

Boat Sales 
 

Chandlery 
 

Calor Gas 
 

Gas Oil 
 

Craning 
 

Engineers 
 

Mooring  
 

For all your 
gas supplies! 

We stock all cylinder sizes,  
regulators and hoses.  
Open 7 days a week  

Collection only    

01622 752057 
Castle Road, Allington ME16 0NH 
sales@allingtonmarina.com 

www.allingtonmarina.com 

‘The Small Business Champions’ 

• Start-up Advice 

• Fixed Fees agreed in advance 

• Flexible Payments 

• Companies / Partnerships 

• CIS / Self Employed 

• Landlords / Corp Tax 

• Income Tax / PAYE / VAT 

• Flexible Meetings 
 

Call Gary Richards for a friendly, 
free initial discussion without  

obligation on  

0845 521-2241 
Larkfield - by the banks 

Free parking at rear 
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Please mention 

Grapevine 
when  

responding to our 
advertisers! 



 

 

Need a Good Plasterer? 
 

• 15 years experience 

• Plastering & Reskim over Artex 

• Dry lining   

• Coving 

• Plaster boarding 

• Painting & Decorating 

• Renovation Work 

• Hours To Suit You 

• Helpful Honest Advice 

• Clean & Reliable 
 

 FREE ESTIMATES 
 

David Terry 
Tel: 01622 661780 
Mob: 07971 919694 

www.davidterry-plastering.co.uk 
 

17 Farleigh Court, Farleigh Lane 
Maidstone ME16 9BJ 

 

 
 
 
 
CLEAN- ING, 
SUPPLYING & FITTING OF CARPETS IN 

YOUR AREA & ALL TYPES OF FLOOR-
ING 

* Leather & Upholstery Cleaning  
*Stain Resistant Treatments * Flame  

Retardant Treatments * Persian &  
Oriental Rugs * Curtains Cleaned * Hard 

Floor Maintenance * Restore & Sand Floors 
 

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 
WITH A REPUTATION FOR  
 RELIABILITY & PRO- FESSIONAL  
EXPERTISE 

 
www.austinservices.co.uk 

   

KV Cleaning Services 
 

Keep your home spotless 
With a reliable friendly 

professional service 
 

Cleaning, tidying, sorting 
and any personal requests 

 
CALL KERRY 
07956 469907/01622 434438 
Email: kerryvinten@outlook.com 
References on request 
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Friendly family run fencing company that will take care of all of 
your domestic fencing needs.   

We can supply and fit any of the following: 
 Closed Board 
 Fence Panels 
 Post & Rail 
 Gates 

 Trellis                      Member of Trust A Trader 
We can supply and fit both concrete or wooden posts  

as per your needs 

MW Fencing 

For a free quotation please contact  
Mark Wooler 

01732 844671 or 07973 843198 
Email  mwfencing2011@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 
 
 

From a 

dripping tap, to full gas central heating, 
bathroom suites,  

full upgrades on heating, including new 
condensing boilers. 

07909 673587 
01622 764776 

49 Allington Way, Allington 
●Gas Safe registered 

●Free Quotes     ●No call out charge 
●All work is fully insured and guaranteed 

● Plumbing & Heating●  
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Stuart Plumbing & 
Heating Services 

 

99 Poplar Grove, Allington 
Mobile: 07956  355012  
Home:01622 609101 

 
 

Mr S Orridge 
ACOP Qualified 

 
 
 
 

 
 
‘Institute of Plumbing ~ 
  Kent Plumber  
   of the Year’ 

 

Gas Council Reg.  
Formerly Corgi 

‘THE AERIAL MAN’ 
 

Family business - established 38 years 
 

Prop: R N Ashley 
 
 

DIGITAL TV AERIAL SERVICES 
inc. 1st class aerial services 

 

Your Local TV/Radio Aerial Specialist 
 

Special rates for Senior Citizens 
 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE, XTRA POINTS  
FULLY INSURED 

 

 Enjoy your free digital channels 
 

 Also Ditton, Larkfield, Leybourne 
        

 Tel: 01732 883542   or:  01622 871614 



 

 

K. B. BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
FOR THE COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 

(Specialists in Cox Brothers Conversions & Extensions Since 1979) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EXTENSIONS & LOFT CONVERSIONS OBTAINING ALL PLANNING AND 

BUILDING REGULATION APPROVALS 
 

ALTERATIONS, REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE OBTAINING  
   ALL ELECTRICAL AND HEATING CERTIFICATES  

  
KITCHEN & BATHROOMS TO FULL BUILDING REGS 

 
FREE QUOTATIONS 

 

59, Maxwell Drive, Allington, Maidstone, Kent ME16 0QY 

Telephone: 01622 762410 
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ASHTON LEWIS 
kitchens 

 
www.ashton-lewis.co.uk    01622 828572  enquire@ashton-lewis.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FREE in home Consultation. Design Presentation and Quotation 
Contemporary. Traditional. Painted & Stained Kitchen ranges 

Extensive range of Quartz. Granite and Corian worktops 
Experienced installation team 
All building works undertaken 

ashton 
LEWIS 
kitchens 



 

 

Mobile Hairdresser  
Have your hair done in the  
comfort of your own home,  

by a friendly and reliable traditional 
ladies hairdresser! 

Competitive prices for Perms, Sets, 
Colouring,  

Cuts & Blow Dries! 
Please call TRACY  

for an appointment. 
01622 754420 
07879 810970 

  
This space  

available for  
your advert! 

 

 Blue Dragon 

Plumbing and Heating 
 

 

City and Guilds Qualified and Gas Safe Registered 
 

Boilers, Gas fire, Gas Cookers, Bathrooms, kitchens, Radiator, stopcock 
changing, installation & servicing of all types of showers, hot water  

cylinders, cold water cisterns, outside taps, blocked sinks, dripping taps, 
leaks etc 

 

Free estimates.   No call out charge.   No job to small. 
 

All work guaranteed 
 

Call Steve on: Mobile: 0793 8584443 
 Home: 01622 750176 
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This space  

available for  
your advert! 



 

 

PRESSURE CLEANING 
• Block & Concrete Drives 

• Patios & Decking 

• Paths & Walls 
 

Improve the appearance of  

your home! 
 

Refresh that tired looking   

driveway! 
 

Unsightly weeds and  

moss eliminated 
 

Block drives re-sanded 
 

No job too small 

Free quotations 

Seton Specialist Cleaning 

01622 756017 

07443 894580 
www.setonspecialistcleaning.co.uk 
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Osteopathic clinic for the treatment of; 

• Back, neck, joint pains 

• Muscular pains 

• Trapped nerves 

• Neck related headaches 

• Postural problems 
 

“friendly and professional...  
I wouldn't hesitate to recommend him as I think he is brilliant”  

21 Warden Close Maidstone ME16 0JL 

01622 260101 
info@timwoodhealthcare.co.uk 
www.timwoodhealthcare.co.uk 

 
Use ‘Grapevine’  

to advertise  
your business or services! 

Email 
grapevinemaidstone@outlook.com 

Or phone 
Jenny on 01622 299715 
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FREE ESTIMATES 

07889 255813 
01622 237812 

Family Run Business 
 info@allingtonroofing.co.uk · www.allingtonroofing.co.uk 

• Chimney Work 

• Lead Work 

• Roof Valleys 

• Small Repairs Strip & 

Retile 

A L L I N G T O N  R O O F I N G 
Family Run Business 

Est 1979 

Refurbishment & Repair Specialist 

Fascias, Soffits  

Guttering and Cladding 

Extensions & Loft Conversions 

Windows, Doors & Conservatories 

Driveways 

• Roof Cleaning & Moss Removal  

• Clear & Coloured Coatings 

• Moss Repellent 

• Ridges Re-pointed & Re-bedded 

• Felt Flat Roofing  

    & Three Layer System 
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Specialising in Landlord & Tenant Law      
Supporting Landlords, Letting Agents, Solicitors, Tenants 

 

43 Earl Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1PD 
T: 01622 438 551 M: 07715 532679 

 
julie@landlordlitigation.co.uk    

                                                  
contracts, section 8 and 21 notices, claims, disrepair,  
mediation, disputes, rent arrears, deposits,  HMO’s,  

Legal Update Training for Landlords and Agents 

www.landlordlitigation.co.uk 

mailto:julie@landlordlitigation.co.uk
http://www.landlordlitigation.co.uk
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An Independent Funeral Director 

Penenden Heath 
01622 662661 
4 Hillary Road, 

Penenden Heath,  
Maidstone, Kent ME14 2JP 

Paul J. Rowland 
 
                           

 

Funeral Directors Ltd. 
Allington 

01622 757177 
15 Mid Kent Shopping Centre,  

Castle Road, Allington,  
Maidstone, Kent ME16 0PU 

24 Hours a Day ~ 365 Days a Year 
Serving the community of Allington, Maidstone  

and the surrounding areas. 
We offer a full range of services and facilities, 

home arrangements at your convenience.  
             Free car parking 

Company Director: Paul J. Rowland 
www.pauljrowlandfuneraldirectors.co.uk 

PINEBANK VETERINARY SURGERY  
85 b London Road 

Maidstone 
ME160DX - opposite Dunelms and Argos 

 

•  INDEPENDENT  non corporate family run practice  

• SOLE veterinary surgeon 

• Free carpark in surgery grounds 

• Full onsite facilities 

• High standard of surgical and medical care by very 
experienced team 

• Pet passports 

• Personal care and attention 

• 24 hours emergency provision 

Please ring 01622-755098 
Consultations by appointment   

At Pinebank we consider patient care of  
paramount importance. 



 

 

MATTHEW WATTS 
 

ROOFING CONTRACTOR 
 

For all your Roofing needs! 
 

LEADWORK, ROOF RENEWALS, TILING,  
SLATING, FLAT ROOFS, CEDAR SHINGLES,  

SOFFITS & FASCIAS, GUTTERING,  
CHIMNEY REMOVALS/REPAIRS. 

 

For a free quotation 
 

Tel:  01622 661862 

Mobile:  07739 185920 
 

20+ years experience 
 

131 London Road, Allington, Maidstone, Kent, ME16 0HF 
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Please mention 

Grapevine 
when  

responding to our 
advertisers! 
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Small, family-run residential home  •   All rooms en-suite  •   
Varied activities programme  •  Day Care and Respite Care available 

Tel/01622 751620  •  Fax/01622 692161  •  email/fairlawnreshome@aol.com  •  
www.fairlawnrh.co.uk  

327 Queens Road, Maidstone, Kent, ME16 0ET  



 

 

MAIDSTONE DANCE 
STUDIOS LTD 

 

Teaching in a professional but  
enjoyable manner since 1963 

 

Ballet, Hip Hop, Modern,  
Street Jazz and Tap 

Taught by our five fully  
qualified Teachers 

 
Classes available six days of the 

week at various locations -  
Allington, Bearsted, Coxheath and 

Madginford or our two Dance  
Studios close to the town centre 

 

 

Pupils taken from 21/2 years  
to Adults 

Dance for Fun, Dance for 
Fitness, or take  

ISTD Examinations 
 
 

For further information 

Call 01622 746835 
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Based in Allington 
 

From 1 - 8 Passengers 
 

Local trips and 
Airport Transfers 

 
Major credit cards accepted 

 
01622 76 55 55 
07930 28 12 29 

email smbtaxis@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

www.smbmaidsonecabs.co.uk 

VINER & SONS LTD 
 

Keith Viner 
 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS 
 

THIS BUSINESS HAS BEEN RUN BY OUR FAMILY SINCE 1777 
 

We pride ourselves on our Caring Personal Service 
 

All Locations Covered 
 

PERSONAL DAY AND NIGHT SERTVICE  
& PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

 
GOLDEN CHARTER  

PRE-PAYMENT SCHEMES AVAILABLE 
Please contact us for further details 

 
54 HIGH STREET, WEST MALLING, KENT  ME19 6LU 

Email:  info@vinerandsons.co,uk www.vinerandsons.co.uk 

 

Telephone: 01732 842485 



 

 

E B Garden  
Services 

 

All fencing and tree work 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

●All types of fencing renewed and repaired● 
●All kinds of trees topped, felled and pruned● 

●Hedges pruned and trimmed● 
●Regular lawn mowing● 

●Turfing● 
●Rough gardens put in order● 

●Patios, paths and drives pressure washed● 
●Patios laid● 

●Sheds repaired and treated● 
●Shed bases● 

●General  property maintenance● 
●Gutters cleaned out● 

_____________________________ 

 

No job too big or too small  
— we do them all 

 

Don’t delay phone today 
 

Direct line:- 

0780 050 4442 

Free 
Estimates 
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             ACA  Castle Road 
 Maidstone ME16 0PZ 
    
     Why not come and see  
               what  we have to offer! 

 
   Licensed Bar with Sky Sports &  

  BT Sports  
   Family bar and Function Hall   

  available for hire    
   Lounge Bar over 18's only -  
   also available for  wakes 
   ( Catering available upon request)  

Monday - Friday  
 ACA Playgroup (Term time only)     Call Katie          07545  556290 
 
Mondays & Wednesdays 
 ZUMBA 7.30pm         Call Clalre         07812  564460 
 
Tuesday’s 
Orchard Club for the over 60’s 1.30pm   Call Pat         01622  673633 
Slimming World  5.30pm & 7.30pm   Call Vanessa    07712  647797  
 
Wednesday’s    
 Whist Drive 1.00pm         Call Joy              01622  761346 
 
Thursday’s 
 Bingo 7.15pm     Call Joy              01622  761346 
Eucher Cards (Lounge Bar) 7.00pm  Call Julie            07813  956187 
 
Saturday’s 
Kungfoo (6-11yrs 9.30am)    Call Neil           07980  945378 
         (11-15yrs 10.30am) 
 
Sunday’s 
Bingo 8.00pm      Call Joy         01622  761346 

 
 

Adult £34  Adult & Spouse £46 (inc admin fee) 
Family  - Adult & spouse plus 1 child (second child free)  £58 

(all to reside at same address) 
Juniors £22 Senior (Over 60) £22 Senior & Spouse £34 

Keep up to date with what’s going on ! 

 
 

Email  secretary@aca-club.co.uk   Telephone  01622  673633 



 

 

WHERE AND WHEN — ORGANISATIONS IN THE PARISH 
Mondays:         Tel.enquiries 
 
Quilting Web   9.00am - 12.00pm ~ Small Hall   2nd, 4th, 5th 01622 710829 
Zumba    9.15am - 10.30am    07999 444045 
ALLARA Tai Chi           11.30am - 12.30pm    01622 756475 
ALLARA Painting  2.00pm - 4.00pm ~ Small Hall    01622 662707  
ALLARA Kurling   2.00pm -  5.00pm  2nd & 4th   01622 686305 
Flair School of Dance  4.00pm - 6.00pm ~ Small Hall   07713 260452 
2nd Allington Rainbows 4.30pm - 5.30pm @ Allington School     01622 685264 
Weight Watchers  6.15pm - 8.15pm              07888 740221 
4th Allington Brownies  6.00pm - 7.30pm @ Allington School  01622 686527 
1st Allington Guides  7.15pm - 8.45pm ~ Small Hall   01622 672985 
Allington Castle Beavers 6.00pm - 7.00pm ~ Small Hall   07846  600953 
 
Tuesdays:- 
 
Slimming World          9.45am - 11.45am ~ Small Hall   07770 700688 
Parent & Toddler Group 9.30am - 11.30am    07951 777854 
1st Allington Brownies  5.45pm - 7.30pm    01622 685007 
Kettlebridge Clog Dancing 8.00pm - 10.30pm    01622 727147 
Allington Scouts  7.30pm - 9.00pm ~ Small Hall   07846  600953 
ALLARA    1.00pm - 4.30pm~ 3rd      01622 756475 
Simply Pilates   6.00pm - 7.00pm ~ Small Hall   07845 442885 
Trefoil Guild   7.00pm onwards - 1st Tuesday      allingtong@btiternet,com 
 
Wednesdays:- 
 
Zumba    9.15am -10.15am    07999 444045 
Quilting Web             9.30am - 12.30pm ~ Small Hall  2nd,4th,5th 01622 710829 
Quilting Friends  9.30am - 12.30pm~ Small Hall 1st & 3rd 01622 744170 
ALLARA Keep Fit         10.30am - 11.30am    01622 756475 
2nd Allington Brownies 6.15pm - 7.45pm    01622 753563 
Maidstone Dance Academy   3.15pm - 6.15 Hall & 4.00 - 6.00 ~ Small Hall 01622 746835  
Allington Castle WI  7.00pm  - 9.30pm  ~ Small Hall 3rd  01622 721170 
Maidstone Circle Dance Club 8.00pm - 10.00pm ~ 1st   01622 753090 
 
Thursdays:- 
 
NHS Retirement Fellowship  10.30am - 12.45pm ~ 1st   01622 670240 
ALLARA           10.00am - 12.00 ~ Small Hall 1st   01622 756475 
Creative Art & Textiles  10.00am—3.00pm    01622 695769 
Allington Knights Beavers 5.45pm - 6.45pm     07846  600953 
Allington Cub Scouts  6.30pm - 8.00pm @ Allington School           07846  600953 
2nd Allington Guides  7.00pm - 8.45pm ~ Small Hall   01622 685264 
Allington Garden Club   7.30pm - 9.30pm ~ 1st     01622 754855 
Mid Kent Fuchsia Group  7.15pm - 10.15pm  ~ 2nd    01795 539722  
Mothers’ Union    2.30pm - 4.30pm  ~ Church  ~3rd   01622 678312 
 
Fridays:- 
 
Zumba    9.15am - 11.15am ~ Small Hall   07999  444045 
Simply Pilates   12.30pm - 2.30pm ~Small Hall   07845 442885 
Musical Playtime  10.00am - 11.00am     01622 669400      
St Nicholas Fellowship   2.30pm - 4.30pm ~ 2nd                      764913/762548 
OASIS Café / Mums & Babes 9.30am—12noon ~2nd   in Church  07951 777854 
Saturdays:- 
 
Children’s Saturday Club 10.00am—12 noon ~ 3rd   07951 777854 
1st Allington Rainbows  9.00am - 10.00am ~ Small Hall   07742  846625 
Hearty Quilters   9.00am - 1.00pm  ~ 1st     01732  823383 
Clouds Youth  Group  1.30pm - 4.30pm ~ Small Hall   07886 566984 
Mid Kent Metal Detecting Club 6.30pm-10pm ~ 2nd                     01233 612312 
Men’s Breakfast  8.30am - 9.30am  Last Saturday  01622 759278 
Sundays 
 
Light Life Christian Fellowship 11.00am—1.30pm~Small Hall   josephanderson111@icloud.com 
Light Life Christian Fellowship 5.30pm—8.30pm ~Small Hall   josephanderson111@icloud.com  
 

All information is for reference only and may be subject to change  - please check for further  
information regarding hall availability with the Church Office on 01622 299715 
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May 2019 

1 Wed 8.30am Morning Prayer 
  10.00am Holy Communion  with Mothers’ Union 
  7.30pm Evening Prayer 

2 Thur 9.00am Prayer Space 
5 Sun 8.00am Holy Communion 
  10.00am Morning Worship 
  5.00pm OASIS in the Afternoon 

6 Mon 8.30am Morning  Prayer 
7 Tue 7.30pm Bible Project 
8 Wed 8.30am Morning Prayer 
  10.00am Holy Communion 
  7.30pm Evening Prayer 

9 Thur 9.00am Prayer Space 
10 Fri 10.00am OASIS Café with Mums and Babes 

  2.15pm St Nicholas Fellowship - Country Ride 
12 Sun 9.30am OASIS 

  11.00am Holy Communion 
13 Mon 8.30am Morning  Prayer 
15 Wed 8.30am Morning Prayer 

  10.00am Holy Communion 
  7.30pm Evening Prayer 

16 Thur 9.00am Prayer Space 
  2.30pm Mothers’ Union Meeting 

17 Fri 7.30pm Medway Big Band Concert 
18 Sat 11.00am Messy Builders! 
19 Sun 8.00am Holy Communion 

  10.00am 
OASIS  Communion followed by  
Auction of Promises 

20 Mon 8.30am Morning Prayer 
21 Tue 7.30pm Bible Project 
22 Wed 8.30am Morning Prayer 

  10.00am Holy Communion  
  7.30pm Evening Prayer 

23 Thur 9.00am Prayer space 
26 Sun 9.30am OASIS 

  11.00am Holy Communion 
27 Mon 8.30am Morning  Prayer 
29 Wed 10.00am Holy Communion 
30 Thur 9.00am Prayer space 

    


