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 Parish General Information 
 

For enquiries about Baptisms, Funerals or Weddings,  
please contact Rev Chris on 01622 297307 

Or rev.chris@hotmail.co.uk 
Also for Banns of Marriage  

(the form can be downloaded from the website). 
www.stnicholasallington.org.uk 

Jenny Stone - Parish Administrator 
Tuesdays 9.00am - 12 noon 

Fridays 9.00am - 12 noon 
Church Office ~ 01622 299715 (answerphone)  

stnicholas1@outlook.com 
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St Nicholas Church 
Poplar Grove, Allington, ME16 0DE 

 
Priest in Charge  Rev. Chris Lavender 

01622 297307       E-mail: rev.chris@hotmail.co.uk 
                                            Curate    Rev.  Barry Knott 
                         07475 468622          E-mail: rev.barry@icloud.com 
                                               Children & Families Minister 
     Fiona Higgs 
                                     07951 777854 
 
                                                       Churchwardens 
  Angela Redford    Mike Evans 
                          01622 758641             07432 713277    
            angela.redford@hotmail.co.uk           michaelevans045@gmail.com         

 
 

 
 

Secretary 
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Treasury Team 
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Nigel Smetham 
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Chris Cook 
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Tel 678312 
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Prayer Coordinator 
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Sunday Services 
 

  8.00 am Holy Communion – 1st & 3rd Sundays 
  9.30   am OASIS  All-age worship – 2nd & 4th Sundays 
         10.00   am Morning Worship - 1st Sunday 
         10.00 am OASIS Joint Communion  – 3rd Sunday 
         10.00  am Joint Service - 5th Sunday at  
    St Nicholas or St Andrew’s 
         11.00  am Holy Communion - 2nd & 4th Sundays                                                                 
  5.00   pm OASIS in the Afternoon - 1st Sunday 
  6.00   pm JAHFA for senior school pupils -  1st Sunday 
 Mondays    8.30 am Morning Prayer 
 
 Wednesdays   8.30 am Morning Prayer 
    10.00  am Holy Communion 
      7.30  pm Evening Prayer 
 Thursdays  9.00  am   Prayer Space 

 St. Nicholas Explorers 
 

After school club for 7-11s – term time only 
Allington Primary School – Wednesday 3.15  - 4.30 pm 

Palace Wood Primary School – Tuesday 3.20 -  4.30 pm 
 

Saturday Club / Messy Church 
Normally held on the 3rd Saturday morning of the month  

and advertised in Grapevine. 
 

Home Groups 
 
Group 1 -  meets on alternate Monday mornings at 
         23 Buckland Lane.    Contact tel: 752181 Rachel Norman 
  
Group 2 – meets on alternate Thursday evenings at various venues 
             around the parish.   Contact tel: 764913 Mary Garrett 
 
Group 3 - meets on Thursday afternoons 2.00pm - 3.00pm 
        Contact  Angela on 758641 

 
Pastoral Group 

This is available to bring Home Communion, or just pay a visit to anyone 
who needs it. Please phone Mary Garrett on 01622 764913 
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Rev Chris Writes...... 
  
 
By the time that you read this the Commons vote will have 
taken place on the Brexit deal presented by Theresa May 
and her supporters. We should by now have a better idea as 
to whether we will exit from the EU with, or without, a deal 
of some sort. 
 
The implications of our leaving the EU with, or without, that 
deal are immensely complicated and impossible to predict. Will it be better 
for our economy, or not - who knows? Whatever the situation there will be 
winners and there will be losers. 
 
As a nation I firmly believe that, on the whole, we have a history of fairness, 
tolerance and a desire to play a just and appropriate part on the world stage. 
I am sure that these underlying principles will continue post Brexit - indeed 
they must continue. 
 
Our nation, and our politicians, have been very divided over the issue and 
there have been inflammatory remarks that have been less than helpful. I 
have no doubt there has also been some political manoeuvring that was 
more about individual egos rather than the common good.  
 
The Queen, in her Christmas Day message, talked of the need as much as 
ever, at this time, for "peace on earth and goodwill to all". She emphasised 
the importance of people with opposing views treating each other respect-
fully. The Archbishop, in his New Year message, talked of how we all too 
often 'fall out' with each other but that we must be "committed to discover-
ing more of what it means to be citizens together, even amid great challeng-
es and changes." 
 
I recently mentioned in one of my sermons that the Brexit debate has been 
dominated by economics and politics. But these must never be allowed to 
have the last word. There is a moral, and I must say spiritual, duty each of us 
has that goes way beyond our own needs and desires and embraces a 
global humanity, along with all the challenges that face this planet of ours. 
I hope, and pray, whatever the outcome of Brexit we will live by the example 
of humility, self-sacrifice, generosity, tolerance and respect that should be at 
the heart of the faith we have in Jesus Christ - not for our own sakes but for 
the sake of all humanity, and indeed for all of creation. 
 
 
Rev Chris 
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A Christian Drama about a grieving man 
who receives a mysterious, personal  

invitation to meet with God at a place 
called ‘The Shack’ 

St Nicholas Church 
Free Film Afternoon for Lent 
Saturday 23rd March 3.00pm 
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St Nicholas LOOs and LIGHTs CAMPAIGN 
 
Have you ever used the toilet in our 
church? 
 
You will appreciate that, after 40 
years, it needs updating.  
 
Your Church Council has decided that 
the toilet facilities must now be 
improved and plan to create 3 
separate toilets (including an ac-
cessible one) and a new tea-bar in 
the church - all to 21st century 
standards. These new facilities will be 
constructed within the existing office 
and vestry area; it will cost around 
£35,000. 
 
At the same time, we intend to improve the standard of 
lighting in the church to make it less harsh and a more 
flexible source for services and other events; this will cost 
around £10,000. 
 
So, in total we need to raise £45,000. 
 
We shall be running a variety of fund-raising events in 2019 
but the majority of the funds need to be raised by us in the 
form of donations. 
 
If you would like to see improved toilet facilities and better 
lighting in the church please consider making a donation. 
 
The fund raising campaign is launched this month – so pick 
up a donation form from the back of church or from the 
website www.stnicholasallington.org.uk so you can  
contribute towards this major improvement to our facilities. 
 
Thank you for your support, 
 
Sarah, David, Nigel & Jill (Fundraising Team) 
01622 299715 – Parish Office 
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The Christian is supposed to love his neighbour, and since his wife is his 
nearest neighbour, she should be his deepest love. – Martin Luther  
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WHO  ARE  THEY?   
Where did all the Christian denominations come from? 

We continue the series on Christian Churches in the UK 
 

This month:  Where did all the Presbyterian churches come from? 
 
The word ‘presbyterian’ comes from the Greek term ‘presbuteros,’ which is 
found in the Greek New Testament.  In most English Bibles it is translated as 
‘elder.’  In Acts 13 and 14 there is the record of the places where Paul and 
Barnabas preached on their first missionary journey.  The Christian converts 
were gathered together into Church fellowships and Paul and Barnabas 
‘appointed elders for them in every church’ (14:23).   
 
These ‘elders’ or ‘presbyterers’ were pastors, appointed to preach the Word 
of God and shepherd the flock of God.  Two other terms are also found in 
the Greek NT relating to Church leadership.  They are ‘episcopus,’ translated 
‘bishop’ and  ‘diakonos,’ translated ‘deacon.’  It is fairly clear that these four 
words, elder, presbyter, bishop and deacon, are interchangeable.  They all 
refer to the pastors and leaders who were responsible for preaching and 
pastoral ministry in the NT churches. 
 
Presbyterian Churches were founded as a result of the 16th century 
Protestant Reformation.  The German Reformation, led by Martin Luther, 
preferred the word bishop, so the Lutheran Church became episcopal, 
meaning the rule of bishops.  The Reformation in Switzerland, led by John 
Calvin and Ulrich Zwingli, preferred the words elders and presbyters, so 
their churches were organised under the leadership of presbyters, hence 
‘presbyterian.’ One reason for this preference was that Calvin and Zwingli did 
not like the power and authority and prestige that belonged to bishops in 
the Roman Church. 
 
When the Reformation took root in Britain, it produced an Episcopal Church 
in England and a Presbyterian Church in Scotland.  This was because John 
Knox, Scotland’s fiery Reformer, had spent time in Geneva and was very at-
tracted to the kind of church worship, government and preaching that he 
found there.  The Church that Knox founded in 1560 and led until his death in 
1572, became the Church of Scotland.  It was strongly Protestant and Calvin-
ist in its doctrine, putting strong emphasis on the importance of preaching 
and the leadership of God-called elders.  In the following century the West-
minster Confession was drawn up in London between 1643 and 1646.  To-
gether with the Longer and Shorter Catechisms, this Confession became, 
after Scripture, the doctrinal foundation of Presbyterianism, both in Britain 
and wherever Presbyterian Churches were founded across the world. 
In the reign of Elizabeth I  Presbyterian churches were organised in England 
but they were never as numerous or as influential as the Church of England.  
The Presbyterian Church in England united with the Congregational Church 
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in 1972 and became the United Reformed Church.  Scottish settlers in the 
North of Ireland in the 17th century brought their Presbyterian faith with them 
and it became strongly established.  Eventually Presbyterianism was estab-
lished in North America and particularly in the countries of the old British Em-
pire including South Africa, India, New Zealand and Australia.  Presbyterian 
missions expanded the work in Central and South America, in Europe, the 
Middle East and the Far East. 
 
From the beginning, Presbyterianism was characterised by the rule and lead-
ership of elders but this did not mean a sharp division between ministers and 
lay people. Instead elders who had the gifts of teaching and preaching were 
ordained while other elders were appointed to have administrative and finan-
cial responsibility.  Each local congregation calls its own minister. The local 
church is governed by the Kirk Session while Presbyteries are groups of 
churches in a geographical area, resembling a large parish.  On a national 
level Presbyterian Churches are governed by their General Assemblies.   
 
Presbyterian worship has traditionally been conservative with most Presby-
terian churches having choirs and congregational hymn-singing.  A number 
of smaller Presbyterian groups, however, broke away from the larger organi-
sation and formed churches where only the metrical Psalms are sung. These 
more conservative congregations adhere strictly to the theology of the 
Westminster Confession and are often openly critical of what they label the 
‘liberalism’ of the larger Presbyterian groups.   
 
From the very beginning, the mainstream Presbyterian Churches were active 
supporters of the Ecumenical Movement.   In general Presbyterianism has 
always been characterised by a ministry that is theologically learned and 
noted for its preaching and scholarship. Presbyterianism has also promoted 
both home and overseas missions, established schools and hospitals in its 
missionary work, and has been very active in local and national endeavours 
to promote an improvement in social welfare. 

 
Dr H B McGonigle is Senior Lecturer in Historical Theology, Church History and 
Wesley Studies in Nazarene Theological College, Manchester, England. 
 
Originally published in 2007 - Parish Pump 

With Lent coming, we consider prayer… 
 Kneel before you leap.  – George Allen 
 
Anything is a blessing which makes us pray. – C H Spurgeon 
 
A prayer in its simplest definition is merely a wish turned God-ward.  Phillips 
Brooks  
 
A clenched fist produces anger; an open hand produces harmony. – Anon  
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St Valentine - Who Was He?? 
 
Officially recognized by the Roman Catholic Church, St. Valentine is known 
to be a real person who died around A.D. 270. However, his true identity was 
questioned as early as A.D. 496 by Pope Gelasius I, who referred to the mar-
tyr and his acts as “being known only to God.” One account from the 1400s 
describes Valentine as a temple priest who was beheaded near Rome by 
the emperor Claudius II for helping Christian couples wed. A different ac-
count claims Valentine was 
the Bishop of Terni, also 
martyred by Claudius II on 
the outskirts of Rome. Be-
cause of the similarities of 
these accounts, it’s thought 
they may refer to the same 
person. Enough confusion 
surrounds the true identity 
of St. Valentine that the 
Catholic Church discontin-
ued liturgical veneration of 
him in 1969, though his 
name remains on its list of 
officially recognized saints.  
 
The saint we celebrate on Valentine’s Day is known officially as St. Valentine 
of Rome in order to differentiate him from the dozen or so other Valentines 
on the list. Because “Valentinus”—from the Latin word for worthy, strong or 
powerful—was a popular moniker between the second and eighth centuries 
A.D., several martyrs over the centuries have carried this name. The official 
Roman Catholic roster of saints shows about a dozen who were named Val-
entine or some variation thereof. The most recently beatified Valentine is St. 
Valentine Berrio-Ochoa, a Spaniard of the Dominican order who traveled to 
Vietnam, where he served as bishop until his beheading in 1861. Pope John 
Paul II canonized Berrio-Ochoa in 1988. There was even a Pope Valentine, 
though little is known about him except that he served a mere 40 days 
around A.D. 827.  
 
Saints are certainly expected to keep busy in the afterlife. Their holy 
duties include interceding in earthly affairs and entertaining petitions 
from living souls. In this respect, St. Valentine has wide-ranging spiritu-
al responsibilities. People call on him to watch over the lives of lovers, 
of course, but also for interventions regarding beekeeping and epilep-
sy, as well as the plague, fainting and traveling. As you might expect, 
he’s also the patron saint of engaged couples and happy marriages. 
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The flower-adorned skull of St. Valentine is on display in the Basilica of 
Santa Maria in Cosmedin, Rome. In the early 1800s, the excavation of a 
catacomb near Rome yielded skeletal remains and other relics now 
associated with St. Valentine. As is customary, these bits and pieces of 
the late saint’s body have subsequently been distributed to reliquaries 
around the world. You’ll find other bits of St. Valentine ’s skeleton on 
display in the Czech Republic, Ireland, Scotland, England and France.  

The medieval English poet Geoffrey Chaucer often took liberties with 
history, placing his poetic characters into fictitious historical contexts 
that he represented as real. No record exists of romantic celebrations 
on Valentine’s Day prior to a poem Chaucer wrote around 1375. In his 
work “Parliament of Foules,” he links a tradition of courtly love with the 
celebration of St. Valentine ’s feast day–an association that didn’t exist 
until after his poem received widespread attention. The poem refers to 
February 14 as the day birds (and humans) come together to find a ma-
te. When Chaucer wrote, “For this was sent on Seynt Valentyne ’s day  
Whan every foul cometh ther to choose his mate, ” he may have invented 
the holiday we know today. 
 
Because of the abundance of St. Valentines on the Roman Catholic roster, 
you can choose to celebrate the saint multiple times each year. Besides 
February 14, you might decide to celebrate St. Valentine of Viterbo on No-
vember 3. Or maybe you want to get a jump on the traditional Valentine cel-
ebration by feting St. Valentine of Raetia on January 7. Women might 
choose to honor the only female St. Valentine (Valentina), a virgin martyred 
in Palestine on July 25, A.D. 308. The Eastern Orthodox Church officially cele-
brates St. Valentine twice, once as an elder of the church on July 6 and once 
as a martyr on July 30.  
 
Source www.history.com 

ALLINGTON COMMUNITY MARKET 
Friday 1st March 
12 noon to 3.00pm 

St Nicholas Church Hall -  Poplar Grove Allington 
 

Refreshments available -  provided by Little Fant Farm 
Come and support your local independent traders!  
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Following on from the success of our summer 2018 series on the 
Old Testament and our series on Romans last Autumn we will 
continue to offer the opportunity to engage in our study series us-
ing this video based resource 'The Bible Project'.  
 
For the New Year we will be looking at the last book of the bible, 
Revelation. 
 
There will be evening and daytime groups available in  
St Nicholas' Church during January, February and March. 
The daytime meetings continue on Wednesdays, at 11am,  
as follows; 
 
FEBRUARY 13th & 27th 
MARCH 13th & 27th 
 
The evening meetings continue on Tuesdays, at 7.30pm,  
as follows 
 
FEBRUARY 12th & 26th 
MARCH 12th & 26th 
All are welcome to attend - refreshments will be provided. 
 
Rev Chris 
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News of the Church in the UK 
The Bible verse of 2018 
A Bible app, YouVersion, has named Isaiah 41:10 as the most popular verse 
of 2018. 
That verse has been posted, bookmarked, and highlighted more times than 
any other on the app (which has been downloaded more than 350,000 times 
around the world). 
Isaiah 41:10 reads: ‘So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I 
am your God.  I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand.’  The verse also came top in Chile, France, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Perus, South Africa, Spain and the United States. 
But in the UK, for 2018, we preferred Jeremiah 29:11: ‘For I know the plans I 
have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to proper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.’ 
 
Child slavery tackled 
World Vision’s new programme to help stop child slavery in Ethiopia, the 
Central African Republic, and the Democratic Republic of Congo is to re-
ceive £12.4m in funding from the UK aid budget over the next four years. 
The programme launched late last year and is aimed at supporting and 
bringing justice to 12,000 children suffering from the ‘worst forms’ of child 
labour.  Such children can be sold, trafficked, put into debt bondage, serf-
dom, or forced labour, or forcibly recruited into armed conflict, or used in 
prostitution or pornography, or engaged in hazardous work. 
The programme will offer sustainable employment to families, work with 
businesses to end child labour, and establish a mentoring scheme for 13,000 
lawyers, policymakers and other officials.   World Vision is working alongside 
War Child for this project. 
 
Historic churches share in funding payout 
77 churches and chapels in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland 
are sharing in a recent £430,000 grant payout from the National Churches 
Trust, the charity supporting church buildings of all Christian denominations 
across the UK. 
Broadcaster and journalist Huw Edwards, Vice President of The National 
Churches Trust, said:   ‘The UK’s historic churches and chapels are a vital part 
of our national heritage. The cost of this work is far beyond what most con-
gregations can pay for themselves and the latest grants from the National 
Churches Trust will help ensure that 77 churches and chapels are safe for 
future generations to enjoy.’ 
In 2018 the National Churches Trust awarded grants of £1.2 million to help 
202 projects at churches and chapels around the UK.  Demand for funding 
from the National Churches Trust continues to grow, with 583 grant applica-
tions received in 2018, up from 473 grant applications in 2017. 
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Wordsearch for February 
 

The Presentation of Christ in the Temple/ Candlemas 
Candlemas, 2 February, comes exactly 40 days after Christmas. In New Tes-
tament times 40 days old was an important age for a baby boy: it was when 
they made their first ‘public appearance’.  Mary, like all good Jewish moth-
ers, went to the Temple with Jesus, her first male child - to ‘present Him to 
the Lord’.  Thus, we have the Festival of the Presentation of Christ in the 
Temple. (Luke 2: 22-40)  So where does the Candlemas bit come in? Jesus is 
described in the New Testament as the Light of the World, and early Chris-
tians developed the tradition of lighting many candles in celebration of this 
day.   
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WIT   &   WISDOM 
St. Nicholas Church Hall 

Poplar Grove, Maidstone 

Saturday 23rd February 7.30pm 
 

Teams of 6-8            £5 a head 
Tea and coffee provided –  

bring your own drink and nibbles 
Bookings – 01622 204569 

In aid of THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 

Seventeenth Century Nun's Prayer 
 
Lord, thou knowest better than I know myself that I am growing older 
and will some day be old. Keep me from the fatal habit of thinking I must 
say something on every subject and on every occasion. Release me 
from craving to straighten out everybody's affairs. Make me thoughtful 
but not moody; helpful but not bossy. With my vast store of wisdom it 
seems a pity not to use it all, but Thou knowest Lord, that I want a few 
friends at the end. 
 
Keep my mind free from the recital of endless details; give me wings to 
get to the point. Seal my lips on my aches and pains. They are increasing 
and love of rehearsing them is becoming sweeter as the years go by. I 
dare not ask for grace enough to enjoy the tales of other's pains, but 
help me to endure them with patience. I dare not ask for improved 
memory, but for a growing humility and a lessening cocksureness when 
my memory seems to clash with the memories of others. Teach me the 
glorious lesson that occasionally I may be mistaken. 
 
Keep me reasonably sweet; I do not want to be a saint-some of them are 
so hard to live with-but a sour old person is one of the crowning works of 
the Devil. Give me the ability to see good things in unexpected places 
and talents in unexpected people. And, give me, O Lord, the grace to tell 
them so. 
 
Amen.    (Anonymous)     Submitted by June Bagshaw 



 

 

Union on Facebook 
 
ALLINGTON  
CASTLE 
We are back in the swing of things 
and making plans for the new year, 
already we have a fish and chip 
lunch in February and hopefully 
many cream teas in the spring. At 
our February meeting Chris Steward 
will be talking about boating adven-
tures in France.  
We meet the 3rd Wednesday of the 
month in St Nicks small hall 7 for 
7.30. You are always welcome to join 
us. 
Pat Gibbons 
 
ALLINGTON GARDEN CLUB 
Our next meeting is on February 7th 
when we will have our AGM fol-
lowed by a talk on Herbs. 
Our membership fees are staying 
the same at £13 cheques preferred 
and visitors £3 per visit. We have two 
outings planned for this year, 
Leonardslee on 25th May and Wis-
ley on 27th July. We will start taking 
names and money from February 
onwards and again cheques would 
be preferred. 
 
Pam Blake           
 
WESTBOROUGH  
BOWLS CLUB 
As you would expect, the 
winter months are quite quiet at 
Westborough Bowls Club. We try to 
work on the green but this very 
much depends on the weather. As 

 
 
 

We were delighted to hear that 
Lynne Tembey, our outgoing World
-Wide President has been awarded 
an OBE for services to the Mothers’ 
Union. 
We start the month with our MU 
Communion Service on Wednes-
day 6 February at 10.00am, which is 
a “said” Communion.  Please join us 
if you can. 
Our meeting this month, which is on 
Thursday 21 February at 2.30pm in 
church, It is the   Triennial AGM 
when we shall be electing new 
officers and committee for the next 
3 years. 
Following the AGM  by a talk by 
Dawn Riach-Brown, a Community 
Support Worker for Maidstone and 
Allington. 
This is my farewell report, as I shall 
be retiring after 7 years as Branch 
Leader, 3 as Treasurer, 6 as Secre-
tary and 20 years overall on the 
committee.  Now is the time for oth-
ers to take charge!  Roger will also 
be retiring after 7 years as Treasurer 
of the Branch but will be continuing 
as Treasurer for the Archdeaconry. 
I would like to thank everyone who 
has been so supportive over the 
years. 
My best wishes to you all for the 
new Triennial. 
 
Mary Gentry    (678312) 
Branch Leader 
Follow Mothers’  
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Youth & Organisations News 



 

 

there is nothing much to report, I 
thought that the readers of The 
Grapevine might be interested in 
learning a little about the history of 
the club.  
In 1925, the Cherry Orchard Bowls 
Club was formed, taking its name 
from the road where their green was 
located. Inevitably, the club’s green 
was converted to allotments during 
World War II to help the war effort 
and club activity was suspended for 
the duration. 
 
Once the war was over, some keen 
members reformed the club and ar-
ranged to share facilities with Clare 
Park. It was decided to rename the 
club as West Borough as the com-
mittee meetings were held in the 
West Borough Social Club and the 
club had lost its association with its 
original location. 
 
Keen to have their own bowls green, 
the club was very pleased when, in 
1980, they were invited to take over 
the green that existed in Sharps 
Toffees Sports Ground on London 
Road. When the sports ground was 
eventually sold off to developers in 
about 2000, the green was preserved 
and leased back to the club. At the 
same time, the Millennium Green next 
door was established as a protected 
open space. 
 
Westborough (now usually written as 
one word) has continued to thrive ev-
er since so if you are looking to join a 
small, friendly club, please do get in 
touch. 
 
Steve Cordery (725650) 
steve@westboroughbowls.co.uk 
www.westboroughbowls.co.uk 

 
 
OPEN CIRCLE 
What connects Wil-
liam Wordsworth, 
Fletcher Christian from 
Mutiny on the Bounty and a lost man-
uscript? The answer is Val McDermid  
and her well-written (though rather 
implausible) story entitled The Grave 
Tattoo which is our book for Febru-
ary.  The novel is a departure from 
Mc Dermid’s usual plots but there 
are still murders to be solved as 
characters vie to be the one to re-
cover a lost manuscript of a poem by 
Wordsworth, apparently given to his 
friend Fletcher Christian after leaving 
Pitcairn Island. Suspend disbelief and 
you’ll enjoy the novel as I did last 
year. 
Over Christmas and the New Year 
I’ve enjoyed reading Pat Barker’s 
Border Crossing, another novel which 
is completely different from Barker’s 
famous war trilogy. It’s an absorbing 
novel centring on child psychologist 
Tom Seymour and a former patient 
of his, Danny Miller, convicted of 
murder when he was 11 years old. 
When Danny re-enters Tom’s life as 
an adult, the past is re-examined. It’s 
a thoroughly absorbing, intelligent 
novel and well –worth reading. 
I was given the new CJ Sansom 
Shardlake novel for Christmas, Tom-
bland, and am looking forward to 
reading that very soon, though at the 
moment I’m engrossed in Good Sug-
ar, Bad Sugar, a non-fiction book 
which speaks for itself! 
We were delighted that Margaret 
Rouse and Rosemary Froude joined 
us recently, and to welcome Fiona 
Foreman who joins us this month. 
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Allington library will have to in-
crease our number of copies! 
Our meetings in February are on 
Wednesday 13th for a discussion of 
The Grave Tattoo at Margaret 
Rouse’s, 9 Hazlitt Drive, and 
Wednesday 27th at Margaret Sal-
vage’s, 36 Poplar Grove, for coffee 
and discussion, both at 10.30 am. 
Everyone is free to join us. 
 
Dianne White 756660 
 
ST NICHOLAS  
FELLOWSHIP 
The January Meeting 
was a ‘Quiz After-
noon’, The format 
was quizzes either 
side of  our tea/coffee and not bis-
cuits this month but cake which 
had appeared with lit candles as it 
was somebody’s birthday and 
‘Happy Birthday’ was sung, yes it 
was mine! The initial quiz consisted 
of cryptic clues to find the names of 
London Underground Stations and 
a large-scale map was provided for 
assistance, Two groups achieved 
23 correct answers out of 25, with 
the  second quiz of the afternoon 
being trivia cryptic clues and the 
second section questions relating 
to the Bible. The meeting closed 
with a prayer, 21 members had had 
an enjoyable afternoon. 
Please note all our ‘at home’ meet-
ings are now in the church, and the 
next meeting is 8th February with 
the theme ‘Readings and Afternoon 
Tea’ (scones jam and cream). A 
warm welcome awaits  anyone who 
would wish to join us. 
Michael Froude  
01622 759098 

ALLINGTON  
TREFOIL GUILD 
Our January meeting 
saw us welcome in the new year with 
‘fizz and a quiz’ to get the grey matter 
working; We were joined by two new 
members.  
February's meeting will be an interna-
tional evening including a celebration 
of the Chinese New Year; and our 
meeting on the 5th March includes a 
presentation by the Kent Sussex and 
Surrey Air Ambulance.  
If you would like to know more about 
Trefoil Guild, please feel free to con-
tact us on the email address below. 
Nicola 
allingtontg@btinternet.com 
 
NEW ALLINGTON  
PLAYERS 
Rehearsals are well under-
way for our latest production of an 
evening of humorous sketches and 
popular songs For Better or for Worse 
on the theme of Love and Marriage, in 
celebration of St Valentine’s Day on 
Saturday February 16th at 7.30 pm in 
the church hall. 
Brian, Richard and Kathryn will pro-
vide most of the musical items includ-
ing Love and Marriage; As time Goes 
By; Almost Like Being in Love and The 
Anniversary Waltz.  
With a light-hearted quiz during the 
interval, a Valentine’s raffle and home-
made cakes, we hope that everyone 
who comes will have a super evening. 
Donations out of our proceeds will be 
given to the relationship charity Re-
late, and to St Nicholas’ Loos and 
Lights Appeal. 
Tickets are £8, available from Anne 
Sargent 764063 
Dianne White  756660 
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THEY CAME TO BE BAPTISED 
 
 Luke’s Gospel has moved on to about thirty 
years after the first Christmas. We hear about 
John the Baptist.  He emerges as some wild 
figure coming out the desert offering to bap-
tise people from villages along the river Jor-
dan.   Up until then, people born into the Jew-
ish religion did not need to be baptised.  Bap-
tism was only for outsiders.  So why did all this happen?  I want to explore 
my own reasons. 
 
The world at that time was not a perfect place.  There were a lot of good 
things going on.  There were a lot of good people around but there were 
other things.  These included unfairness, hunger and illness, injustice, lack of 
looking after, greed and exploitation, and people living under foreign Roman 
occupation.  Local working people had all these things going on around 
them.  It was a hard life in hard times.  People had to get out of life what they 
could.  To some extent, people might also be part of the system that im-
posed these wrongs on others.  So there were reasons why ordinary work-
ing people wanted to receive God’s forgiveness.    
 
 Next, the ways in which people could seek that forgiveness had now be-
come more available.  Instead of a fairly complicated system of animal sac-
rifices in the Temple in Jerusalem, forgiveness was now being offered to 
people living in villages along the River Jordan.  It appeared that different 
kinds of levels doing wrong or sin could all be forgiven at the same time.  
Along the banks of the river Jordan the sins were forgiven near to the place, 
or near to the kind of place, where the difficulties may have occurred.     
 
Equally important, the offer of forgiveness had still come from God, this time 
it was being offered by a son of a former Temple Priest who one day 
emerged from the desert and seemed full of the Holy Spirit of God.  Howev-
er he made very clear that he was not the chosen one or Messiah, but 
someone sent to prepare the way for someone else to come.    
 
There seems to have been one other thing and this led me to ponder.   From 
what we read, it appears that John the Baptist offered forgiveness to anyone 
who turned up and wanted to receive it.  There were no preliminaries.  Did 
that mean that this new forgiveness couldn’t quite have been explained in 
advance?  People had to experience it for themselves to know what it was 
that they were receiving.  Only after that did they go back to their villages 
where they could have discussed what they had just received.   As they 
shared their experience in their own words with people around them, the 
news started to spread.  Other people came to the River Jordan.       
Robin Hiam   
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Charity of the Month 
Alongside Africa 

Alongside Africa is a UK-based not for profit organisation that is committed 
to a world in which every person has the opportunity to earn a living.  We 
recognise the rights of marginalised and disadvantaged children, individuals 
and communities to be able to take responsibility for their own develop-
ment and independence. We focus on providing opportunities, not aid and 
our efforts are geared towards developing countries – initially in Africa. 
 
We work in partnership with local authorities, community groups and indi-
viduals to reach the most vulnerable and disadvantaged. 
  
Our strap line of opportunities, not aid recognises the right of marginalised 
and disadvantaged communities to be able take responsibility for their own 
development, and for this to be achieved with dignity and self respect, criti-
cal factors that are often lost when aid is provided instead of opportunities. 

Grapevine - Important Changes!! 
In order to ensure a more timely delivery of ‘Grapevine’ each month there will 
be some changes that will effect our regular contributors and magazine dis-
tributors! 
 
Our deadline date has been on the 10th of the month for the following month 
for many years - and stems from the time when we use to produce the maga-
zine ourselves in house. Now that we have been using a commercial printer to 
produce a magazine of a much more acceptable standard it is evident that 
there needs to be a longer ‘lead in’ time to ensure timely delivery each month. 
 
As from the March 2019 edition reports for our ‘Organisation News’ section 
and any other contributions need to be with the editor by 3rd of the month 
and not the 10th as previously. 
 
In addition, the December edition will cover the period up to mid January and 
the February edition will be published mid January to include the remaining 
half of January as well. There will be no August edition published as previous-
ly. Our advertising year will also now run from March to the following Febru-
ary. 
 
It is hoped that these changes will ensure an improvement in the current 
timescale for publication! 
Editor 
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Noticeboard

Charity Bottle for February 
Alongside Africa 

 
See page 21 for details 

St Nicholas Fellowship 
 
 Next Meeting 
Friday 8th February 2.30pm 
 
All Welcome! 
 
Contact Michael Froude for Details 
01622 759098 

 
 
 
 

Breakfast meeting in February 
Saturday 23rd February  

8.30am - 9.30am 
Brian 01622 759278 

 
 
 

Thursday 21st February 2.30pm 
 

Triennial AGM 
Followed by Dawn Riach-Brown 

Allington Community Support Worker 
 

grapevinemaidstone@outlook.com

ELECTORAL ROLL (Church membership list)
Every sixth year we are required to draw up a new 
Electoral Roll, in place of the previous one. This was 
last done in 2013 and so it is due to be done again this 
year. If you wish to remain on the Electoral Roll, or join 
it for the first time,  a form needs to be completed 
these can be found at the back of church, or can be 
obtained from the Parish Administrator.
 
Data Protection Consent Forms signed in 2018 confirm 
that you have given consent for St Nicholas' to hold 
your details in the Church Electoral Roll Directory. If 
you have not completed a consent form you will have 
to do so to enable the church to hold your information 
these forms are also at the back of church, or can be 
obtained from the Parish Administrator.
 
CALEB HOWARD 
Electoral Roll Officer 

Grateful thanks from The Children
  
The support which was given to The Children
Society recently is greatly  appreciated, with 
£320.31 donated from the Christmas collections and £172.84 
raised at the Christingle Bonfire & Bangers. That total sum of 
almost £500 makes a very significant contribution towards the 
work which the Society does in helping more than 10,000 chil-
dren and young people every year.
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OASIS Café & 
Mums & Babes  

@ St Nics 
10am –12 noon in the Church 

once a month  
on a Friday. 

An opportunity to relax and 
spend time with other new 

parents and members of the 
local community of all ages! 

Next meeting 
 

Friday 8th February 
Do join us for coffee & cake! 

Noticeboard 

Deadline for  
March  Grapevine 

Sunday 3rd February 
Please send articles  
and information to 

Email:  
grapevinemaidstone@outlook.com 

 
Saturday Club  

For Primary School Children 
16th February 10am - 12 noon 

grapevinemaidstone@outlook.com 

ELECTORAL ROLL (Church membership list) 
Every sixth year we are required to draw up a new  
Electoral Roll, in place of the previous one. This was 
last done in 2013 and so it is due to be done again this 
year. If you wish to remain on the Electoral Roll, or join 
it for the first time,  a form needs to be completed - 
these can be found at the back of church, or can be 
obtained from the Parish Administrator. 

Data Protection Consent Forms signed in 2018 confirm 
that you have given consent for St Nicholas' to hold 
your details in the Church Electoral Roll Directory. If 
you have not completed a consent form you will have 
to do so to enable the church to hold your information - 
these forms are also at the back of church, or can be 
obtained from the Parish Administrator. 

Grateful thanks from The Children’s Society 

The support which was given to The Children’s  
 appreciated, with 

£320.31 donated from the Christmas collections and £172.84 
raised at the Christingle Bonfire & Bangers. That total sum of 
almost £500 makes a very significant contribution towards the 
work which the Society does in helping more than 10,000 chil-
dren and young people every year. 
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Rotas for February 
LOCAL CHEMISTS’ ROTA 
 

Boots, King Street, Mon-Sat 8.30am-5.30pm, Thu 8.30am-8.00pm,  
Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm.   
Lloyds Pharmacy, Mid Kent Shopping Centre Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30 pm,  
Saturday 9am-5pm.   
Sainsbury's Pharmacy, until 10 pm Mon to Sat, normal opening times on    Sunday.  

CHURCH ROTAS 
 

Sidespeople  
 8.00am  9.30am  10.00am  11.00am 
February w/e 
3 A Waddams     E Harrington 
 J Sargent     D & M Derry 
 
10    A Redford     R Froude 
    C McInnes     J Harlock 
 
17 D & B Davison    M Salvage 
       D Salvage   
       C Colyer 
 
24    I Redford     M Gentry 
    S Lavender     G Garrett 
    D Hayles  
    
     Sanctuary Cleaning    Coffee           
February w/e 
3  N Bailey   June Bagshaw & Christine Colyer    
10      Michael Froude & Ann Williams 
17  M Gentry   Liz Walker & Caroline McInnes   
24      John Tester & Margaret Fagg   
       
 

We commend to the loving care of our Lord 
 

Jessica Good  Iris Abrams  Derrick King  Daphne Acton 
Daphne Kightley Stanley Neale Sandra Nightingale 
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J NORRIS  
Electrical Contractor 

• Emergency call outs 

• Fault finding 

• Rewires, full & partial 

• Sockets, indoor/outdoor lights 

• Fuse board changes 

• Commercial enquiries welcome 
 

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES 
NO JOB TOO LARGE OR SMALL 

 
01634 920598   07966 511408 

Email: jnorriselectrical@gmail.com 

All aspects of  
domestic electrical work 

  20  
  YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAIDSTONE LAWN TENNIS CLUB 
GIDDYHORN LANE PARK 
ALLINGTON MAIDSTONE ME16 0DE 

Zane: 07932 573 888   
admin@hotshotztennis.co.uk  

Elegant Tea Party 
 

Vintage afternoon  
tea china for hire. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Great for weddings,  
christenings, birthdays,  

anniversaries etc. 
Email: 

Elegantteaparty@outlook.com 
Phone: 07923 040942 



 

 

 
 
      Handmade curtains,  

                blinds and  
                accessories 

 

A friendly, professional service making 

bespoke soft furnishings for every room of 

your  home 

   
All curtain styles handmade   

    Roman blinds made to a perfect fit 
           A full measuring service 
           Fabric and design advice 

Cushions, pelmets  
and all matching soft furnishing                                                 

 
Very competitive rates 

 

Anna Harries                   01622 763685 

5 Birchwood Road   

annaharries@btinternet.com      
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AG Driveways are a Maidstone based company specialising in all 
types of groundwork from design through to construction. 

We also offer an aftercare service to keep your  
drive or patio always looking its’ best! 

We pride ourselves on carrying out our work to the highest  
of standards. No job is too big or too small  

and all our work carries a full guarantee. 

Mobile: 07710 010107 ~ Office: 01622 763538 
 

www.agdriveways.co.uk 
 

Email  agdriveways@aol.com 

 Block Paving 

 Tarmac 

 Tar and Grit 

 Drop Kerbs 

 Commercial Premises 

 Car Parks/Roads 

 Playground/Tennis Courts 

 Business Forecourts 

 High Pressure Cleaning System 

 White Lining 

 

D K PLASTERING 
 

All plastering 
carried out  

at reasonable  
prices  

For a clean  
and tidy job 
Call David 

 
01622 728494 
07974 891795 

Email  
dk.plastering@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:annaharries@btinternet.com
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Billy Smith 
 

For all your Building  
& Property Repairs  

 

 
Kitchens  -  Bathrooms  -   

All Plumbing Works  -   
Plastering  -  Electrical  -   

Carpentry  -  Tiling     
Flooring 

Painting &  Decorating (inside 
and out!)  

 
01622 678376  or  

07790 113868 
For a friendly  

personal service 
 

3 Birchwood Road 
Allington ME16 0BB 

ALLINGTON MARINA 
 

Boat Sales 
 

Chandlery 
 

Calor Gas 
 

Gas Oil 
 

Craning 
 

Engineers 
 

Mooring  
 

For all your 
gas supplies! 

We stock all cylinder sizes,  
regulators and hoses.  
Open 7 days a week  

Collection only    

01622 752057 
Castle Road, Allington ME16 0NH 
sales@allingtonmarina.com 

www.allingtonmarina.com 

‘The Small Business Champions’ 

• Start-up Advice 

• Fixed Fees agreed in advance 

• Flexible Payments 

• Companies / Partnerships 

• CIS / Self Employed 

• Landlords / Corp Tax 

• Income Tax / PAYE / VAT 

• Flexible Meetings 
 

Call Gary Richards for a friendly, 
free initial discussion without  

obligation on  

0845 521-2241 
Larkfield - by the banks 

Free parking at rear 
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Need a Good Plasterer? 
 

• 15 years experience 

• Plastering & Reskim over Artex 

• Dry lining   

• Coving 

• Plaster boarding 

• Painting & Decorating 

• Renovation Work 

• Hours To Suit You 

• Helpful Honest Advice 

• Clean & Reliable 
 

 FREE ESTIMATES 
 

David Terry 
Tel: 01622 661780 
Mob: 07971 919694 

www.davidterry-plastering.co.uk 
 

17 Farleigh Court, Farleigh Lane 
Maidstone ME16 9BJ 

 

 
 
 
 
CLEAN- ING, 
SUPPLYING & FITTING OF CARPETS IN 

YOUR AREA & ALL TYPES OF FLOOR-
ING 

* Leather & Upholstery Cleaning  
*Stain Resistant Treatments * Flame  

Retardant Treatments * Persian &  
Oriental Rugs * Curtains Cleaned * Hard 

Floor Maintenance * Restore & Sand Floors 
 

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 
WITH A REPUTATION FOR  
 RELIABILITY & PRO- FESSIONAL  
EXPERTISE 

 
www.austinservices.co.uk 

   

KV Cleaning Services 
 

Keep your home spotless 
With a reliable friendly 

professional service 
 

Cleaning, tidying, sorting 
and any personal requests 

 
CALL KERRY 
07956 469907/01622 434438 
Email: kerryvinten@outlook.com 
References on request 
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J KIRBY ELECTRICAL 
FLORENCE ROAD MAIDSTONE KENT ME16 8EN 

01622 755549 
 

I have lived in Maidstone all my life. I have been in the electrical 
trade since 1965, and have run my own company since 1993. I now 

specialise in fault finding, upgrading or replacement of fittings, 
supplied by myself or the customer. No job is too small. 

 
 

Over the past 20 years, I have been privileged to have had  
St Nicholas Church as a customer. I have maintained the electrical 
installations in the church and halls.   
 

I am now offering special rates for readers of the ‘Grapevine’  
magazine. On production of a current copy of the Grapevine, the 

following rates will apply.  Cheques accepted, no VAT. 
 

 £50 for Attendance and the first hour, £40 per hour or part after-
wards, White fittings £5.00 to £15 each, I am happy to fit lights and 
fittings supplied by the customer. Written estimates are available.  

 

 

   01622 755549      mrjkirby@virginmedia.com      07860 221995      
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Friendly family run fencing company that will take care of all of 
your domestic fencing needs.   

We can supply and fit any of the following: 
 Closed Board 
 Fence Panels 
 Post & Rail 
 Gates 

 Trellis                      Member of Trust A Trader 
We can supply and fit both concrete or wooden posts  

as per your needs 

MW Fencing 

For a free quotation please contact  
Mark Wooler 

01732 844671 or 07973 843198 
Email  mwfencing2011@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 
 
 

From a 

dripping tap, to full gas central heating, 
bathroom suites,  

full upgrades on heating, including new 
condensing boilers. 

07909 673587 
01622 764776 

49 Allington Way, Allington 
●Gas Safe registered 

●Free Quotes     ●No call out charge 
●All work is fully insured and guaranteed 

● Plumbing & Heating●  
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Stuart Plumbing & 
Heating Services 

 

99 Poplar Grove, Allington 
Mobile: 07956  355012  
Home:01622 609101 

 
 

Mr S Orridge 
ACOP Qualified 

 
 
 
 

 
 
‘Institute of Plumbing ~ 
  Kent Plumber  
   of the Year’ 

 

Gas Council Reg.  
Formerly Corgi 

‘THE AERIAL MAN’ 
 

Family business - established 38 years 
 

Prop: R N Ashley 
 
 

DIGITAL TV AERIAL SERVICES 
inc. 1st class aerial services 

 

Your Local TV/Radio Aerial Specialist 
 

Special rates for Senior Citizens 
 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE, XTRA POINTS  
FULLY INSURED 

 

 Enjoy your free digital channels 
 

 Also Ditton, Larkfield, Leybourne 
        

 Tel: 01732 883542   or:  01622 871614 



 

 

K. B. BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
FOR THE COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 

(Specialists in Cox Brothers Conversions & Extensions Since 1979) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EXTENSIONS & LOFT CONVERSIONS OBTAINING ALL PLANNING AND 

BUILDING REGULATION APPROVALS 
 

ALTERATIONS, REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE OBTAINING  
   ALL ELECTRICAL AND HEATING CERTIFICATES  

  
KITCHEN & BATHROOMS TO FULL BUILDING REGS 

 
FREE QUOTATIONS 

 

59, Maxwell Drive, Allington, Maidstone, Kent ME16 0QY 

Telephone: 01622 762410 
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ASHTON LEWIS 
kitchens 

 
www.ashton-lewis.co.uk    01622 828572  enquire@ashton-lewis.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FREE in home Consultation. Design Presentation and Quotation 
Contemporary. Traditional. Painted & Stained Kitchen ranges 

Extensive range of Quartz. Granite and Corian worktops 
Experienced installation team 
All building works undertaken 

ashton 
LEWIS 
kitchens 



 

 

Mobile Hairdresser  
Have your hair done in the  
comfort of your own home,  

by a friendly and reliable traditional 
ladies hairdresser! 

Competitive prices for Perms, Sets, 
Colouring,  

Cuts & Blow Dries! 
Please call TRACY  

for an appointment. 
01622 754420 
07879 810970 

PINEBANK  
VETERINARY SURGERY 

Mr N J Pennefather BVSc MRCVS 
Mrs J Pennefather RVN MBVNA 

SOLE VETERINARY SURGEON 
Pet Passports - Full Facilities 

AMPLE PARKING 
 

Consultation by Appointment 

01622 755098 
www.pinebankvet.co.uk 

  
This space  

available for  
your advert! 

 

 Blue Dragon 

Plumbing and Heating 
 

 

City and Guilds Qualified and Gas Safe Registered 
 

Boilers, Gas fire, Gas Cookers, Bathrooms, kitchens, Radiator, stopcock 
changing, installation & servicing of all types of showers, hot water  

cylinders, cold water cisterns, outside taps, blocked sinks, dripping taps, 
leaks etc 

 

Free estimates.   No call out charge.   No job to small. 
 

All work guaranteed 
 

Call Steve on: Mobile: 0793 8584443 
 Home: 01622 750176 
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PRESSURE CLEANING 
• Block & Concrete Drives 

• Patios & Decking 

• Paths & Walls 
 

Improve the appearance of  

your home! 
 

Refresh that tired looking   

driveway! 
 

Unsightly weeds and  

moss eliminated 
 

Block drives re-sanded 
 

No job too small 

Free quotations 

Seton Specialist Cleaning 

01622 756017 

07443 894580 
www.setonspecialistcleaning.co.uk 
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Specialist Fitness Classes  

 
 Aerial Hoop  Aerial Yoga/Fitness  Pilates 
Pole  Yoga   Boogie Bounce  Ashtanga 

Hot Yoga  Circus Circuits  Aerobics 
Personal Training  Pre-Natal Yoga 

 
Please see website for timetable and bookings 

pay as you go or memberships  
www.HeavenlyFitness.co.uk 
Jane@HeavenlyFitness.co.uk    

Jane 07711790101  Studio  01622 297076 
Unit 2 (First Floor), Bridge Industrial Estate, 

Wharf Rd, Tovil, Maidstone ME15 6RR 

 
 
 

 
Osteopathic clinic for the treatment of; 

• Back, neck, joint pains 

• Muscular pains 

• Trapped nerves 

• Neck related headaches 

• Postural problems 
 

“friendly and professional...  
I wouldn't hesitate to recommend him as I think he is brilliant”  

21 Warden Close Maidstone ME16 0JL 

01622 260101 
info@timwoodhealthcare.co.uk 
www.timwoodhealthcare.co.uk 

mailto:Jane@HeavenlyFitness.co.uk


 

 37 

 

FREE ESTIMATES 

07889 255813 
01622 237812 

Family Run Business 
 info@allingtonroofing.co.uk · www.allingtonroofing.co.uk 

• Chimney Work 

• Lead Work 

• Roof Valleys 

• Small Repairs Strip & 

Retile 

A L L I N G T O N  R O O F I N G 
Family Run Business 

Est 1979 

Refurbishment & Repair Specialist 

Fascias, Soffits  

Guttering and Cladding 

Extensions & Loft Conversions 

Windows, Doors & Conservatories 

Driveways 

• Roof Cleaning & Moss Removal  

• Clear & Coloured Coatings 

• Moss Repellent 

• Ridges Re-pointed & Re-bedded 

• Felt Flat Roofing  

    & Three Layer System 



 

 

   

 

Medway Trading Standards Accredited 
 

Traditional & Modern Works 
      

 FREE INITIAL INSPECTION  

 ALL Roof  Repairs - Felt/ Tiles/ Slate 

 ALL Rendering Work & Internal Plastering 

 ALL Damp Problems Solved 

 ALL Basement & Cellar Conversions  
  (creating dry rooms) 
      

 ALL Traditional Lathe Timbering  ALL Lime 
Work, Haired  & Un-haired 

      
 BEST Covering All General  Building  

  Conversions & Alterations 
     

 BEST Prices - EXCELLENT SERVICE  
  7 DAYS A WEEK 

 

Tel: 01634 306033 
Mobile: 07956 586697 

Email: 
desdurant@hotmail.co.uk 
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     Lucy’s Florist 

Flowers for All Occasions 

 

Bouquets & Gifts  

with same day delivery 

 

Funeral flowers  

with free home visit! 

 

Just call Lucy on  01622 356692 

Email  lucyofarrell@live.co.uk 

 

For flowers , ideas and online shop visit 
lucyasflorist.co.uk 

Allington based and serving the whole of Maidstone 

An Independent Funeral Director 

Penenden Heath 
01622 662661 
4 Hillary Road, 

Penenden Heath,  
Maidstone, Kent ME14 2JP 

Paul J. Rowland 
 

                            
 

Funeral Directors Ltd. 
Allington 

01622 757177 
15 Mid Kent Shopping Centre,  

Castle Road, Allington,  
Maidstone, Kent ME16 0PU 

24 Hours a Day ~ 365 Days a Year 
Serving the community of Allington, Maidstone  

and the surrounding areas. 
We offer a full range of services and facilities, 

home arrangements at your convenience.  
             Free car parking 

Company Director: Paul J. Rowland 
www.pauljrowlandfuneraldirectors.co.uk 



 

 

MATTHEW WATTS 
 

ROOFING CONTRACTOR 
 

For all your Roofing needs! 
 

LEADWORK, ROOF RENEWALS, TILING,  
SLATING, FLAT ROOFS, CEDAR SHINGLES,  

SOFFITS & FASCIAS, GUTTERING,  
CHIMNEY REMOVALS/REPAIRS. 

 

For a free quotation 
 

Tel:  01622 661862 

Mobile:  07739 185920 
 

20+ years experience 
 

131 London Road, Allington, Maidstone, Kent, ME16 0HF 
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Please mention 

Grapevine 
when  

responding to our 
advertisers! 
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Small, family-run residential home  •   All rooms en-suite  •   
Varied activities programme  •  Day Care and Respite Care available 

Tel/01622 751620  •  Fax/01622 692161  •  email/fairlawnreshome@aol.com  •  
www.fairlawnrh.co.uk  

327 Queens Road, Maidstone, Kent, ME16 0ET  



 

 

MAIDSTONE DANCE 
STUDIOS LTD 

 

Teaching in a professional but  
enjoyable manner since 1963 

 

Ballet, Hip Hop, Modern,  
Street Jazz and Tap 

Taught by our five fully  
qualified Teachers 

 
Classes available six days of the 

week at various locations -  
Allington, Bearsted, Coxheath and 

Madginford or our two Dance  
Studios close to the town centre 

 

 

Pupils taken from 21/2 years  
to Adults 

Dance for Fun, Dance for 
Fitness, or take  

ISTD Examinations 
 
 

For further information 

Call 01622 746835 
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Based in Allington 
 

From 1 - 8 Passengers 
 

Local trips and 
Airport Transfers 

 
Major credit cards accepted 

 
01622 76 55 55 
07930 28 12 29 

email smbtaxis@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

www.smbmaidsonecabs.co.uk 

VINER & SONS LTD 
 

Keith Viner 
 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS 
 

THIS BUSINESS HAS BEEN RUN BY OUR FAMILY SINCE 1777 
 

We pride ourselves on our Caring Personal Service 
 

All Locations Covered 
 

PERSONAL DAY AND NIGHT SERTVICE  
& PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

 
GOLDEN CHARTER  

PRE-PAYMENT SCHEMES AVAILABLE 
Please contact us for further details 

 
54 HIGH STREET, WEST MALLING, KENT  ME19 6LU 

Email:  info@vinerandsons.co,uk www.vinerandsons.co.uk 

 

Telephone: 01732 842485 



 

 

E B Garden  
Services 

 

All fencing and tree work 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

●All types of fencing renewed and repaired● 
●All kinds of trees topped, felled and pruned● 

●Hedges pruned and trimmed● 
●Regular lawn mowing● 

●Turfing● 
●Rough gardens put in order● 

●Patios, paths and drives pressure washed● 
●Patios laid● 

●Sheds repaired and treated● 
●Shed bases● 

●General  property maintenance● 
●Gutters cleaned out● 

_____________________________ 

 

No job too big or too small  
— we do them all 

 

Don’t delay phone today 
 

Direct line:- 

0780 050 4442 

Free 
Estimates 
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             ACA  Castle Road 
 Maidstone ME16 0PZ 
    
     Why not come and see  
               what  we have to offer! 

 
   Licensed Bar with Sky Sports &  

  BT Sports  
   Family bar and Function Hall   

  available for hire    
   Lounge Bar over 18's only -  
   also available for  wakes 
   ( Catering available upon request)  

Monday - Friday  
 ACA Playgroup (Term time only)     Call Katie          07545  556290 
 
Mondays & Wednesdays 
 ZUMBA 7.30pm         Call Clalre         07812  564460 
 
Tuesday’s 
Orchard Club for the over 60’s 1.30pm   Call Pat         01622  673633 
Slimming World  5.30pm & 7.30pm   Call Vanessa    07712  647797  
 
Wednesday’s    
 Whist Drive 1.00pm         Call Joy              01622  761346 
 
Thursday’s 
 Bingo 7.15pm     Call Joy              01622  761346 
Eucher Cards (Lounge Bar) 7.00pm  Call Julie            07813  956187 
 
Saturday’s 
Kungfoo (6-11yrs 9.30am)    Call Neil           07980  945378 
         (11-15yrs 10.30am) 
 
Sunday’s 
Bingo 8.00pm      Call Joy         01622  761346 

 
 

Adult £34  Adult & Spouse £46 (inc admin fee) 
Family  - Adult & spouse plus 1 child (second child free)  £58 

(all to reside at same address) 
Juniors £22 Senior (Over 60) £22 Senior & Spouse £34 

Keep up to date with what’s going on ! 

 
 

Email  secretary@aca-club.co.uk   Telephone  01622  673633 



 

 

WHERE AND WHEN — ORGANISATIONS IN THE PARISH 
Mondays:         Tel.enquiries 
 
Quilting Web   9.00am - 12.00pm ~ Small Hall   2nd, 4th, 5th 01622 710829 
Zumba    9.15am - 10.30am    07999 444045 
ALLARA Tai Chi           11.30am - 12.30pm    01622 756475 
ALLARA Painting  2.00pm - 4.00pm ~ Small Hall    01622 662707  
ALLARA Kurling   2.00pm -  5.00pm  2nd & 4th   01622 686305 
Flair School of Dance  4.00pm - 6.00pm ~ Small Hall   07713 260452 
2nd Allington Rainbows 4.30pm - 5.30pm @ Allington School     01622 685264 
Weight Watchers  6.15pm - 8.15pm              07888 740221 
4th Allington Brownies  6.00pm - 7.30pm @ Allington School  01622 686527 
1st Allington Guides  7.15pm - 8.45pm ~ Small Hall   01622 672985 
Allington Castle Beavers 6.00pm - 7.00pm ~ Small Hall   07846  600953 
 
Tuesdays:- 
 
Slimming World          9.45am - 11.45am ~ Small Hall   07770 700688 
Parent & Toddler Group 9.30am - 11.30am    07812 564460 
1st Allington Brownies  5.45pm - 7.30pm    01622 685007 
Kettlebridge Clog Dancing 8.00pm - 10.30pm    01622 727147 
Allington Scouts  7.30pm - 9.00pm ~ Small Hall   07846  600953 
ALLARA    1.00pm - 4.30pm~ 3rd      01622 756475 
Simply Pilates   6.00pm - 7.00pm ~ Small Hall   07845 442885 
Trefoil Guild   7.00pm onwards - 1st Tuesday      allingtong@btiternet,com 
 
Wednesdays:- 
 
Zumba    9.15am -10.15am    07999 444045 
Quilting Web             9.30am - 12.30pm ~ Small Hall  2nd,4th,5th 01622 710829 
Quilting Friends  9.30am - 12.30pm~ Small Hall 1st & 3rd 01622 744170 
ALLARA Keep Fit         10.30am - 11.30am    01622 756475 
2nd Allington Brownies 6.15pm - 7.45pm    01622 753563 
Maidstone Dance Academy   3.15pm - 6.15 Hall & 4.00 - 6.00 ~ Small Hall 01622 746835  
Allington Castle WI  7.00pm  - 9.30pm  ~ Small Hall 3rd  01622 721170 
Maidstone Circle Dance Club 8.00pm - 10.00pm ~ 1st   01622 753090 
 
Thursdays:- 
 
NHS Retirement Fellowship  10.30am - 12.45pm ~ 1st   01622 670240 
ALLARA           10.00am - 12.00 ~ Small Hall 1st   01622 756475 
Creative Art & Textiles  10.00am—3.00pm    01622 695769 
Allington Knights Beavers 5.45pm - 6.45pm     07846  600953 
Allington Cub Scouts  6.30pm - 8.00pm @ Allington School           07846  600953 
2nd Allington Guides  7.00pm - 8.45pm ~ Small Hall   01622 685264 
Allington Garden Club   7.30pm - 9.30pm ~ 1st     01622 754855 
Mid Kent Fuchsia Group  7.15pm - 10.15pm  ~ 2nd    01795 539722  
Mothers’ Union    2.30pm - 4.30pm  ~ Church  ~3rd   01622 678312 
 
Fridays:- 
 
Zumba    9.15am - 11.15am ~ Small Hall   07999  444045 
Simply Pilates   12.30pm - 2.30pm ~Small Hall   07845 442885 
Musical Playtime  10.00am - 11.00am     01622 669400      
St Nicholas Fellowship   2.30pm - 4.30pm ~ 2nd                      764913/762548 
OASIS Café / Mums & Babes 9.30am—12noon ~2nd   in Church  07951 777854 
Saturdays:- 
 
Children’s Saturday Club 10.00am—12 noon ~ 3rd   07951 777854 
1st Allington Rainbows  9.00am - 10.00am ~ Small Hall   07742  846625 
Hearty Quilters   9.00am - 1.00pm  ~ 1st     01732  823383 
Clouds Youth  Group  1.30pm - 4.30pm ~ Small Hall   07886 566984 
Mid Kent Metal Detecting Club 6.30pm-10pm ~ 2nd                     01233 612312 
Men’s Breakfast  8.30am - 9.30am  Last Saturday  01622 759278 
Sundays 
 
Light Life Christian Fellowship 11.00am—1.30pm~Small Hall   josephanderson111@icloud.com 
Light Life Christian Fellowship 5.30pm—8.30pm ~Small Hall   josephanderson111@icloud.com  
 

All information is for reference only and may be subject to change  - please check for further  
information regarding hall availability with the Church Office on 01622 299715 
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February 2019 

2 Sat 3.00pm Free Film Afternoon - ‘Peter Rabbit’ 

3 Sun 8.00am Holy Communion 
  10.00am Morning Worship 
  4.45pm OASIS in the Afternoon 

4 Mon 8.30am Morning Prayer 
6 Wed 8.30am Morning Prayer 
  10.00am Holy Communion with Mothers’ Union 
  7.30pm Evening Prayer 

7 Thur 9.00am Prayer Space 
8 Fri 10.00am OASIS Café with Mums and Babes 
  2.30pm St Nicholas Fellowship 

10 Sun 9.30am OASIS PARADE SERVICE 
  11.00am Holy Communion 
  12.30pm Sunday Lunch Club 

11 Mon 8.30am Morning  Prayer 
12 Tue 7.30pm Bible Project 
13 Wed 8.30am Morning Prayer 

  10.00am Holy Communion 
  11.00am Bible Project 
  7.30pm Evening Prayer 

14 Thur 9.00am Prayer Space 
5 Fri 10.00am Mums & Babes Pilgrim Course 

17 Sun 8.00am Holy Communion 
  10.00am OASIS Communion 
  4.45pm OASIS in Afternoon Communion 

18 Mon 8.30am Morning  Prayer 
20 Wed 8.30am Morning Prayer 

  10.00am Holy Communion 
  7.30pm Evening Prayer 

21 Thur 9.00am Prayer Space 
23 Sat 8.30am Men’s Breakfast 
24 Sun 9.30am OASIS 

  11.00am Holy Communion 
25 Mon 8.30am Morning Prayer 
26 Tue 7.30pm Bible Project 
27 Wed 8.30am Morning Prayer 

  10.00am Holy Communion with Mothers’ Union 
  11.00am Bible Project 
  7.30pm Evening Prayer 

28 Thur 9.00am Prayer space 


