
 

 

Grapevine 
March 2018 

The Parish Magazine of St. Nicholas, Allington  
stnicholasallington.org.uk 

 
“Our Lord has written the promise of 

the resurrection, not in books alone 

but in every leaf in springtime. ”   

Martin Luther  



 

 

Contents 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 1  St Nicholas Church General Information 

Page 3  Rev Chris Writes... 

Page 4  Annual Parish Meeting 

Page 4  The Meaning of the Cross 

Page 6  In the Ugandan Refugee Camps 

Page 13  Brighton Marathon and Dandelion Time 

Page 14  News of the Church UK and Worldwide 

Page 15  Thanks from Charities Abroad 

Page 16  Charity of the Month—Church Army 

Page 17/19 Youth & Organisation News 

Page 19  A Date for Your Diary—Garden Safari 

Page 20  An Early Christian Message? 

Page 21  Save the Date—Christmas Tree Festival! 

Pages 22/23 Noticeboard 

Page 24  Rotas for March 

 

 Parish General Information 
 

For enquiries about Baptisms, Funerals or Weddings,  
please contact Rev Chris on 01622 297307 

Or rev.chris@hotmail.co.uk 
Also for Banns of Marriage  

(the form can be downloaded from the website). 
www.stnicholasallington.org.uk 

Jenny Stone - Parish Administrator 
Mondays, Thursdays & Fridays 10.00am - 12 noon 

Church Office ~ 01622 299715 (answerphone)  
stnicholas1@outlook.com 
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St Nicholas Church 
Poplar Grove, Allington, ME16 0DE 

 
Priest in Charge  Rev. Chris Lavender 

01622 297307       E-mail: rev.chris@hotmail.co.uk 
Curate    Rev.  Barry Knott 

                 07475 468622           E-mail: rev.barry@icloud.com 
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Sunday Services 
 

  8.00 am Holy Communion – 1st & 3rd Sundays 
  9.30   am OASIS  All-age worship – 2nd & 4th Sundays 
         10.00   am Morning Worship - 1st Sunday 
         10.00 am OASIS Joint Communion  – 3rd Sunday 
         10.00  am Joint Service - 5th Sunday at  
    St Nicholas or St Andrew’s 
         11.00  am Holy Communion - 2nd & 4th Sundays                                                                 
  5.00   pm OASIS in the Afternoon - 1st Sunday 
  6.00   pm JAHFA for senior school pupils -  1st Sunday 
 Mondays    8.30  am Morning Prayer 
 
 Wednesdays   8.30  am Morning Prayer 
    10.00  am Holy Communion 
      7.30  pm Evening Prayer 
 Thursdays  9.00  am   Prayer Space 

 St. Nicholas Explorers 
 

After school club for 7-11s – term time only 
Allington Primary School – Wednesday 3.15  - 4.30 pm 
Palace Wood Primary School – Tuesday 3.20 -  4.30 pm 

Saturday Club / Messy Church 
Normally held on the 3rd Saturday morning of the month  

and advertised in Grapevine. 

Home Groups 
 
Group 1 -  meets on alternate Monday mornings at 
         23 Buckland Lane.    Contact tel: 752181 Rachel Norman 
  
Group 2 – meets on alternate Thursday evenings at various venues 
             around the parish.   Contact tel: 764913 Mary Garrett 
 
Group 3 - meets on Thursday afternoons 2.00pm - 3.00pm 
        2 Hazlitt Drive  Contact Carol on 686771 or Angela on 758641 

Pastoral Group 
This is available to bring Home Communion, or just pay a visit to anyone 
who needs it. Please phone Mary Garrett on 01622 764913 
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Rev Chris Writes...... 
In the four years that I have been in these parishes I 
haven't known such a busy period for funerals. The first 
couple of months of this year have been particularly hec-
tic and all the funeral directors that we deal with on a 
regular basis have said the same. 
Why is that? I have no idea, sometimes it is just the way 
of things - some might say it's the time of year but I 
don't think that is necessarily the case. Whatever the 
reasons the important thing is that we do our best to re-
spond to the needs of grieving families at a difficult time. 
To be afforded the privilege of being alongside those that have lost a 
loved one at such a time is to walk on holy ground and my hope is 
that those of us engaged in funeral ministry take our task seriously 
and do the very best we can for those we minister to. 
Each funeral taken is unique because each life that we give thanks 
for, and remember, was unique because that person was made in the 
image of God. Every memory, for each person that is grieving, is 
unique to that person - in the majority of circumstances those memo-
ries are happy ones but that is not always the case and helping fami-
lies to deal with their anxieties requires great tact and pastoral care. 
As Church of England ministers we are called to be alongside those of 
faith and those of none. This means that we treat each situation ac-
cording to its needs and with the respect it deserves - we are not 
there to 'bible bash' but to be with those that call upon our services 
in their hour of need so that we might bring comfort and reassur-
ance. 
Of course that comfort and reassurance is embedded in the faith 
which we have in a God who transcends this mortal life as we experi-
ence it. We are in the season of Lent and heading towards Easter but 
before we get there we need to encounter Good Friday which is a 
time of death , a time of darkness, a time of grieving. But that is just 
a step away from the rejoicing of Easter Sunday as the reality that 
death is not the end breaks into the world. On the first Easter Sunday 
the whole nature of reality changed and I certainly hope that in the 
funerals we conduct something of the light and joy of that is present 
in all we do. 
I also hope that those who struggle with the ongoing pain of bereave-
ment would find some comfort in our church communities even if on-
ly to step inside the church to light a candle. Such a simple thing as 
that tiny flame burning in the darkness around can make the day just 
a little more bearable and give strength to keep going, whether you 
are a person of great faith, little faith or no faith. 
In the words of one of the prayers we often use at funerals; 
'Your mighty power brings joy out of grief, and life out of death. Look 
in mercy on all here who mourn. Give them patient faith in times of 
darkness. Strengthen them with the knowledge of your love. Amen'. 
Every blessing this Lent & Easter time,   Rev Chris  
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Annual Parish Meeting (APM)  
& Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 

 
Our annual meetings will take place on the 18th March. There will 
be a 10am Oasis Communion service followed by coffee in church 
and then the meeting at 11.30am, also in church. The APM is 
very short and is to elect churchwardens - that is followed by the 
longer APCM (not too long) at which annual reports are presented 
and vacant posts on PCC and Deanery Synod are voted upon. 
 
If you wish to put your name forward for Churchwarden or PCC 
please contact Jenny, the administrator, for the relevant nomina-
tion form. 
 
Annual meeting 'packs' will be available for collection from the 
back of church in due course - all are free to take one, although if 
you are registered on the Electoral Roll there will be one specifi-
cally with your name on it - if you are able to deliver any that 
would be much appreciated. 
 
The meetings will be followed by a BRING AND SHARE LUNCH - 
please indicate on the sign up sheet at the back of church what 
you can bring to that lunch. 
 
Rev Chris 

THE MEANING OF THE CROSS 
   

I have been reading a talk given by 
a previous Archbishop of Canter-
bury, Michael Ramsey (see note 
below).   He said that in thinking 
about the cross, we are thinking 
about catastrophe.  The first Good 
Friday was that.  Jesus had been 
proclaiming the reign of God.  He 
had convinced his followers that 
the reign of God was here, with 
himself at its heart and centre.  
The outcome of all this was Jesus 
being executed by crucifixion, the penalty meted out to slaves and 
criminals.    
 
The instrument used was a cross.   It was made of two pieces of 
wood, hard and cruel.  Yet that instrument went on to become a 
symbol of the new Christian religion, a sign of victory.  It contin-
ued to be powerful through centuries of history.  In some ways it 
has always been a clash between the picture of the perfect love of 
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God and the weaknesses of the whole human race.  
  
This is because the characters in the story that put Jesus on the 
cross portray familiar human attitudes.  There is the complacent 
sense of virtue of the Pharisees.  There are the compromises of 
the Roman Governor, Pilate.  There is the callousness of the sol-
diers.  These are like the attitudes and actions of various people 
through the ages.  True, the awful details of the original scene do 
not fit in with the detail of our own actions.  But they do symbol-
ise what can happen at a very bad moment in the human heart.   
 
Again, at the crucifixion ordinary people cried “Away with him, 
away with him, crucify him”.  It is a picture of the heart of any of 
us at a bad moment.  My own way of thinking or doing things is 
my own little castle, my own way of seeing things.   And every-
thing else must be put to one side. 
 
The crucifixion of Jesus will draw out the tensions within us.  But 
it can also go on to bring forgiveness to us.  Forgiveness is the 
first necessity for the world, and for each of us.  But our ideas 
about it can easily get shallow and casual. 
 
Do we understand what a costly thing forgiveness is?  Try and see 
the bigger picture.  Human wrong, or sin, is an affair between us 
and God, our Father and Creator.  It can include those times when 
we are ungrateful to him, ignoring his perfect will for us, putting 
our own pride or way of doing things in place of it.  Similarly, 
when we do wrong to other people, man against man, group 
against group, race against race, we trample upon God’s crea-
tures.     
                                                                                                                             
God is holy, so how then can forgiveness come?  True forgiveness 
cannot come from just saying “never mind”, “it does not matter” 
and all that.  In our experience, forgiveness between man and 
man costs more than that.  No, forgiveness comes as an act in 
which God blends into one the recognition of when we get things 
wrong and his love for us. 
                   
Yet, wrapped up in all of this might be one great source of hope.  
If we, in some small way, are part of the journey to the cross, 
then we can be in a much fuller way part of what came after it.  
There is the resurrection, the opening of the door to reconciliation 
and forgiveness, all that can bring out the best in us.     
 
Robin Hiam 
Note:  Above based on “Introducing the Christian Faith”, Michael 
Ramsey 1961.  A more recent book on the cross and the resurrec-
tion is “God with Us” by Rowan Williams, £8.99, 106 pages.    
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In the Ugandan Refugee Camps 
 
Last month some members of the Trustee Board of Mothers’ Union in 
Canterbury Diocese visited refugee camps in Northern Uganda. The 
camps are the current home of people displaced by civil war from South 
Sudan in the Diocese of Kajo-Kedi, one of our link dioceses. Both Marian-

na Poliszczuk from St. Nicholas and Jean 
Sweetman from St. Andrew’s were on 
this visit. You may remember that St. 
Nicholas donated £400 from its Christ-
mas collections to support aid provided 
to these refugees. The following is a re-
port provided by Daniele Ligneau-Wilton 
from Canterbury who is also a Trustee.  
 
So, on our first day, after a good rest, a 
lovely lunch on the shores of Lake Victo-
ria, and many phone calls we made our 
way to Kampala, in the rush hour, to 

meet Irene, a refugee volunteer who trains women and girls into “dignity 
kits” making, an essential for these women. It was decided then, that 
some of our initial and final money would  be spent on supplies to make 
hundreds of “dignity kits”, plus lots of underwear for the orphanage. 
 
A very early rising was necessary to 
catch the MAF (Mission Aviation Fel-
lowship) plane to the camps in the 
North. It was a 7 seater plane, and 
before starting the pilot asked us to 
join him in prayers. On any other 
flight we would have been worried 
when asked to pray with the pilot be-
fore taking off, but here it was rather 
comforting. The plane was so small 
that it felt as if we were all in the 
cockpit, and 90 minutes later we land-
ed at a small airfield in Arua, Northern 
Uganda where a team of MU members 
led by Cecilia, the new Bishop's wife, welcomed us.  
 
After several hours of discussion, phone calls and shopping with the staff 
who had come to welcome us, we set off in two jeeps for Moyo, loaded 
with 700 mosquito nets, boxes of exercises books, pens and pencils, 
bags of food, soap and many essential ingredients on which our money 
had been spent.  
 
There are many camps around Moyo and further on, but altogether there 
are about 120,000 people gathered there in zones 1, 2 and 3. It is dry 
season at the moment,  so driving along roads and tracks is a very dusty 
proposition. Each night I washed my hair and the water came out brown; 
same thing for our clothes. Fortunately with 30 degrees at night and 40 
and up during the day, drying was no problem! None of the camps are 
nearby and the closest is about one hour drive.  
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Our first day was spent at the orphanage, lo-
cated on the other side of the White Nile (yes 
we did cross the Nile several times on this ad-
venture) via ferry and tracks which took 
around 2 hours plus waiting... It was an ex-
tremely moving visit as the children welcomed 
us with songs and prayers. There are about 90 
orphans there,  ranging from 2 weeks (Mum 
had died from haemorrhage at birth in the 
camps) to 18 years. I think the most beautiful 
moment was handing out those knitted teddies 
and toys we had brought from the UK in our 
suitcases and which the children cuddled with 
great love. We also left 100 mosquito nets and 
all kinds of supplies, and entrusted a former 
orphan, now working in Moyo, to buy toys 
(football, skipping ropes, toy cars etc..)  for the children among other 
things. The children look happy and healthy, the older ones taking care 
of the younger ones. Schooling is limited, and the older children will only 
attend university if sponsored, as all of them are South Sudanese refu-
gees and government scholarships are only reserved to Ugandans.  
 
We knew that the Bishop had organised a Mothers' Union Conference to 
coincide with our visit, but, unlike in the UK where a MU conference is for 
MU members, there it was for everybody around, women, men and chil-
dren, with, of course, lots of prayers, singing and dancing, but also 
speakers on marriage, family, trauma, etc.  
 
When we arrived at the Conference in zone 3 we were surprised to see a 
large square the sides of which were covered with UN Refugee Agency 
tarps, and under which people were sitting on chairs or on the ground. 
Altogether we were told that 2500 people were gathered there, while 
children gathered in another area and teenage girls were making their 
“dignity kits” under a tree 50 yards further.  Marianna, our MU Diocesan 
President read a letter from Lynne Tenby, our World Wide President. 
Powerful  gusts of whirlwinds kept blowing; at one time a large empty 
UN tent got blown out of the ground, up into the air, and landed on an-
other tent, while a few minutes later another gust lifted our tarpaulin 
cover. I just had time to put my head in my knees, wondering what was 
to come. I was simply covered in dust 
 
If this second day was long and tiring, with no food until 16:30 and back 
home quite late, things were not going to become easier the next. Up 
again for an “early” start, we did not get on the way until 10:00 for our 
visit back to zone 3 to see the teenagers at work on their “dignity kits” 
and to whom I delivered my “health and hygiene” talk. Then, we were off 
to zone 1 in another area for a knitting lesson while our dear “childrens 
team” entertained the kiddies. Again no food until late when we stopped, 
in the camp, at a little road side restaurant for a welcome plate of beans 
and rice.  We had wanted to come back early as we were quite tired, but 
early means not before 18:00 at the earliest... Gosh, the shower (i.e. a 
bucket of warm water thrown over me as the shower head was blocked) 
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felt really good.  
 
We set out for the morning 
service at yet another camp 
where we were expected for 
10:30. A group of children 
came to meet us singing and 
dancing, and the congregation 
(who had been waiting since 
09:00) sat in a church made 
of wooden poles covered with 
UN tarpaulins. There were lots 
of children and in comparison 
very few adults, because, as 
the pastor explained, a funer-
al was taking place at the 
same time and many adults 
had gone there. In fact, we 

had seen a man on a bicycle on the way with a purple rectangular box 
tied on the back seat: it was the coffin! After the shortish 40 minutes 
sermon I was then asked to give my “last” and final talk on health and 
hygiene. The translator had a great time and lots of people laughed so at 
least people were not bored! When all was done we had to drive back to 
the conference in zone 2 (another 20 minutes away) to say our fare-
wells. More speeches, prayers, and good byes. Since we anticipated no 
lunch and had been invited at the Bishop's house for 6:00pm we had all 
wrapped a sandwich for lunch from breakfast, which we had eaten as 
soon as the church service had ended. So wasn't it a surprise when we 
were told that, after the goodbyes, we would be served lunch..... 
 
It was about 18:00 by the time we reached our Guest house. We figured 
the Bishop would not be back before 19:00 so we had time to freshen up 
and rest before the endless speeches, prayers,  thanks and so on.  We all 
sang and danced, hugged and laughed as we said our good-byes. We 
were all exhausted, but what an adventure! 
 
It has been an incredible experience, made richer by the fact that we 
were a team of seven, pooling our resources, using our talents, and 
sharing with our brothers and sisters in the camps. We have heard the 
tales of the people running away from the war, with only their papers 
and some clothes with them, running away from the killings, raping, and 
torture. We have seen their fragile tent homes and their efforts to make 
bricks and build new homes. We  have spoken with people trying to 
make a bit of money by cooking food out of their rations of rice and 
beans. We have seen the desperation of people turning to God for com-
fort and hope, in a Billy Graham type crusade at the end of each day. 
Everything has been enriching, traumatic, and unforgettable. How 
blessed are we in the West with all that we have and all that we can 
share. Thank you, all of you, for helping us with that experience. 
 
Daniele Ligneau-Wilton—General Trustee Mothers’ Union 
     Canterbury Diocese 

Marianna—’Our African Queen’ 
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KETTLE BRIDGE CLOGS 

Annual Quiz Night 

 
 
 

Saturday 24
th

 March 2018 

  

7:15pm for a 7:30pm start 

St Nicholas Church Hall, Poplar Grove, 
 Allington, Maidstone. 

ME16 0DE 
 

  

£6 per person – Min 6 /Max 8 per table 
  

Please bring your own food and drink 
  

To book a table 

 07876 194375   or   07876 256235 

  
Email:    quiz@kettlebridgeclogs.org 

Web site:  www.kettlebridgeclogs.org.uk 

  
  

This is always a fun evening. 
Look forward to seeing you there! 
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Maidstone Bible Week 
Monday 14th–Thursday 17th May 2018, 

 7.30pm-9.30pm 
Speaker: Rev Chris Wright,  

Theme: Celebrating Faith in a Threatening 
World: Habakkuk for Today.  

 
Venue: The Salvation Army Citadel,  

Maidstone 
Admission: FREE (A collection will be taken)  

New Allington Players 
Death in Darjeeling  

 
A Murder Mystery set in India in 1944, 

with a 3 course meal, but BYOD’s 
 

Saturday 5 May at 7 pm 
St Nicholas Church Hall 

 
Tables of 6 or individuals/couples welcome. 

Dress for the occasion if you wish. 
Tickets £16 from Anne ~ 764063 
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The Brighton Marathon 
and  

Dandelion Time 
 

 
In April this year I will be running the Brighton Marathon (my first 
marathon ever) in aid of Dandelion Time.  
 
As some of you are probably aware this is a local charity based in 
West Farleigh that is a charitable project for children and young 
people traumatised by abuse, neglect or having early life attach-
ment difficulties.  
 
They provide practical farm-based developmental activities and a 
therapeutic service to help children overcome past suffering, devel-
op in confidence and self-esteem and discover a new and positive 
path to follow.  
 
I have pledged to raise £500 for the charity and would very much 
value your support, both prayer and sponsorship. If you would like to 
sponsor me this can be done online on my giving page:  
 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/StellaBlackburn  
 
or via a paper sponsorship form that Sarah Lavender has very kindly 
agreed to look after for me. 
Many thanks 
Stella Blackburn  
(One of St Andrew’s Church Wardens) 

Palms 
 

It was Palm Sunday, but because of a sore throat, young James 
stayed home from church with his grannie. When the family re-
turned home, they were carrying several palm fronds. Johnny 
asked them what they were for. "People held them over Jesus' 
head as He walked by," his father told him. 
 
"Wouldn't you know it," James fumed, "the one Sunday I don't go, 
and He shows up." 
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News of the Church UK and Worldwide 
The unexpected effect of celebrity vicars 
Celebrity clergy such as the Revd Richard Coles and the Revd Kate 
Bottley have helped the Church of England, by making it appear more 
accessible, and thereby boosting the number of trainee clergy up to a 
ten-year high. 
 
Such is the belief of a number of church leaders, such as the Bishop 
of Repton, the Rt Rev Jan McFarlane. ‘With Richard and Kate being on 
Strictly Come Dancing and shows like that, they’ve just come across 
as human people who happen to have a strong faith.’  
 
And so, while in 2016 there were 476 new trainees; last year there 
were 544 new trainees. New priests are also getting younger; last 
year 28 per cent of trainees were under 32. 
 
Is ‘religious karaoke’ growing in popularity? 
It seems that churches across the country are increasingly ditching 
their hymn books, in favour of using big screens to project the words. 
Some churches have spent up to £50,000 on audio-visual systems 
including projector screens and LCD TVs for their flock. Many church-
es reckon that it is cheaper to subscribe to a licensing service which 
allows them to project the words to hymns and worship songs, rather 
than buying books.  
 
Christian Copyright Licensing International currently sells churches 
licenses, which allows them to reproduce hymns and worship songs. 
It currently covers about 24,500 sites in the UK. The most recent fig-
ures suggest that in 2013, there were 50,660 churches in the UK.  
 
Community fridge receives warm welcome 
Janet Holmes, a team vicar in Telford, Shropshire, has responded to 
shocking statistics around UK food waste, resulting in the launch of 
Brookside Community Fridge.  
 
After participating in the ‘Make Goodmissional’ entrepreneurship 
course, a partnership between Church Mission Society, Matryoshka 
Haus and the Pickwell Foundation, Janet worked with others in her 
community to bring the idea to fruition. 
 
The fridge, hosted in a local community centre, is a place where any-
one can put in and take out food – so supplies are donated by both 
individuals and local businesses, and anyone in the community can 
come to make use of them. The team saw the idea in London, and 
managed to secure some funding from the Sainsbury’s “waste less, 
save more” initiative. 
It seems a simple solution to the issue of food waste – yet it has 
caught the eye of local media, and the fridge has been featured on 
Midlands Today TV news and the project co-ordinator, Sam Smith, 
was interviewed by BBC Radio Shropshire. To learn more about the 
Make Good missional entrepreneurship course, which helps bring 
good ideas like this to life  www.pioneer.churchmissionsociety.org 
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Thanks from Charities Abroad 
 
Firstly a big thank you from PLAN International, UK, for our spon-
sorship of Jacinto, now 15 years old. Our 10 years of contributions 
means he has been able to stay in school and receive an educa-
tion which will, hopefully, enable him to rise from the poverty in 
which he lives and give him a better chance of a skilled job when 
he leaves school. 
 
When we, as a church, took on the sponsorship, there was discus-
sion about the extent to which we were favouring and singling out 
one child from equally poor children in the same village. The letter 
of thanks makes it clear that ‘when you sponsor a child, on aver-
age more than 72 children in the community benefit. That means 
your generosity reaches from Jacinto, to children in his communi-
ty, in Ecuador and beyond’.  
 
Secondly, a thank you from me, and from Friends of St Anne’s, 
Liuli, Tanzania, for continuing to fill up those jam jars with spare 
change. I’ve just totalled up all the pennies and, rounding it up a 
little, I shall be sending another £40 this week. That’s in addition 
to those of you who continue to support St. Anne’s by monthly 
contribution. The regular sums are making a huge difference in 
being able to renovate the old hospital and provide better health 
care and maternity services for a huge area of Tanzania where St. 
Anne’s Hospital is the only health centre. 
 
PLAN and St Anne’s Hospital are just two of the many, many 
worthwhile and needy charities, and it’s increasingly difficult to 
make decisions about where to give our money, so many thanks 
again to all of you at St Nicholas’ who help support these two. 
There will be more jam jars at the back of church for those who 
are willing to fill them up again! Thank you. 
 
Dianne White 

Enjoying ‘The Sound of Music’ at our recent Film Afternoon in  
St Nicholas Church 
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Charity of the Month 
Church Army 

 
Church Army has a strong, proud heritage and all it 
does today is based on the legacy of its’ past.  
 
Church Army was founded in England in 1882 by the 
Rev. Wilson Carlile to enable ordinary Christian men and women to 
share their faith. Through his visionary work, people were trained to be 
evangelists in the Church of England amongst the most needy in socie-
ty. Wilson Carlile began by holding open air gatherings to share faith 
and encourage faith in to action such as serving the slums of Westmin-
ster.  
 
Since this beginning, Church Army has trained thousands of evangelists 
and been involved in a wide range of work always seeking to be cultur-
ally relevant to those being encountered. All we have done is rooted in 
our faith in the gospel, because we believe it changes lives. Church Ar-
my has always had a heart for the marginalised and vulnerable, those 
on the edges of society and for seeing God’s love and hope break into 
people’s lives.  
 
Many of you will know Captain Graham Nunn who is based in Maidstone 
and continues the work of the Church Army both locally and overseas. 

A very busy OASIS Café with Mums and Babes! 
Next café is on Friday 9th March 10.00am—12 noon 



 

 

 
ALLINGTON CASTLE 
Just to remind you 
that our April meeting 
is members only due 
to it being our birth-
day party.   
Allington castle W.I has been 
around since 1969, we have al-
ways had a very good speakers 
to entertain us. 
We run a craft group, book 
club, theatre trips and also a 
lunch club. We sometimes have 
a raffle and occasionally our 
members will make cakes to 
compliment our tea and coffee. 
If you would like to come and 
see for yourself we meet on the 
3rd Wednesday of the month in 
the small hall at St Nicholas’ 
Church, 7.00pm for 7.30pm. 
 
Pat Gibbons 
 
ST NICHOLAS  
FELLOWSHIP 
At our February 
meeting Brian Da-
vison told us of 
his experiences as a 
volunteer steward with the Na-
tional Trust at Ightham Mote in 
west Kent and of its history. 
The original part of the building 
was the Great Hall. This was 
constructed by an unknown 
builder in 1320 almost entirely 
of local ragstone and oak. It 
was used mainly as a meeting-
house and over the years has 
been extensively developed. 
The property was owned for 
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Friday 2 March at 11.00am is 
the “Women’s World Day of 
Prayer” service at the URC 
Church, Week Street.  Please 
go if you can as numbers have 
decreased over the years. 
Our Wednesday morning Com-
munion Service is on 7 Febru-
ary at 10.00am.  All are wel-
come. 
Don’t forget “Mothering Sun-
day” on 11 March.  Please 
make posies if you can.  Moth-
ers’ Union are running a “Make 
a Mothers’ Day” appeal.  Any-
one can make an “Ethical Gift” 
for or in memory of your moth-
er.  Details are on the board 
near the font, along with cata-
logues. 
Please come to our “Wave of 
Prayer” service on Thursday 15 
March at 2.00pm followed by 
the Rev Julian Waite talking on 
“Lent Reflections” at 2.30pm. 
The “Lady Day” service will be 
combined with the 11.00am 
Holy Communion service at St 
Nicholas on Sunday 25 March. 
Please contact Heather Rooke 
if you would like to see “Guys 
and Dolls” at the Hazlitt Thea-
tre on Tuesday 20 March at 
7.30pm. 
A blessed Easter to you all. 
Mary Gentry    (678312) 
Branch Leader 
Follow Mothers’  
Union on Facebook 

Youth & Organisations News 



 

 

some 300 years from the seven-
teenth century by the Selby fam-
ily and eventually came into the 
hands of Henry Robinson. 
When he died aged ninety six in 
1985 Ightham Mote was be-
queathed to the National Trust. 
Since then the property has been 
the subject of what was at the 
time one of the largest renova-
tion projects carried out by the 
Trust, costing over £10 million. 
At the Fellowship’s next meeting 
on Friday 9th. March, the Rev. 
Robin Williamson will be coming 
to guide us through our Lent Re-
flections. The meeting will be 
held in the main Church hall, 
starting at 2.30 pm. Everyone is 
welcome. 
 
Mike Garrett (764913) 
 
OPEN CIRCLE 
 
I really enjoyed 
our February 
book, A Rising 
Man by Abir 
Mukherjee, so much so that I’ve 
reserved the next one in the se-
ries from Allington Library. 
Mukherjee’s central character is 
Sam Wyndham, a detective in 
the Indian Police Service with 
crimes to solve, as well as deal-
ing with the prejudices of the 
British white population in Cal-
cutta in early 20th century India. 
I hope the second novel will be 
as good as the first, and appar-
ently there’s a third due out in 
June …. 
Our March read is The Trouble 
with Goats and Sheep by Joanna 
Cannon, a book which I’ve had, 
unopened, on my shelf for sever-

al months. Set in 1970’s subur-
bia, the novel’s central charac-
ters are two ten-year olds, 
Grace and Tilly, who set them-
selves the task of solving the 
mystery of the missing Mrs 
Creasy.  
However there are secrets to be 
uncovered which are more than 
they bargained for.  
It sounds like a good read and I 
can’t imagine why I haven’t 
read it long before now. Clearly, 
this is the push I need to get 
started on it. 
Our meetings this month are on 
Wednesday March 14th and 
March 28th at 10.30 am. 
Please ring Margaret 672985, or 
Anne 764063 for details of ven-
ue 
 
Dianne White 756660  
mrsdiannewhite@gmail.com 
 
ALLINGTON GARDEN CLUB 
 
At our AGM the existing com-
mittee agreed they would stand 
for another year, however we 
do have a new treasurer. This 
was followed by Alison Marsden 
giving a talk about ‘Year round 
colour in the Garden.’ She gave 
plant suggestions for each sea-
son including those with varie-
gated leaves and coloured 
stemmed plants which would 
give colour through the winter 
months. She also got the mem-
bers involved by asking them to 
share their ideas. 
On March 1st Jude Lawton will 
be speaking about ‘Ferns’ and 
on April 5th Kevin Tooher's talk 
will be on’ Pots & Baskets.’ 
Pam Blake                                      
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ALLARA 
 
The entertainment at our Janu-
ary meeting was a singer per-
forming 50's and 60's songs 
that had the Members joining 
in.  It proved to be a very live-
ly and enjoyable afternoon. On 
another occasion we also had a 
quiz that was very well sup-
ported. Upcoming we have a 
Beetle Drive and an outing to 
'Legal London'. The monthly 
entertainment and/or speakers 
are very varied and interesting 
and these meetings - plus our 
other clubs  activities and out-
ings - make Allington Active 
Retirement Association a very 
worthwhile local friendship 
club. 
We meet on 3rd Tuesday of 
each month in St. Nicholas 
Church Hall. 
More information can be ob-
tained from our website  
allara.org.uk or from Phillip on 
01622 686305. 

 
 
 
 
MENS 
BREAKFAST 
 
Our breakfast on Saturday 27th 
January was well attended with 
sixteen hungry souls. 
We started 2018 with a bang - or 
should I say with bangers- 
meaning we had a cooked break-
fast starting with cereals and 
toast followed by sausages 
(bangers), eggs, hash browns 
and baked beans all cooked to 
perfection by Michael and Rose-
mary Froud who were both given 
a hearty applause for serving up 
such a wonderful breakfast. 
Many thanks to you both. 
 
Our next breakfast will be held in 
April as Easter Saturday is the 
last Saturday this month.  
Brian Davison 

A Date for Your Diary! 
Garden Safari and Driveway Table Top Sale 

Saturday 23rd June 
 

Will you volunteer your garden for the Church? 
Please let Judith or Margaret know—details below 

We are also willing to advertise your table top sale for anything 
you would like to sell.  

 
You do not have to show your garden as well! 

Gardens £5 for programmes at the church. Tables £10 
 

For more information contact 
Judith  01622 662425  nicholson.judith@btinternet.com 
Margaret  01622 672985  dm.salvage@btinternet.com 
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An Early Christian Message? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This marble plaque is on the wall of our sitting room, and it was 
made by David Salvage, after Dianne and I saw a similar plaque 
that he had made for someone else.  We were intrigued by it, and 
it makes an interesting talking point, as everyone wants to know 
its meaning. 
 
Examples of this plaque have been found at many Roman sites, 
and the Latin statement, SATOR AREPO TENET OPERA ROTAS, is 
not only a palindrome in the usual sense, but it forms a two-
dimensional palindrome on the plaque, which can be read in four 
directions.  A common translation is something like ‘the sower 
Arepo holds the wheels for his work’, so it may refer to the use of 
a plough.  The name ‘Arepo’ is unknown in other contexts, so it 
seems to have been made up, to match ‘opera’ (work). 
 
But what does this have to do with Christians?  The letters can be 
rearranged in the shape of a cross, to read the first two words of 
the Lord’s Prayer in two directions, plus alpha (A) and omega (O), 
‘the beginning and the end’, which is a well-known Biblical con-
cept. 
 
It has been suggested that when early Christians were in danger 
of persecution, they used the palindrome as a secret sign to iden-
tify each other, but no one really knows whether this is the case, 
so a mystery remains. 
 
Brian White 
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SAVE THE DATE 
 

St Nicholas Church is holding  
A Christmas Tree Festival 

 
14th-16th December 2018 

 
You are invited to join us in contributing  

a tree of your design 
Further details to follow later in the year 

Time to think and make! 
You can contact Karen Hunter  

or Ruth Brind  
through The Parish Office at  

St Nicholas Church 

stnicholas1@outlook.com 

Observations on Life 
 
In the old days child guidance was something parents were ex-
pected to provide, not to submit to. 
 
A recession is a period when people do without the things their par-
ents never had. 
 
If he dodges cars, he is a pedestrian; if he dodges taxes, he is a 
financier; if he dodges responsibility, he is a statesman!  
 
Common sense is a flower that, sadly, doesn't grow in everyone's 
garden.   
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Noticeboard

Charity Bottle for March 
 

Church Army 
 

See page 16 for details 

St Nicholas Fellowship 
 
 Friday 9th March 2.30pm 
‘’Lent Reflections’  
Rev Robin Williamson 
Contact Mike Garrett  for details 764913 

 
No Breakfast in March! 

 
 

We will meet on Saturday  
28th April 
Main Hall 

 
8.30am—9.30am 

Brian 01622 759278 

 
 
 

Thursday 15th March 2.00pm 
Wave of Prayer Service 

Followed by 
‘Lent Reflections’ 
Rev Julian Waite 

grapevinemaidstone@outlook.com

Scan QR code for direct access 
to our website!

Please support our advertisers and 
mention ‘Grapevine

responding!

Easter Services

Maundy Thursday
7.00pm  Supper & Vigil

Good Friday
9.30am  OASIS

2.00pm  Good Friday Service

Easter Sunday
8.00am Holy Communion

10.00am  OASIS Communion
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OASIS Café & 
Mums & Babes  

@ St Nics 
10am –12 noon in the 
Church once a month  

on a Friday. 
An opportunity to relax and 
spend time with other new 

parents and members of the 
local community of all ages! 

Next meeting 
 

Friday 9th March 
 

Do join us for coffee & 
cake! 

Noticeboard 

Deadline for April Grapevine 
Saturday 10th March 

Please send articles  
and information to 

Email:  
grapevinemaidstone@outlook.com 

Saturday Club  
10.00am—12 noon 

17th March 

grapevinemaidstone@outlook.com 

Scan QR code for direct access  
to our website! 

Please support our advertisers and  
mention ‘Grapevine ’ when  

responding! 

Easter Services 
 

Maundy Thursday 
7.00pm  Supper & Vigil 

 

Good Friday 
9.30am  OASIS 

2.00pm  Good Friday Service 
 

Easter Sunday 
8.00am Holy Communion 

10.00am  OASIS Communion 
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Rotas for March 
LOCAL CHEMISTS’ ROTA 
 

Boots, King Street, Mon-Sat 8.30am-5.30pm, Thu 8.30am-8.00pm,  
Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm.   
Lloyds Pharmacy, Mid Kent Shopping Centre Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30 pm,  
Saturday 9am-5pm.   
Sainsbury's Pharmacy, until 10 pm Mon to Sat, normal opening times on    
Sunday.  

CHURCH ROTAS 
 

Sidespeople  
 8.00am  9.30am  10.00am  11.00am 
March w/e 
4 A Waddams     E Harrington 
 J Sargent     D & M Derry 
 
11    A Redford     R Froude 
    C McInnes     J Harlock 
 
18 D & B Davison    M Salvage 
       D Salvage   
       C Colyer 
 
25    I Redford     M Gentry 
    S Lavender     G Garrett 
    D Hayles  
     
     Sanctuary Cleaning    Flowers        
March w/e 
4  N Bailey     LENT 
11        LENT 
18  M Gentry     LENT     
25        LENT 
31      Easter D Davison/P White/J Nicholson 
             
  
         
Other Duties 
   Coffee         
March w/e 
4  Bob Butcher & Michael Froude 
11  Liz Walker/ & Anna Harries 
18  Ruth Brind & Jenny Stone 
25  Margaret Salvage & John Tester    
 
 

We commend to the loving care of our Lord 
 Barbara Cocks Barbara Jermy Rosemary Smetham  
Thomas Holland Don Harding Pam Bagshaw Leonard Burgess 
  

We welcome in to the family of the church 
 

Chloe Trickett Gwendolen Griffiths 
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J NORRIS  

Electrical Contractor 

• Emergency call outs 

• Fault finding 

• Rewires, full & partial 

• Sockets, indoor/outdoor lights 

• Fuse board changes 

• Commercial enquiries welcome 

 

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES 

NO JOB TOO LARGE OR SMALL 
 

01634 920598   07966 511408 
Email: jnorriselectrical@gmail.com 

All aspects of  

domestic electrical work 

  20  
  YEARS 

EXPERIENCE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MON 9TH - FRI 13TH APR 
 
9am-12pm 10 yrs and under 
 

12.30pm—3.30pm 11yrs + 
 

£20 day or £90 all 5 days 

EASTER CAMP 

WED 30TH - THU 31ST MAY 
 
9am-12pm 10 yrs and under 
 

12.30pm—3.30pm 11yrs + 
 

£20  per day 

MAY HALF TERM 

MON 23RD - THU 26TH JUL 
 

12pm - 3pm  All ages 
 

£20 day or £72 all 4 days 

SUMMER CAMPS 

MON 30th JUL: - FRI 3RD AUG 
 
9am-12pm  10yrs and under 

 
12.30pm—3.30pm 11yrs + 

 
£20 day or £90 all 5 days 

SUMMER CAMPS 

MAIDSTONE LAWN TENNIS CLUB 
GIDDYHORN LANE PARK 
ALLINGTON MAIDSTONE ME16 0DE 

Zane: 07932 573 888   
admin@hotshotztennis.co.uk  



 

 

 
 
      Handmade curtains,  

                blinds and  
                accessories 

 

A friendly, professional service making 

bespoke soft furnishings for every room of 

your  home 

   
All curtain styles handmade   

    Roman blinds made to a perfect fit 
           A full measuring service 
           Fabric and design advice 

Cushions, pelmets  
and all matching soft furnishing                                                 

 
Very competitive rates 

 

Anna Harries                   01622 763685 

5 Birchwood Road   

annaharries@btinternet.com      
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AG Driveways are a Maidstone based company specialising in all 
types of groundwork from design through to construction. 

We also offer an aftercare service to keep your  
drive or patio always looking its’ best! 

We pride ourselves on carrying out our work to the highest  
of standards. No job is too big or too small  

and all our work carries a full guarantee. 

Mobile: 07710 010107 ~ Office: 01622 763538 
 

www.agdriveways.co.uk 
 

Email  agdriveways@aol.com 

 Block Paving 

 Tarmac 

 Tar and Grit 

 Drop Kerbs 

 Commercial Premises 

 Car Parks/Roads 

 Playground/Tennis Courts 

 Business Forecourts 

 High Pressure Cleaning System 

 White Lining 

 

D K PLASTERING 
 

All plastering 
carried out  

at reasonable  
prices  

For a clean  
and tidy job 
Call David 

 
01622 728494 
07974 891795 

Email  
dk.plastering@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:annaharries@btinternet.com


 

 

Stuart Plumbing & 
Heating Services 

 

99 Poplar Grove, Allington 
Mobile: 07956  355012  
Home:01622 609101 

 
 

Mr S Orridge 
ACOP Qualified 

 
 
 
 

‘Institute of Plumbing 
~ 
  Kent Plumber  
   of the Year’ 

 

Gas Council Reg.  
Formerly Corgi 
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‘THE AERIAL MAN’ 
 

Family business - established 38 years 
 

Prop: R N Ashley 
 
 

DIGITAL TV AERIAL SERVICES 
inc. 1st class aerial services 

 

Your Local TV/Radio Aerial Specialist 
 

Special rates for Senior Citizens 
 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE, XTRA POINTS  
FULLY INSURED 

 

 Enjoy your free digital channels 
 

 Also Ditton, Larkfield, Leybourne 
        

 Tel: 01732 883542   or:  01622 871614 

 
Please mention 

Grapevine 
when  

responding to our 
advertisers! 



 

 

Billy Smith 
 

For all your Building  
& Property Repairs  

 

 
Kitchens  -  Bathrooms  -   

All Plumbing Works  -   
Plastering  -  Electrical  -   

Carpentry  -  Tiling     
Flooring 

Painting &  Decorating (inside 
and out!)  

 
01622 678376  or  

07790 113868 
For a friendly  

personal service 
 

3 Birchwood Road 
Allington ME16 0BB 

ALLINGTON MARINA 
 

Boat Sales 
 

Chandlery 
 

Calor Gas 
 

Gas Oil 
 

Craning 
 

Engineers 
 

Mooring  
 

For all your 
gas supplies! 

We stock all cylinder sizes,  
regulators and hoses.  
Open 7 days a week  

Collection only    

01622 752057 
Castle Road, Allington ME16 0NH 
sales@allingtonmarina.com 

www.allingtonmarina.com 

‘The Small Business Champions’ 

• Start-up Advice 

• Fixed Fees agreed in advance 

• Flexible Payments 

• Companies / Partnerships 

• CIS / Self Employed 

• Landlords / Corp Tax 

• Income Tax / PAYE / VAT 

• Flexible Meetings 
 

Call Gary Richards for a friendly, 
free initial discussion without  

obligation on  

0845 521-2241 
Larkfield - by the banks 

Free parking at rear 
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Need a Good Plasterer? 
 

• 15 years experience 

• Plastering & Reskim over Artex 

• Dry lining   

• Coving 

• Plaster boarding 

• Painting & Decorating 

• Renovation Work 

• Hours To Suit You 

• Helpful Honest Advice 

• Clean & Reliable 
 

 FREE ESTIMATES 
 

David Terry 
Tel: 01622 661780 
Mob: 07971 919694 

www.davidterry-plastering.co.uk 
 

17 Farleigh Court, Farleigh Lane 
Maidstone ME16 9BJ 

 

 
 
 
 
CLEAN- ING, 
SUPPLYING & FITTING OF CARPETS IN 

YOUR AREA & ALL TYPES OF FLOOR-
ING 

* Leather & Upholstery Cleaning  
*Stain Resistant Treatments * Flame  

Retardant Treatments * Persian &  
Oriental Rugs * Curtains Cleaned * Hard 

Floor Maintenance * Restore & Sand Floors 
 

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 
WITH A REPUTATION FOR  
 RELIABILITY & PRO- FESSIONAL  
EXPERTISE 

 
www.austinservices.co.uk 

   

KV Cleaning Services 
 

Keep your home spotless 
With a reliable friendly 

professional service 
 

Cleaning, tidying, sorting 
and any personal requests 

 
CALL KERRY 
07956 469907/01622 434438 
Email: kerryvinten@outlook.com 
References on request 
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J KIRBY ELECTRICAL 
FLORENCE ROAD MAIDSTONE KENT ME16 8EN 

01622 755549 
 

I have lived in Maidstone all my life. I have been in the electrical 
trade since 1965, and have run my own company since 1993. I now 

specialise in fault finding, upgrading or replacement of fittings, 
supplied by myself or the customer. No job is too small. 

 
 

Over the past 20 years, I have been privileged to have had  
St Nicholas Church as a customer. I have maintained the electrical 
installations in the church and halls.   
 

I am now offering special rates for readers of the ‘Grapevine’  
magazine. On production of a current copy of the Grapevine, the 

following rates will apply.  Cheques accepted, no VAT. 
 

 £50 for Attendance and the first hour, £40 per hour or part after-
wards, White fittings £5.00 to £15 each, I am happy to fit lights and 
fittings supplied by the customer. Written estimates are available.  

 

 

   01622 755549      mrjkirby@virginmedia.com      07860 221995      
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Friendly family run fencing company that will take care of all of 
your domestic fencing needs.   

We can supply and fit any of the following: 
 Closed Board 
 Fence Panels 
 Post & Rail 
 Gates 

 Trellis                      Member of Trust A Trader 
We can supply and fit both concrete or wooden posts  

as per your needs 

MW Fencing 

For a free quotation please contact  
Mark Wooler 

01732 844671 or 07973 843198 
Email  mwfencing2011@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 
 
 

From a 

dripping tap, to full gas central heating, 
bathroom suites,  

full upgrades on heating, including new 
condensing boilers. 

07909 673587 
01622 764776 

49 Allington Way, Allington 
●Gas Safe registered 

●Free Quotes     ●No call out charge 
●All work is fully insured and guaranteed 

● Plumbing & Heating●  
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    The Roofline Specialist 
                        A.H. Smith 
      

Guttering & Roofline Services 
 

Family run business, serving Maidstone & Mid-Kent, friendly & reliable. 
 

• Gutter & Roof Repairs   
• Gutter Installations 

• Moss Removal & Gutter Clearance 

• Fascia & Soffit Installations 
 

Telephone: 01622 924311 
Find us online:www.rooflinespecialist.co.uk 

 

 

 
                 Hall Hire 

 
Don’t forget there are two halls at   

St Nicholas available for  hire  
at very competitive rates  

 
Contact stnicholas1@outlook.com  

01622 299715 
for further details! 



 

 

K. B. BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
FOR THE COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 

(Specialists in Cox Brothers Conversions & Extensions Since 1979) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EXTENSIONS & LOFT CONVERSIONS OBTAINING ALL PLANNING AND 

BUILDING REGULATION APPROVALS 
 

ALTERATIONS, REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE OBTAINING  
   ALL ELECTRICAL AND HEATING CERTIFICATES  

  
KITCHEN & BATHROOMS TO FULL BUILDING REGS 

 
FREE QUOTATIONS 

 

59, Maxwell Drive, Allington, Maidstone, Kent ME16 0QY 

Telephone: 01622 762410 
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BARBARA LUDDEN 

BOOKEEPING 
 

Friendly, Local bookkeeper  
in Allington  

 
Offering all  

Bookkeeping Services  
to Sole Traders  

and  
Limited companies 

 
Please contact me by email or 

telephone for any  
further queries or questions. 

 
Barbara.ludden@yahoo.co.uk 

07584245419 
AAT Licenced Bookkeeper 

Based in Allington 
 

From 1 - 8 Passengers 
 

Local trips and 
Airport Transfers 

 
Major credit cards accepted 

 
01622 76 55 55 
07930 28 12 29 

email smbtaxis@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

www.smbmaidsonecabs.co.uk 



 

 

Mobile Hairdresser  
Have your hair done in the  
comfort of your own home,  

by a friendly and reliable traditional 
ladies hairdresser! 

Competitive prices for Perms, Sets, 
Colouring,  

Cuts & Blow Dries! 
Please call TRACY  

for an appointment. 
01622 754420 
07879 810970 

PINEBANK  
VETERINARY SURGERY 

Mr N J Pennefather BVSc MRCVS 
Mrs J Pennefather RVN MBVNA 

SOLE VETERINARY SURGEON 
Pet Passports - Full Facilities 

AMPLE PARKING 
 

Consultation by Appointment 

01622 755098 
www.pinebankvet.co.uk 

 
A. M. Freiter 

Painting & Decorating Ser-
vices 
        * City & Guilds qualified      
        * 32 years experience 
        * All aspects of internal  
     and external work undertaken 

Call me for a free quote.    
Tel: 01622 747296         
Mob: 07729573024 

 

 Blue Dragon 

Plumbing and Heating 
 

 

City and Guilds Qualified and Gas Safe Registered 
 

Boilers, Gas fire, Gas Cookers, Bathrooms, kitchens, Radiator, stopcock 
changing, installation & servicing of all types of showers, hot water  

cylinders, cold water cisterns, outside taps, blocked sinks, dripping taps, 
leaks etc 

 

Free estimates.   No call out charge.   No job to small. 
 

All work guaranteed 
 

Call Steve on: Mobile: 0793 8584443 
 Home: 01622 750176 
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PRESSURE CLEANING 
• Block & Concrete Drives 

• Patios & Decking 

• Paths & Walls 
 

Improve the appearance of  

your home! 
 

Refresh that tired looking   

driveway! 
 

Unsightly weeds and  

moss eliminated 
 

Block drives re-sanded 
 

No job too small 

Free quotations 

Seton Specialist Cleaning 

01622 756017 

07443 894580 
www.setonspecialistcleaning.co.uk 
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Specialist Fitness Classes  

 
 Aerial Hoop  Aerial Yoga/Fitness  Pilates 
Pole  Yoga   Boogie Bounce  Ashtanga 

Hot Yoga  Circus Circuits  Aerobics 
Personal Training  Pre-Natal Yoga 

 
Please see website for timetable and bookings 

pay as you go or memberships  
www.HeavenlyFitness.co.uk 
Jane@HeavenlyFitness.co.uk    

Jane 07711790101  Studio  01622 297076 
Unit 2 (First Floor), Bridge Industrial Estate, 

Wharf Rd, Tovil, Maidstone ME15 6RR 

Advertising space 
available for your  

business or service! 
 

Email 
grapevinemaidstone@outlook.com 

 
for further details! 

Or call 
01622 670240 

mailto:Jane@HeavenlyFitness.co.uk
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FREE ESTIMATES 

07889 255813 
01622 237812 

Family Run Business 
 info@allingtonroofing.co.uk · www.allingtonroofing.co.uk 

• Chimney Work 

• Lead Work 

• Roof Valleys 

• Small Repairs Strip & 

Retile 

A L L I N G T O N  R O O F I N G 
Family Run Business 

Est 1979 

Refurbishment & Repair Specialist 

Fascias, Soffits  

Guttering and Cladding 

Extensions & Loft Conversions 

Windows, Doors & Conservatories 

Driveways 

• Roof Cleaning & Moss Removal  

• Clear & Coloured Coatings 

• Moss Repellent 

• Ridges Re-pointed & Re-bedded 

• Felt Flat Roofing  

    & Three Layer System 



 

 

   

 

Medway Trading Standards Accredited 
 

Traditional & Modern Works 
      

 FREE INITIAL INSPECTION  

 ALL Roof  Repairs - Felt/ Tiles/ Slate 

 ALL Rendering Work & Internal Plastering 

 ALL Damp Problems Solved 

 ALL Basement & Cellar Conversions  
  (creating dry rooms) 
      

 ALL Traditional Lathe Timbering  ALL Lime 
Work, Haired  & Un-haired 

      
 BEST Covering All General  Building  

  Conversions & Alterations 
     

 BEST Prices - EXCELLENT SERVICE  
  7 DAYS A WEEK 

 

Tel: 01634 306033 
Mobile: 07956 586697 

Email: 
desdurant@hotmail.co.uk 
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     Lucy’s Florist 

Flowers for All Occasions 

 

Bouquets & Gifts  

with same day delivery 

 

Funeral flowers  

with free home visit! 

 

Just call Lucy on  01622 356692 

Email  lucyofarrell@live.co.uk 

 

For flowers , ideas and online shop visit 
lucyasflorist.co.uk 

Allington based and serving the whole of Maidstone 

An Independent Funeral Director 

Penenden Heath 
01622 662661 
4 Hillary Road, 

Penenden Heath,  
Maidstone, Kent ME14 2JP 

Paul J. Rowland 
 

                            
 

Funeral Directors Ltd. 
Allington 

01622 757177 
15 Mid Kent Shopping Centre,  

Castle Road, Allington,  
Maidstone, Kent ME16 0PU 

24 Hours a Day ~ 365 Days a Year 
Serving the community of Allington, Maidstone  

and the surrounding areas. 
We offer a full range of services and facilities, 

home arrangements at your convenience.  
             Free car parking 

Company Director: Paul J. Rowland 
www.pauljrowlandfuneraldirectors.co.uk 



 

 

MATTHEW WATTS 
 

ROOFING CONTRACTOR 
 

For all your Roofing needs! 
 

LEADWORK, ROOF RENEWALS, TILING,  
SLATING, FLAT ROOFS, CEDAR SHINGLES,  

SOFFITS & FASCIAS, GUTTERING,  
CHIMNEY REMOVALS/REPAIRS. 

 

For a free quotation 
 

Tel:  01622 661862 

Mobile:  07739 185920 
 

20+ years experience 
 

131 London Road, Allington, Maidstone, Kent, ME16 0HF 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  ● Bathroom & Shower Installations    

  ● Boiler Services 

   ● Boiler Changes & Upgrades 

   ● Full Central Heating Systems 

   ● Water Softeners 

   ● Walk in baths  

   ● Adaptations for Disability 

   ● New Taps / Outside Taps 

   ● Power Showers 

   ● Guttering Repairs 

   ● Tiling 

  ● Additional Radiators 

  ● Free Quotes 

  & more...please feel free to enquire 
 

01622 747898 

 
 

Email: info@coopercoplumbingandheating.co.uk 

Website: ww.cooperplumbinbgandheating.co.uk 
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Small, family-run residential home  •   All rooms en-suite  •   
Varied activities programme  •  Day Care and Respite Care available 

Tel/01622 751620  •  Fax/01622 692161  •  email/fairlawnreshome@aol.com  •  
www.fairlawnrh.co.uk  

327 Queens Road, Maidstone, Kent, ME16 0ET  



 

 

MAIDSTONE DANCE 
STUDIOS LTD 

 

Teaching in a professional but  
enjoyable manner since 1963 

 

Ballet, Hip Hop, Modern,  
Street Jazz and Tap 

Taught by our five fully  
qualified Teachers 

 
Classes available six days of the 

week at various locations -  
Allington, Bearsted, Coxheath and 

Madginford or our two Dance  
Studios close to the town centre 

 

 

Pupils taken from 21/2 years  
to Adults 

Dance for Fun, Dance for 
Fitness, or take  

ISTD Examinations 
 
 

For further information 

Call 01622 746835 

  

 

identics 

d e n t a l  s u r g e r y 
 

Local Dental Practice now open 
 

Affordable monthly payment plans 
 

Relaxed comfortable environment 
 

Call or pop in  
for more information 

 
 

1 Odiham Drive 
Allington, Maidstone, Kent 

Tel: 01622 669345 
info@identicsdentalcare.co.uk 
www.identicsdentalcare.co.uk 
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VINER & SONS LTD 
 

Keith Viner 
 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS 
 

THIS BUSINESS HAS BEEN RUN BY OUR FAMILY SINCE 1777 
 

We pride ourselves on our Caring Personal Service 
 

All Locations Covered 
 

PERSONAL DAY AND NIGHT SERTVICE  
& PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

 
GOLDEN CHARTER  

PRE-PAYMENT SCHEMES AVAILABLE 
Please contact us for further details 

 
54 HIGH STREET, WEST MALLING, KENT  ME19 6LU 

Email:  info@vinerandsons.co,uk www.vinerandsons.co.uk 

 

Telephone: 01732 842485 



 

 

E B Garden  
Services 

 

All fencing and tree work 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

●All types of fencing renewed and repaired● 
●All kinds of trees topped, felled and pruned● 

●Hedges pruned and trimmed● 
●Regular lawn mowing● 

●Turfing● 
●Rough gardens put in order● 

●Patios, paths and drives pressure washed● 
●Patios laid● 

●Sheds repaired and treated● 
●Shed bases● 

●General  property maintenance● 
●Gutters cleaned out● 

_____________________________ 

 

No job too big or too small  
— we do them all 

 

Don’t delay phone today 
 

Direct line:- 

0780 050 4442 

Free 
Estimates 
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             ACA  Castle Road 
 Maidstone ME16 0PZ 
    
     Why not come and see  
               what  we have to offer! 

 
   Licensed Bar with Sky Sports &  

  BT Sports  
   Family bar and Function Hall   

  available for hire    
   Lounge Bar over 18's only -  
   also available for  wakes 
   ( Catering available upon request)  

Monday - Friday  
 ACA Playgroup (Term time only)     Call Katie          07545  556290 
 
Mondays & Wednesdays 
 ZUMBA 7.30pm         Call Clalre         07812  564460 
 
Tuesday’s 
Orchard Club for the over 60’s 1.30pm   Call Pat         01622  673633 
Slimming World  5.30pm & 7.30pm   Call Vanessa    07712  647797  
 
Wednesday’s    
 Whist Drive 1.00pm         Call Joy              01622  761346 
 
Thursday’s 
 Bingo 7.15pm     Call Joy              01622  761346 
Eucher Cards (Lounge Bar) 7.00pm  Call Julie            07813  956187 
 
Saturday’s 
Kungfoo (6-11yrs 9.30am)    Call Neil           07980  945378 
         (11-15yrs 10.30am) 
 
Sunday’s 
Bingo 8.00pm      Call Joy         01622  761346 

 
 

Adult £34  Adult & Spouse £46 (inc admin fee) 
Family  - Adult & spouse plus 1 child (second child free)  £58 

(all to reside at same address) 
Juniors £22 Senior (Over 60) £22 Senior & Spouse £34 

Keep up to date with what’s going on ! 

 
 

Email  secretary@aca-club.co.uk   Telephone  01622  673633 



 

 

WHERE AND WHEN — ORGANISATIONS IN THE PARISH 
Mondays:         Tel.enquiries 
 
Quilting Web   9.00am - 12.00pm ~ Small Hall   2nd, 4th, 5th 01622 710829 
Zumba    9.15am - 10.30am    07999 444045 
ALLARA Tai Chi           11.30am - 12.30pm    01622 756475 
ALLARA Painting  2.00pm - 4.00pm ~ Small Hall    01622 662707  
ALLARA Kurling   2.00pm -  5.00pm  2nd & 4th   01622 686305 
Flair School of Dance  4.00pm - 6.00pm ~ Small Hall   07713 260452 
J R Fitness Classes  8.15pm - 9.15pm     07746 082182 
2nd Allington Rainbows 4.30pm - 5.30pm @ Allington School     01622 685264 
Weight Watchers  6.15pm - 8.15pm              07888 740221 
4th Allington Brownies  6.00pm - 7.30pm @ Allington School  01622 686527 
1st Allington Guides  7.15pm - 8.45pm ~ Small Hall   01622 672985 
Allington Castle Beavers 6.00pm - 7.00pm ~ Small Hall   07846  600953 
Tuesdays:- 
 
Slimming World          9.45am - 11.45am ~ Small Hall   07770 700688 
Parent & Toddler Group 9.30am - 11.30am    07527 743438 
1st Allington Brownies  5.45pm - 7.30pm    01622 685007 
Kettlebridge Clog Dancing 8.00pm - 10.30pm    01622 727147 
Allington Scouts  7.30pm - 9.00pm ~ Small Hall   07846  600953 
ALLARA Sequence Dancing  2.00pm - 4.00pm ~ 1st & 2nd    01622 756475 
ALLARA    1.00pm - 4.30pm~ 3rd      01622 756475 
Simply Pilates   6.00pm - 7.00pm ~ Small Hall   07845 442885 
Wednesdays:- 
 
Zumba    9.15am -10.15am    07999 444045 
Quilting Web             9.30am - 12.30pm ~ Small Hall  2nd,4th,5th 01622 710829 
Quilting Friends  9.30am - 12.30pm~ Small Hall 1st & 3rd 01622 744170 
ALLARA Keep Fit         11.00am - 12.00noon    01622 756475 
2nd Allington Brownies 6.15pm - 7.45pm    01622 753563 
Maidstone Dance Academy   3.15pm - 6.15 Hall & 4.00 - 6.00 ~ Small Hall 01622 746835  
Allington Castle WI  7.00pm  - 9.30pm  ~ Small Hall 3rd  01622 721170 
Maidstone Circle Dance Club 8.00pm - 10.00pm ~ 1st   01622 753090 
Thursdays:- 
 
Adults Tap Dance   9.45am - 10.45am    01622 746835 
NHS Retirement Fellowship  11.00am - 1.00pm ~ 1st   01622 670240 
ALLARA           10.00am - 12.00 ~ Small Hall 1st   01622 756475 
Creative Art & Textiles  10.00am—3.00pm    01622 695769 
Allington Knights Beavers 6.00pm - 7.00pm     07846  600953 
Allington Cub Scouts  6.30pm - 8.00pm @ Allington School           07846  600953 
2nd Allington Guides  7.00pm - 8.45pm ~ Small Hall   01622 685264 
Allington Garden Club   7.30pm - 9.30pm ~ 1st     01622 754855 
Mid Kent Fuchsia Group  7.15pm - 10.15pm  ~ 2nd    01795 539722  
Mothers’ Union    2.30pm - 4.30pm  ~ Church  ~3rd   01622 678312 
Fridays:- 
 
Zumba    9.15am - 11.15am ~ Small Hall   07999  444045 
Musical Playtime  10.00am - 11.00am     01622 669400      
St Nicholas Fellowship   2.30pm - 4.30pm ~ 2nd                      764913/762548 
OASIS Café / Mum’s & Babes 9.30am—12noon ~2nd   in Church  07951 777854 
Saturdays:- 
 
Children’s Saturday Club 10.00am—12 noon ~ 3rd   07951 777854 
1st Allington Rainbows  9.00am - 10.00am ~ Small Hall   07742  846625 
Hearty Quilters   9.00am - 1.00pm  ~ 1st     01732  823383 
Clouds Youth  Group  1.30pm - 4.30pm ~ Small Hall   07886 566984 
Children’s Saturday Club    10.00am - 12 noon 4 – 11 years old ~ 3 rd    07951 777854  
Mid Kent Metal Detecting Club 6.30pm-10pm ~ 2nd                     01233 612312 
Men’s Breakfast  8.30am - 9.30am  Last Saturday  01622 759278 
Sundays 
 
Light Life Christian Fellowship 11.00am—1.30pm~Small Hall   josephanderson111@icloud.com 
Light Life Christian Fellowship 5.30pm—8.30pm ~Small Hall   josephanderson111@icloud.com  
 

All information is for reference only and may be subject to change  - please check for further  
information regarding hall availability with the Church Office on 01622 299715 
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March 2018 

1 Thur 9.00am Prayer Space 

4 Sun 8.00am Holy Communion 

  10.00am Morning Worship 

  5.00pm OASIS  in the Afternoon 

5 Mon 8.30am Morning Prayer 

7 Wed 8.30am Morning Prayer  

  10.00am Holy Communion with MU followed by Lent Course 

  7.30pm Evening Prayer 

8 Thur 9.00am Prayer Space 

11 Sun 9.30am OASIS 

  11.00am Holy Communion 

12 Mon 8.30am Morning Prayer 

14 Wed 8.30am Morning Prayer 

  10.00am Holy Communion followed by Lent Course 

  7.30pm Evening Prayer 

15 Thur 9.00am Prayer Space 

18 Sun 8.00am Holy Communion 

  10.00am 
OASIS Communion followed by APCM and Lunch to 
Share 

 Mar 19th - 22nd Easter Experience in Church 

19 Mon 8.30am Morning  Prayer 

21 Wed 8.30am Morning Prayer 

  10.00am No Holy Communion today 

  7.30pm Evening Prayer 

22 Thur 9.00am Prayer Space 

   PALM SUNDAY 

25 Sun 9.30am OASIS 

  11.00am Holy Communion  MU Lady Day Service 

26 Mon 8.30am Morning  Prayer 

28 Wed 8.30am Morning Prayer 

  10.00am Holy Communion 

  7.30pm Evening Prayer 

  7.00pm TAIZE Service at St. Andrew’s 

29 Thur 9.00am Prayer Space 

  7.00pm Maundy Thursday Supper & Vigil 

30 Fri 9.30am Good Friday OASIS 

  2.00pm Good Friday Service 


