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 Parish General Information 
 

For enquiries about Baptisms, Funerals or Weddings,  
please contact Rev Chris on 01622 297307 

Or rev.chris@hotmail.co.uk 
Also for Banns of Marriage  

(the form can be downloaded from the website). 
www.stnicholasallington.org.uk 

Jenny Stone - Parish Administrator 
Mondays, Thursdays & Fridays 10.00am - 12 noon 

Church Office ~ 01622 299715 (answerphone)  
stnicholas1@outlook.com 
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St Nicholas Church 
Poplar Grove, Allington, ME16 0DE 

 
Priest in Charge  Rev. Chris Lavender 

01622 297307       E-mail: rev.chris@hotmail.co.uk 
Curate    Rev.  Barry Knott 

                 07475 468622           E-mail: rev.barry@icloud.com 
Churchwardens 

  Angela Redford    Mike Evans 
       758641            07432 713277    
 angela.redford@hotmail.co.uk          michaelevans045@gmail.com             

Reader (Lay Minister)  Children & Families Minister 
  Mary Garrett    Fiona Higgs 
  Tel 764913          Tel 07951 777854 

 
 
 

Secretary 
Jenny Stone 
Tel 299715 
 
Gift Aid Secretary & Weekly 
Offering Envelopes 
Geoff Garrett 
Tel 753000 
 
Halls Chairman   
Alan Foreman 
Tel 764094 
 
Magazine Editor 
Chris Cook 
grapevinemaidstone@outlook.com 
Tel 670240 
 
Magazine Distribution  
Marianna Poliszczuk 
Tel 751243 
 
Electoral Roll Officer 
Caleb Howard 
Tel 07738 393279 
caleb.howard75@gmail.com 
 
Parish Disclosure Officer and 
Safeguarding Officer for  
Vulnerable Adults & Children 
Sarah Lavender 
Tel 297307 
sarahlavender59@hotmail.co.uk 

Treasury Team 
stnictres@outlook.com 
 
 
Sacristan 
Nigel Smetham 
Tel 685007 
 
Magazine Adverts 
Chris Cook 
grapevinemaidstone@outlook.com 
Tel 670240 
 
Organist & Choirmaster 
Roger Gentry 
Tel 678312 
 
 
 
Health & Safety Officer 
Alan Foreman 
Tel 764094 
 
Prayer Coordinator 
Angela Redford 
Tel 758641 
angela.redford@hotmail.co.uk 

For  Hall Bookings 
stnicholas1@outlook.com 

Jenny Stone - Parish Administrator 01622 299715 



 

 

Sunday Services 
 

  8.00 am Holy Communion – 1st & 3rd Sundays 
  9.30   am OASIS  All-age worship – 2nd & 4th Sundays 
         10.00   am Morning Worship - 1st Sunday 
         10.00 am OASIS Joint Communion  – 3rd Sunday 
         10.00  am Joint Service - 5th Sunday at  
    St Nicholas or St Andrew’s 
         11.00  am Holy Communion - 2nd & 4th Sundays                                                                 
  5.00   pm OASIS in the Afternoon - 1st Sunday 
  6.00   pm JAHFA for senior school pupils -  1st Sunday 
 Mondays    8.30  am Morning Prayer 
 
 Wednesdays   8.30  am Morning Prayer 
    10.00  am Holy Communion 
      7.30  pm Evening Prayer 
 Thursdays  9.00  am   Prayer Space 

 St. Nicholas Explorers 
 

After school club for 7-11s – term time only 
Allington Primary School – Wednesday 3.15  - 4.30 pm 
Palace Wood Primary School – Tuesday 3.20 -  4.30 pm 

Saturday Club / Messy Church 
Normally held on the 3rd Saturday morning of the month  

and advertised in Grapevine. 

Home Groups 
 
Group 1 -  meets on alternate Monday mornings at 
         23 Buckland Lane.    Contact tel: 752181 Rachel Norman 
  
Group 2 – meets on alternate Thursday evenings at various venues 
             around the parish.   Contact tel: 764913 Mary Garrett 
 
Group 3 - meets on Thursday afternoons 2.00pm - 3.00pm 
        2 Hazlitt Drive  Contact Carol on 686771 or Angela on 758641 

Pastoral Group 
This is available to bring Home Communion, or just pay a visit to anyone 
who needs it. Please phone Mary Garrett on 01622 764913 
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Rev Chris Writes...... 
 
The New Year is upon us and I thought this would 
be a good opportunity to let you know about some 
of the new things going on in church life that are 
being put into place.  
 
MUM'S & BABES 
 
This isn't a new thing but we are intending to do a 
'new thing' with it. In the latter part of last year 
we used one of the monthly Mum's & Babes ses-
sions, in church, as a coffee morning where all 
were welcome. We took the opportunity to raise money for a local 
charitable cause. Many came and enjoyed cakes and refresh-
ments, whether they had a child or not. It was great to see the 
different generations enjoying each other's company. It worked so 
well that we intend to make it a regular feature of those Mum's & 
Babes sessions - we will call it OASIS CAFE with Mum's & 
Babes. The first one will be on Friday 12th January at 10am. 
 
ALPHA 
 
On Monday 26th February, at 7pm in church, we will start an elev-
en week course on the basics of the Christian faith and how it re-
lates to life, faith and meaning. The aim is to provide an oppor-
tunity for those that are new to church, those that come occasion-
ally and for those who wish to re-connect with the basics, to dis-
cuss the Christian faith in a relaxed environment - the joy of Alpha 
is that food is provided as part of the evening, all free of charge. 
There will be applications at the back of church or you can contact 
Rev Barry, or myself, to sign up. 
 
SPRING HARVEST 
 
On the 8th April 55 of us are heading off to Butlins, Minehead, for 
a few days  to one of the major Christian festivals of the year. I 
am grateful to the church council for agreeing to fund the children 
of families that are going from St Nicholas', and I have no doubt 
that the investment will be rewarded. 
 
SERMON SERIES ON MARK'S GOSPEL 
 
For the first six weeks of the New Year all of our services will be 
focusing on the Gospel of Mark. Towards the end of last year our 
Pilgrim Groups enjoyed engaging in an overview of this fascinating 
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book that has a very particular structure that says something im-
portant about the nature of the Kingdom of God and of disciple-
ship. Myself, Rev Barry and Fiona Higgs (Children's & Families 
Minister) went to a study day on the gospel that later led to a brief 
presentation to the church council. As a result it only seemed right 
to take that a step further by developing a sermon series and it 
may be that we repeat this for other gospel during the course of 
the year. 
 
So there we are - a taste of what is to come in 2018. I believe 
that this is an exciting time in the life of the church as we build on 
the foundations of the past and see where God is taking us for the 
future. 
Every blessing for the New Year, 
 
Rev Chris 
 

Alongside Africa 

The news from Alongside Africa is great. Together with the refuge 

where street children can go during the day to eat, or sleep or just 

get off the streets, there is now a half way house where children – 

mostly boys – can move to get their lives back on track.  The boys 

each have a patch of land to grow vegetables, on and they have 

really taken to this , and to guarding the property with gusto.  

 

One of the next steps is to build a clinic adjacent to the property 

for the use of the children and also people in the neighbouring 

( very poor) area.  

 

Next month I hope to bring you news of the micro-finance pro-

jects. Several of these groups have been set up by people in Al-

lington. All in all there are about 28 operating. They help people to 

improve their lot , and that of their community where they live. It 

will be good to hear how the projects with bee-keeping, pig farm-

ing and passion fruit growing are prospering. And of course, once 

set up, these loans go on and on , because when paid up they 

move on to another initiative.   Ruth Brind 
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OASIS Cafe  
with  

MUMS & BABES  
We had such a good time, with 
young and old together, at our 
recent fundraising coffee morning, 
that we have decided to make it 

a regular event!  
 

Come along to our first  
"official" monthly Oasis Cafe  

with Mums & Babes  
on Friday 13th January 
 in church from 9.30 - 12.00  

 
Lots of cake, coffee 

and chat!  
See you there!  

tel:9.30%20-%2012.00
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Journey to Bethlehem—Take 2! 
 

A very busy week in December for many volunteers when we un-
dertook our ‘Journey to Bethlehem’ 
once again for the schoolchildren 
within our parish following a break 
of 3 years from our first ‘Journey’. 
 
We were privileged to participate 
as characters, helpers, organisers 
and observers for the most amaz-
ing experience in which over 1200 
children played a part over 4 days. 
There was one innovation this time 
as the weather was really unkind 
to us on the first day with heavy 
rain, wet snow and freezing tem-
peratures.  
 
Undaunted, and not wishing to 
cancel the event, we took our 
’journey’ to both Allington and 
Shernolds Schools. There had al-
ways been a contingency plan for 
bad weather but to have the op-
portunity to recreate the same 

journey for the children within their own buildings was very suc-
cessful and meant they could be included. 
 
The genuine 
astonishment 
of the chil-
dren in sud-
denly coming 
across angels 
on their walk 
to Bethlehem 
(the church!) 
was a joy to 
observe to-
gether with 
wise men 
jumping out 
of their car 
having lost 
their way, 
shepherds 
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(with sheepdog), innkeepers who had no room  and Roman sol-
diers getting them safely across Poplar Grove was truly inspiring. 
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It was not just the children who were involved either. The whole 
community enjoyed the occasion with many cars tooting us as 
they passed. There was also a very surprised van driver who 

wound down his 
window to ask 
one of the wise 
men if he had 
any frankin-
cense to be 
shown the real 
thing in a wood-
en box and 
asked how much 
did he want! 
 
The week ended 
with a ‘Messy 
Journey to Beth-
lehem’ where 
there was the 
opportunity to 
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make a variety of 
Christmas themed 
crafts, Christmas 
Tree sandwiches 
and a short reprise 
of the ‘Journey to 
Bethlehem’ and a 
tableau of the 
Christmas Story in 
church once again 
for parents to be-
come involved this 
time. 
 
Well done St. 
Nicholas Allington 
for the commit-
ment and enthusi-
asm with which 
the story was told 
and making mem-
ories for 1200 chil-
dren that they will 
remember for many years! 
Chris Cook 
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MY OWN VIEW OF JESUS GROWING UP  
Luke tells us that, at the age of twelve, Jesus had gone with his 
parents and many from the village to the Temple in Jerusalem.  
On the way back his parents assumed Jesus was ahead with the 
other children.  But he was not there and eventually they found 
Jesus still in the Temple discussing with the elders.  His parents 
took him home to Nazareth.    
 
We hear little more about Jesus until he is about the age of thirty.  
But a few Gospel passages and a bit of our own imagination can 
let us picture some of the details.  Presumably, for the next eight-

een years Jesus remained in 
the village of Nazareth.  He 
lived with his parents and four 
other children in what was 
probably a one or two roomed 
house with no facilities or run-
ning water.  He helped his fa-
ther in a carpentry shop, and 
when his father died, possibly 
quite early, Jesus took over as 
the village carpenter.  This 
could have included making 
ploughs and gates for local 
farmers and door and window 

frames.  So it might have been very physical and tiring work. 
 
In those times, day to day life for children, men and women would 
have been pretty rugged and hard.  Many would have worked or 
helped on the land, looking after animals, crops or vines.  Some 
might have worked in related trades such as carpentry or tent 
making.  Women would have done all their own bread making and 
cooking and sewing.  All this way of life would have been very de-
pendent on the annual harvests.  A poor yield might have brought 
hardship to everyone. 
 
Everyone in the village would 
have followed Jewish laws and 
customs and would have gone 
once a week to the local Syna-
gogue.  They would have also 
shared a traditional meal and 
prayers together on a Friday 
evening.  And, on occasions, the 
family may well have gone up 
to the Temple in Jerusalem. 
 
Between doing all of this we as-
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sume that Jesus also spent time, possibly on his own, looking at 
the scriptures.   He would have read about God calling Abraham, 
Moses, Isaiah and the other prophets.  And he would have read 
Leviticus and other scrolls setting out the system of making sacri-
fices to the Lord for the forgiveness of sins. 
 
Hanging over all of this was the shadow of military occupation, 
foreign soldiers and the collection of taxes for Rome.  To a large 
extent the soldiers let local people live their traditional way of life.  
But any hint of opposition or rebellion was put down ruthlessly.  
Roman  sources suggests that at some time when Jesus was 
growing up a large rebellion was put down by the Roman Army.  If 
this was true then Jesus might have already had seen a form of 
Roman punishment that brought fear and dread into everyone - 
the sight of the cross.  
 
So today, I think that these early impressions of how Jesus might 
have grown up may now help us in praying about the day-to-day 
events in our own lives.                 
 
Robin Hiam  
 
Photos of modern day recreation of Nazareth Village 

Oasis in the Afternoon 
 

Sunday 7th January 4.45pm—6.00pm 
 

Bonfire, Bangers and Christingle  
 

Come along and  
bring your old Christmas Tree to burn!  
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Millennium Green News 
 
The trust has had another successful year, and we have 
managed to carry out various initiatives, as a result of fund-
ing from a number of sources: these are as follows. 

• £2,000 from Greggs Foundation, for renovation work 
around the central feature and other landscaping tasks. This 
involved some work by contractors, the purchase of a new 
mulching mower, and payment for some tree surgery. 

• £188 from Waitrose ‘Community Matters’, Allington 

• £150 from Waitrose ‘Community Matters’, Kings Hill 

• £250 from the Gallagher Group Limited 

• £103 from a private donation 

• £1650 from our KCC County Councillors’ Combined Member Grant Scheme for 
a new ride-on mower 

• £575 from our recent Wine and Wisdom evening. 
 
This may sound like a lot of money, but we must not be complacent!  Our insurance 
cover alone costs almost £500 per year  and there are constant expenses in order 
to maintain and improve the Green.  Fortunately, we have supportive directors and 
volunteers who give us generous help in may ways, but we are always looking for 
more assistance.  Please get in touch with me if you would like any further infor-
mation, or if you would like to become involved in the maintenance of the Green. 
 
I am pleased to announce an exciting forthcoming initiative, as Tesco has entered 
us into its ‘Bags of Help’ scheme, which makes grants of up to £4,000 to local com-
munity projects, from money raised from carrier bag sales.  Ours is one of three 
groups in this Tesco region to have been shortlisted to receive cash awards, and 
voting will take place in Tesco stores throughout January and February 2018.  Cus-
tomers will cast their votes, using tokens given to them at the check-out each time 
that they shop.  So, if you shop at Tesco, please support us, and encourage other 
people to do the same, at these stores: 
 

• Bearsted Express, Maidstone, ME14 4NE 

• Grove Green Superstore, Maidstone, ME14 5TQ 

• London Road Express, Maidstone, ME16 0DJ 

• Loose Road Express, Maidstone, ME15 7TY 

• Oakwood Park Express, Maidstone, ME16 9NZ 

• Tonbridge Road Express, Maidstone, ME16 8TE 

• Tovil Superstore, Maidstone, ME15 6RQ 

• Week Street Express, Maidstone, ME14 1RL 

We hope to win the £4,000 grant, as that will enable us to do further work on the 
herb beds, with a sensory theme for people with disabilities.  In addition, we will be 
able to do more tree maintenance, surgery and planting, make some improvements 
to the paved and seating areas for disabled people, replace some fencing and re-
furbish our main sign.            Brian White 
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News of the Church UK and Worldwide 
British want cathedrals and churches protected for future gener-
ations, new poll reveals 
Castles, cathedrals and churches and royal palaces are the historic build-
ings that the British public think it is most important to protect for future 
generations. These are the findings of a recent opinion poll, carried out 
for the National Churches Trust, the UK’s church buildings support chari-
ty, by ComRes. 
 
Out of ten key types of historic buildings, British adults are most likely to 
say that castles should be protected for future generations (34%). This is 
closely followed by cathedrals and churches (20%) and royal palaces 
(18%). Other building types and their ranking in the poll included coun-
try houses (4%), transport buildings and structures (4%) and govern-
ment and civic buildings (3%). 
 
Claire Walker, Chief Executive of the National Churches Trust, said: “At 
the heart of communities in cities, towns and villages, cathedrals and 
churches are a treasure trove of architecture, history and faith.” 
 
With 42,000 church buildings, the United Kingdom’s religious heritage is 
a unique part of its national story, with 45% of all England's Grade I 
listed buildings cathedrals and churches.  
 
Countries where it is most difficult to be a Christian 
If you’ve ever felt that being a Christian in the UK is not easy, spare a 
prayer for Christians in North Korea, Somalia, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Su-
dan, Syria, Iraq, Iran, Yemen, and Eritrea. These ten countries (in that 
order) have topped the 2017 Open Doors World Watch List for the ten 
most difficult places on earth to be a Christian.  
 
In these countries Christians must keep their beliefs hidden, for to be 
known as a Christian means beatings, imprisonment, discrimination and 
constant abuse. 
 
At the end of 2017, Open Doors found that, for the fourth year in a row, 
the level of overall persecution has risen worldwide, with Asia in particu-
lar showing a rapid rise. While North Korea is still number one, India 
went up to a ranking of 15, as Hindu nationalists batter the churches. 
Elsewhere, Islamic extremism continues to strangle the expression of the 
Christian faith, fuelling persecution in 14 out of the top 20 countries, and 
35 of the top 50. Millions of Christians around the world now live their 
lives against varying levels of discrimination, discovery, violence and 
arrest. 
 
Christians living in these countries urgently need the support of their 
family, the body of Christ, to help them stand firm in their faith. You 
can help. 
 
Great news for Street Children 
Toybox is a UK charity with a mission to end the injustice of children liv-
ing and working on the streets. It has been working with the most mar-
ginalised children in some of the most dangerous cities in the world since 
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the early 1990s.  
 
Toybox has developed expertise in working to prevent children from tak-
ing the decision to move to the streets, to rescue and support them 
when they already live on the streets and to help them build a new fu-
ture for themselves, when they decide they are ready to leave the 
streets, and their dangers, behind.  
 
Now Toybox is to merge with Action for Street Kids, another agency 
which has been supporting street children all over the world for nearly 
17 years. As a spokesman explains,  
“We are creating a world-leading humanitarian authority for children liv-
ing and working on the streets in some of the toughest places in the 
world.  

Charity of the Month 
Street Pastors engage with people on the streets 
to care for them, listen to them and help them. 
They work together with other partners in the 
night-time economy to make communities safer. 
Each city project is set up by Ascension Trust, 
which is the governing body behind Street Pas-
tors, and run by a local coordinator with support 
from local churches and community groups, in 
partnership with the police, local council and oth-
er statutory agencies. 
 
Prayer is at the heart of what street pastors do. When you meet a street 
pastor, whatever they are doing or however they are helping you, they 
are part of a bigger team that is praying for your town right at that mo-
ment. 
 
Each Street Pastors team includes prayer pastors who gather at the 
Street Pastors base and are in touch with the team that is on the street 
through mobile phones. They also have a radio that connects them to 
CCTV operators. 
Prayer pastors are committed to praying for street pastors and for inci-
dents that arise in your town while they are on patrol. 
Volunteers are urgently required to train as Street and Prayer Pastors 
and if you feel this is something you might be interested in talk to Mary 
Cook or contact maidstone@streetpastors.org.uk 

Life is too short for us to do everything we want to do; but it is long 
enough for us to do everything God wants us to do.  
 
The future belongs to those who belong to God. This is hope.  
W T Purkiser 
 
I find the great thing in this world is not so much where we stand, as in 
what direction we are moving. – OW Holmes  



 

 

So wise 
(Matthew 2:1-12) 

 
So wise, those men from the East, 
to search for the promised One, 

to follow the star. 
So wise and so brave 
to leave their lands 
to follow the star. 

 
So wise and so humble 

to kneel in worship 
having followed the star 
to its and their creator, 

the source of wisdom 
and life and light and hope. 
Having followed the star  

to Jesus. 
 

So wise. 
By Daphne Kitching 
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W.I. members were all dancing 
queens.  
We also enjoyed our Christmas 
party at our new meeting place.  
On January 17th our speaker, Sue 
Duckworth, will give a talk on ‘The 
Darling Buds of May’, then in Feb-
ruary Barbra Stevens talk is ‘Life in 
Journalism Part 2’. Come and join 
us in the new year. We meet on 
the 3rd Wednesday of the month 
at St Nicks in the small hall, 
7.00pm for 7.30pm. 
Happy New Year from Allington 
Castle W.I 
Pat Gibbons 
 
ST NICHOLAS  
FELLOWSHIP 
During December 
about twenty of us 
enjoyed our Christmas party with a 
fine spread of food and drinks. 
Members took part in games and 
quizzes with carol singing accom-
panied by Roger. 
At our next meeting, Edna Tupper 
will be visiting us to share her sto-
ry of ‘The Tower of London’.  The 
meeting, on  12th. January in the 
Main Church Hall will start at 2.30 
pm – everyone is welcome. 
Mike Garrett (764913) 
 
OPEN CIRCLE 
Our December book 
The Ghost Road by 
Pat Barker was a 
wonderful, moving, 
and, at times, hu-
morous read set in 
the First World War. We have not 
yet had our discussion about it, or 
our Christmas lunch at Anne’s, but 
I’m assuming that everyone will 
have enjoyed it as much as I did. 
For January we have another of 
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Thank you for the lovely Flower 
Arrangement and Certificate given 
to me, to celebrate 40 year’s 
membership, at our Christmas 
Lunch in December. 
Once again, my thanks to all who 
contributed in some way to the 
Christmas Market; overall the MU 
raised just over £822, well done! 
We start the year with our 
Wednesday Morning Holy Com-
munion Service at 10.00am on 3 
January. Thank you for support-
ing this service during the past 
year. 
Thursday 18 January is our 
monthly meeting.  This time, we 
shall be holding a “Members’ Af-
ternoon”.  If you wish, we would 
like you to bring a favourite poem, 
short reading or a short piece of 
music. 
On Friday 22 January, 6 mem-
bers of the Trustee Board start 
their trip to the Ugandan Refugee 
Camp.  Money donations and knit-
ted baby blankets (not premature 
baby blankets) would be very wel-
come. 
Cathedral Prayer Time is at 12 

noon in the crypt on Thursday 25 

January. 

 
Mary Gentry    (678312) 
Branch Leader 
Follow Mothers’  
Union on Facebook 

 
ALLINGTON CASTLE 
We had a lovely 
Christmas lunch at The 
Great Danes. The theme for our 
entertainment was ABBA and our 

Youth & Organisations News 



 

 

one of our favourite authors: Tracy 
Chevalier and her 2016 novel At the 
Edge of the Orchard. Girl with a 
Pearl Earring; Falling Angels; Re-
markable Creatures and so many of 
her other novels were all wonderful 
so I hope this will also be a great 
read. 
The novel is set, at first, in 1838 
Ohio where life is hard for the 
Goodenough family trying to wrest a 
living from the swamp. Fifteen years 
later, their son, Robert, drifting 
through Goldrush California, has to 
confront his past and the reasons 
why he left the family home. 
Through Robert, Chevalier explores 
her themes of the past and the need 
to wrestle with our roots, however 
tangled and complex. It sounds just 
the kind of book I’ll enjoy in the qui-
eter days after Christmas! 
Whatever you enjoy reading, and 
whenever you can, Open Circle wish 
you a very happy Christmas with an 
invitation to join us whenever you 
wish. 
Our meetings in January will be on 
Wednesday January 10th, and 
Wednesday January 24th at 10.30 
am. Please ring Margaret (672985), 
or Anne 764063 for venues. 

Dianne White 756660  
mrsdiannewhite@gmail.com 
 
 
TREFOIL GUILD 
In November, 10 
of our members 
made their way to 
London to walk 
from Tower Bridge to Westminster 
Bridge.  They started at All Hallows 
Church Restaurant for a hearty 
breakfast, before starting off on the 
8.5 mile walk along the river.   The 
walk included zigzagging over 8 his-
toric bridges. they walked 
past  many of the famous Lon-
don  Landmarks including The 

Shard, Tower of London, HMS Bel-
fast. St Pauls Cathedral, The Lon-
don Eye, and the Houses of Parlia-
ment. The highlight of the  after-
noon was meeting up with Padding-
ton Bear. Our December meeting 
was held at the North Pole Pub, 
where 21 of us  had a wonderful 
Christmas meal. Two of our mem-
bers were presented 
with  their Bronze Voyage award at 
our Christmas dinner. 
A  Christmas  Carol Service was 
held on the 10th December and 
was very successful and enjoyed by 
all.   Our next coffee morning will 
be on the 17th January 2018. 
 
Daphne Butler 
01622 676836 
 
ALLINGTON GARDEN CLUB 
 
I think we all had a fantastic time 
at our Christmas party. Ray Spiller 
was a good entertainer playing 
number one hits from the 50's and 
60's with a few jokes mixed in. In 
the second half of the evening he 
played music from dates chosen by 
our members and quite a lot got up 
and danced. It was brilliant. 
As always our members did us 
proud with a huge variety of food. 
We do not have a meeting in Janu-
ary so I would like to wish every-
one a happy and prosperous New 
Year.  Pam Blake 
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A Message from the Editor  
 
A ‘Happy New Year ’  to you all! 
 
As we arrive at the beginning of another year I hope that you will con-
tinue to enjoy ‘Grapevine ’  and support the advertisers who ensure that 
the magazine continues to be provided free of charge!  
 
I hope that you will continue to support all of our advertisers and 
please remember to mention ‘Grapevine ’  when you contact them! 
 
I would also ask that articles, special poems, memories of days gone by 
are always welcomed for consideration. It is difficult at times to find 
sufficient items to include and yet you all have stories to tell!  
Obviously some stories might not be appropriate for our audience so 
the editor ’s decision is always final! 
 
I hope that you continue to enjoy our magazine and look forward to 
receiving your contributions.  
 
With all good wishes 
 
The Editor 
grapevinemaidstone@outlook.com  

NEW YEAR QUIZ 

 at ST NICHOLAS CHURCH HALL 

 POPLAR GROVE ME16 ODE 
 

Saturday 20th January 2018  
 

Doors open 7.00pm and Quiz starts 7.30pm 

Ticket £7pp with sausage and chips supper  

(vegetarian please  notify when booking) 

Teams of 6-8    

Contact marianna2@compuserve.com   

01622 751243 (Marianna) or  

01622 299715 (Parish Office) 
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Those beloved little red bricks 
 
Sixty years ago this month a Danish com-
pany copyrighted a new toy. They called it 
‘Lego’, Danish for 'leg godt', or play well. 
They can’t have foreseen the enormous, 
world-wide enthusiasm with which these 
little red clip-together building blocks 
would be greeted by children from about 
two years old to early teens. Toddlers would clip them together 
and imagine they were houses or lorries. Older children would 
build progressively more sophisticated structures, many with cogs, 
wheels and battery powered motors. 
 
Parents and grand-parents loved them, because they were a uni-
versally welcome gift, and even a youngster who already had 
some Lego was always glad to get some more. Mind you, little red 
bricks in odd places rapidly became a feature of many homes – 
under chairs and settees, in beds, and even turning up in the cat’s 
tray or the bath.  
 
Lego has been, for sixty years, a feature of any home with chil-
dren. It was also, I admit, the inspiration for a little children’s 
song which I wrote nearly 50 years ago, which was included in the 
BBC school song book. It was called ‘The Building Song’ and in-
cluded the immortal lines Everybody’s building, everybody’s build-
ing, Everybody’s building in a different way.  
 
Not, I agree, exactly Isaac Watts, but the tune, by Roger Hurrell, 
was catchy and it became very popular at school assemblies. Yes, 

we are all building 
– lives, character, 
personalities, 
friendships. After 
all, ‘made in God’s 
image’, what could 
we be but creator/
builders? We gath-
er, pick and 
choose – and like 
Lego, make some-
thing of all the 
bits! 
 
Parish Pump 
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The Peace of God 

A Poem of Hope for the New Year 

When war did cease upon the earth, 
The stars looked out, the heavens rang, 

The small Lord Jesus came to birth, 
A lilt of peace His Mother sang. 

 
A lilt of peace ‘mid snow-clad sheen, 
Goodness-peace, forgiveness of sin, 
Confession-peace, penitent-clean, 

Peace with God and the peace within. 
 

Peace with God and goodwill to men, 
The peace of triumph on the Tree, 

The rising peace that followed then, 
The peace of God for you and me. 

 
The peace of God, lake-waters by, 

The peace of God, mist o’er the sea, 
The peace of God, ascending high, 

The peace of God, unceasingly. 
 

From Poems of the Western  
Highlanders 



 

 

January 2018
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Noticeboard

Charity Bottle for January 
 

Maidstone Street Pastors 
 

See page 15 for details 

St Nicholas Fellowship 
 
 Friday 12th January 2.30pm 
‘Tower of London’ - Edna Tupper 
Contact Mike Garrett  for details 764913 

Men's Breakfast 
 

We will reconvene on 
Saturday 27th January 

 
8.30am—9.30am 

 
Full English! 

 
Brian 01622 759278 

 
 
 

Thursday 18th January 2.30pm 
 

Members Afternoon 

grapevinemaidstone@outlook.com

Scan QR code for direct access 
to our website!

Please support our advertisers and 
mention ‘Grapevine

responding!

Dates for Your Diaries!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Saturday 17th February
11.00am 



 

 

January 2018 
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OASIS Café & 
Mums & Babes  

@ St Nics 
10am –12 noon in the 
Church once a month  

on a Friday. 
An opportunity to relax and 
spend time with other new 

parents and members of the 
local community of all age!. 

Next meeting 
 

Friday 12th January 

Noticeboard 

Deadline for February Grapevine 
Wednesday 10th January 

Please send articles  
and information to 

Email:  
grapevinemaidstone@outlook.com 

Saturday Club 
Saturday 20th January 

10.00am—12 noon 
For all primary school children! 

grapevinemaidstone@outlook.com 

Scan QR code for direct access  
to our website! 

Please support our advertisers and  
mention ‘Grapevine ’ when  

responding! 

Dates for Your Diaries! 
 

Saturday 17th February 
11.00am - 1.30pm 
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Rotas for January 
LOCAL CHEMISTS’ ROTA 
 

Boots, King Street, Mon-Sat 8.30am-5.30pm, Thu 8.30am-8.00pm,  
Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm.   
Lloyds Pharmacy, Mid Kent Shopping Centre Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30 pm,  
Saturday 9am-5pm.   
Sainsbury's Pharmacy, until 10 pm Mon to Sat, normal opening times on    
Sunday.  

CHURCH ROTAS 
 

Sidespeople  
 8.00am  9.30am  10.00am  11.00am 
January w/e 
7 A Waddams     E Harrington 
 J Sargent     D & M Derry 
 
14    A Redford     R Froude 
    C McInnes     J Harlock 
 
21 D & B Davison    M Salvage 
       D Salvage   
       C Colyer 
 
28    I Redford     M Gentry 
    S Lavender     G Garrett 
    D Hayles  
     
     Sanctuary Cleaning    Flowers        
January w/e 
7  R Froude     S Tipping 
14        A Wylie 
21  A Hiam     P White     
28        J Nicholson    
             
         
Other Duties 
   Coffee         
January w/e 
7  Sarah Lavender & TBC 
14  John Tester / Anna Harries 
21  Margaret Fagg / Christine Colyer 
28  Rosemary & Michael Froude    
 
 

We commend to the loving care of our Lord 
 
 Alan Pennells  June Clifford  Alan Crawford Barbara Gilbert,  
  Gertrude Hockridge     Sylvia Oaks  
 

We welcome in to the family of the church 
 

Matilda Brown 



 

 

 

      

       Special  

       Local Offer 
 

If you are reading this then you qualify for 

our ‘Up To 50% discount’. 

Our local sales consultant Stephen Hackney 

lives in Allington and is designing free,  

no obligation quotations for 
 

• PVCu, Aluminium, Timber Windows & Doors  

• Secondary Glazing 

• Conservatories 

• Roofline 

• Flat Roofs 

• Garage Doors   

• Drive Ways 
 

'A' Rated+10 As Standard on our PVCu Windows 
 

LIFETIME GUARANTEE on PVCu Windows & Doors on all Sealed Units 

and PVCu white finish. 

For your  

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

Please call me direct and get an extra 10% off* 

STEPHEN HACKNEY 

07986 171982 

Stephen.Hackney@everest.co.uk 
 

*Up to 50% off list price dependent on order value and product  
ease call me direct  

and get an Extra 10% off *   
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                                     Tarmac - Gravel - Block 

 driveways & Groundworks 
  design - construction - maintenance 
 

AG Driveways are a Maidstone based company specialising in all 
types of groundwork from design through to construction. 

We also offer an aftercare service to keep your  
drive or patio always looking its’ best! 

We pride ourselves on carrying out our work to the highest  
of standards. No job is too big or too small  

and all our work carries a full guarantee. 
 

Mobile: 07710 010107 ~ Office: 01622 763538 
www.agdriveways.co.uk     email  agdriveways@aol.com 

 Block Paving 

 Tarmac 

 Tar and Grit 

 Drop Kerbs 

 Commercial Premises 

 Car Parks/Roads 

 Playground/Tennis Courts 

 Business Forecourts 

 High Pressure Cleaning System 

 White Lining 

Tom Woodhams 
Electrical Services 
 

. 
All aspects of electrical work  

undertaken, including - 
 

• Installations 

• Testing and inspection 

• Landlord inspections 

• PAT testing 

• Fault finding 

• Repairs 

• Extra sockets 

• Fuse box upgrades 

• Alterations 

• Mains powered smoke alarms 
 

All work carried out to a high standard. 
Clean, tidy & reliable service. 

Part P registered & fully insured. 
 

Phone – 07730 605338 
 

 
 
      Handmade curtains,  

                blinds and  
                accessories 

 

A friendly, professional service making 

bespoke soft furnishings for every room of 

your  home 

   
All curtain styles handmade   

    Roman blinds made to a perfect fit 
           A full measuring service 
           Fabric and design advice 

Cushions, pelmets  
and all matching soft furnishing                                                 

 
Very competitive rates 

 

Anna Harries                   01622 763685 

5 Birchwood Road   

annaharries@btinternet.com      
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J Norris Electrical Contractor 
All aspects of domestic electrical work  

undertaken by a trusted and qualified electrician  

with 20 years experience. 

• Emergency call outs  

• Fault finding 

• Rewires, full and partial 
• Sockets, indoor/outdoor lights 
• Fuse Board changes 
• Commercial enquiries welcome 
 
• Part P certification provided 

• All work NIC approved and certified 
 

Free no obligation quotes 

No job too large or too small 
 

J Norris Electrical Contractor 
 
Tel : 07966 511408                                                                             

E-mail: jnorriselectrical@gmail.com 

Stuart Plumbing & 
Heating Services 

 

99 Poplar Grove, Allington 
Mobile: 07956  355012  
Home:01622 609101 

 
 

Mr S Orridge 
ACOP Qualified 

 
 
 
 

‘Institute of Plumbing 
~ 
  Kent Plumber  
   of the Year’ 

 

Gas Council Reg.  
Formerly Corgi 

27 

‘THE AERIAL MAN’ 
 

Family business - established 38 years 
 

Prop: R N Ashley 
 
 

DIGITAL TV AERIAL SERVICES 
inc. 1st class aerial services 

 

Your Local TV/Radio Aerial Specialist 
 

Special rates for Senior Citizens 
 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE, XTRA POINTS  
FULLY INSURED 

 

 Enjoy your free digital channels 
 

 Also Ditton, Larkfield, Leybourne 
        

 Tel: 01732 883542   or:  01622 871614 



 

 

Billy Smith 
 

For all your Building  
& Property Repairs  

 

 
Kitchens  -  Bathrooms  -   

All Plumbing Works  -   
Plastering  -  Electrical  -   

Carpentry  -  Tiling     
Flooring 

Painting &  Decorating (inside 
and out!)  

 
01622 678376  or  

07790 113868 
For a friendly  

personal service 
 

3 Birchwood Road 
Allington ME16 0BB 

ALLINGTON MARINA 
 

Boat Sales 
 

Chandlery 
 

Calor Gas 
 

Gas Oil 
 

Craning 
 

Engineers 
 

Mooring  
 

For all your 
gas supplies! 

We stock all cylinder sizes,  
regulators and hoses.  
Open 7 days a week  

Collection only    

01622 752057 
Castle Road, Allington ME16 0NH 
sales@allingtonmarina.com 

www.allingtonmarina.com 

‘The Small Business Champions’ 

• Start-up Advice 

• Fixed Fees agreed in advance 

• Flexible Payments 

• Companies / Partnerships 

• CIS / Self Employed 

• Landlords / Corp Tax 

• Income Tax / PAYE / VAT 

• Flexible Meetings 
 

Call Gary Richards for a friendly, 
free initial discussion without  

obligation on  

0845 521-2241 
Larkfield - by the banks 

Free parking at rear 
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Need a Good Plasterer? 
 

• 15 years experience 

• Plastering & Reskim over Artex 

• Dry lining   

• Coving 

• Plaster boarding 

• Painting & Decorating 

• Renovation Work 

• Hours To Suit You 

• Helpful Honest Advice 

• Clean & Reliable 
 

 FREE ESTIMATES 
 

David Terry 
Tel: 01622 661780 
Mob: 07971 919694 

www.davidterry-plastering.co.uk 
 

17 Farleigh Court, Farleigh Lane 
Maidstone ME16 9BJ 

 

 
 
 
 
CLEAN- ING, 
SUPPLYING & FITTING OF CARPETS IN 

YOUR AREA & ALL TYPES OF FLOOR-
ING 

* Leather & Upholstery Cleaning  
*Stain Resistant Treatments * Flame  

Retardant Treatments * Persian &  
Oriental Rugs * Curtains Cleaned * Hard 

Floor Maintenance * Restore & Sand Floors 
 

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 
WITH A REPUTATION FOR  
 RELIABILITY & PRO- FESSIONAL  
EXPERTISE 

 
www.austinservices.co.uk 

   

KV Cleaning Services 
 

Keep your home spotless 
With a reliable friendly 

professional service 
 

Cleaning, tidying, sorting 
and any personal requests 

 
CALL KERRY 
07956 469907/01622 716721 
Email: kerryvinten@outlook.com 
References on request 
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J KIRBY ELECTRICAL 
FLORENCE ROAD MAIDSTONE KENT ME16 8EN 

01622 755549 
I have lived in Maidstone all my life. I have been in the electrical 

trade since 1965, and have run my own company since 1993. I now 
specialise in fault finding, upgrading or replacement of fittings, 

supplied by myself or the customer. No job is too small. 
 

Over the past 20 years, I have been privileged to have had  
St Nicholas Church as a customer. I have maintained the electrical 
installations in the church and halls.   
 

I am now offering special rates for readers of the ‘Grapevine’  
magazine. On production of a current copy of the Grapevine, the 

following rates will apply.  Cheques accepted, no VAT. 
 

 £50 for Attendance and the first hour, £40 per hour or part after-
wards, White fittings £5.00 to £15 each, I am happy to fit lights and 
fittings supplied by the customer. Written estimates are available 

for even the smallest job. 
 

grapevine@jke.uk.com    I can help—Call me!         www.jke.uk.com 

          01622 755549                                       07860 221995      
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Friendly family run fencing company that will take care of all of 
your domestic fencing needs.   

We can supply and fit any of the following: 
 Closed Board 
 Fence Panels 
 Post & Rail 
 Gates 

 Trellis                      Member of Trust A Trader 
We can supply and fit both concrete or wooden posts  

as per your needs 

MW Fencing 

For a free quotation please contact  
Mark Wooler 

01732 844671 or 07973 843198 
Email  mwfencing2011@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 
 
 

From a 

dripping tap, to full gas central heating, 
bathroom suites,  

full upgrades on heating, including new 
condensing boilers. 

07909 673587 
01622 764776 

49 Allington Way, Allington 
●Gas Safe registered 

●Free Quotes     ●No call out charge 
●All work is fully insured and guaranteed 

● Plumbing & Heating●  
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K. B. BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
FOR THE COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 

(Specialists in Cox Brothers Conversions & Extensions Since 1979) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXTENSIONS & LOFT CONVER-
SIONS OBTAINING ALL PLANNING 

AND BUILDING REGULATION APPROVALS 
 

ALTERATIONS, REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE OBTAINING  
   ALL ELECTRICAL AND HEATING CERTIFICATES  

  
KITCHEN & BATHROOMS TO FULL BUILDING REGS 

 
FREE QUOTATIONS 

 

59, Maxwell Drive, Allington, Maidstone, Kent ME16 0QY 

Telephone: 01622 762410 
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Based in Allington 
 

From 1 - 8 Passengers 
 

Local trips and 
Airport Transfers 

 
Major credit cards accepted 

 
01622 76 55 55 
07930 28 12 29 

email smbtaxis@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

www.smbprivatehiretaxi.com 

 
BARBARA LUDDEN 

BOOKEEPING 
 

Friendly, Local bookkeeper  
in Allington  

 
Offering all  

Bookkeeping Services  
to Sole Traders  

and  
Limited companies 

 
Please contact me by email or 

telephone for any  
further queries or questions. 

 
Barbara.ludden@yahoo.co.uk 

07584245419 
AAT Licenced Bookkeeper 



 

 

Mobile Hairdresser  
Have your hair done in the  
comfort of your own home,  

by a friendly and reliable traditional 
ladies hairdresser! 

Competitive prices for Perms, Sets, 
Colouring,  

Cuts & Blow Dries! 
Please call TRACY  

for an appointment. 
01622 754420 
07879 810970 

TV & Video Repairs 
 

Brian Osmer 
Maidstone 683784 

I can set up your new TV and  
demonstrate it working or  
repair and replace your old  

remote control. 

 
A. M. Freiter 

Painting & Decorating Ser-
vices 
        * City & Guilds qualified      
        * 32 years experience 
        * All aspects of internal  
     and external work undertaken 

Call me for a free quote.    
Tel: 01622 747296         
Mob: 07729573024 

 

 Blue Dragon 

Plumbing and Heating 
 

 

City and Guilds Qualified and Gas Safe Registered 
 

Boilers, Gas fire, Gas Cookers, Bathrooms, kitchens, Radiator, stopcock 
changing, installation & servicing of all types of showers, hot water  

cylinders, cold water cisterns, outside taps, blocked sinks, dripping taps, 
leaks etc 

 

Free estimates.   No call out charge.   No job to small. 
 

All work guaranteed 
 

Call Steve on: Mobile: 0793 8584443 
 Home: 01622 750176 

                 

34 



 

 

PRESSURE CLEANING 
• Block & Concrete Drives 

• Patios & Decking 

• Paths & Walls 
 

Improve the appearance of  

your home! 
 

Refresh that tired looking   

driveway! 
 

Unsightly weeds and  

moss eliminated 
 

Block drives re-sanded 
 

No job too small 

Free quotations 

Seton Specialist Cleaning 

01622 756017 

07443 894580 
www.setonspecialistcleaning.co.uk 
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    LOCAL SESSIONS IN ALLINGTON! 

 

Tuesdays 10.00am 

St Nicholas Church (Small Hall) 

Poplar Grove, Allington 

Call Emma  07931 747183 

 
Tuesdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Allington Community Association 

Castle Road, Allington 

Call Vanessa  07712 647797 

 

www.slimmingworld.co.uk 
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Family run business, serving Maidstone & Mid-Kent,  

friendly & reliable. 
 

Gutter & Roof Repairs   
Gutter Installations 
Moss Removal & Gutter Clearance 
Roof Cleaning 
UPVC Cleaning 
Fascia & Soffit Installations 

 

Tel: 01622 431791 
Find us online:www.rooflinespecialist.co.uk 
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Specialist Fitness Classes  

 
 Aerial Hoop  Aerial Yoga/Fitness  Pilates 
Pole  Yoga   Boogie Bounce  Ashtanga 

Hot Yoga  Circus Circuits  Aerobics 
Personal Training  Pre-Natal Yoga 

 
Please see website for timetable and bookings 

pay as you go or memberships  
www.HeavenlyFitness.co.uk 
Jane@HeavenlyFitness.co.uk    

Jane 07711790101  Studio  01622 297076 
Unit 2 (First Floor), Bridge Industrial Estate, 

Wharf Rd, Tovil, Maidstone ME15 6RR 

mailto:Jane@HeavenlyFitness.co.uk


 

 

MAIDSTONE DANCE 
STUDIOS LTD 

 

Teaching in a professional but  
enjoyable manner since 1963 

 

Ballet, Hip Hop, Modern,  
Street Jazz and Tap 

Taught by our five fully  
qualified Teachers 

 
Classes available six days of the 

week at various locations -  
Allington, Bearsted, Coxheath and 

Madginford or our two Dance  
Studios close to the town centre 

 

 

Pupils taken from 21/2 years  
to Adults 

Dance for Fun, Dance for 
Fitness, or take  

ISTD Examinations 
 
 

For further information 

Call 01622 746835 

  

NS Computing 
 

For all your computer needs. 
If your computer is running slow or 
has broken down, if you need advice 

on a new computer,  
wireless connection or system  
upgrade call Nick Sargent on  

07884 002141 

 

identics 

d e n t a l  s u r g e r y 
 

Local Dental Practice now open 
 

Affordable monthly payment plans 
 

Relaxed comfortable environment 
 

Call or pop in  
for more information 

 
 

1 Odiham Drive 
Allington, Maidstone, Kent 

Tel: 01622 669345 
info@identicsdentalcare.co.uk 
www.identicsdentalcare.co.uk 

PINEBANK  
VETERINARY SURGERY 

Mr N J Pennefather BVSc MRCVS 
Mrs J Pennefather RVN MBVNA 

SOLE VETERINARY SURGEON 
Pet Passports - Full Facilities 

AMPLE PARKING 
 

Consultation by Appointment 

01622 755098 
www.pinebankvet.co.uk 

David Bloomfield 
Painter and Decorator 

 
Over 25 years experience. 

No job too small. 
Reasonable rates.   
Free estimates. 

 
Telephone: 01622 690177 

Local Reliable  
Lady Cleaner 

to help with  
your housework 

Weekly or Fortnightly 
£10.00 per hour - minimum 2 hours 

Please phone Carol on  
01622 695118  or  07757 508007 

For further details 
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     Lucy’s Florist 

Flowers for All Occasions 

 

Bouquets & Gifts  

with same day delivery 

 

Funeral flowers  

with free home visit! 

 

Just call Lucy on  01622 356692 

Email  lucyofarrell@live.co.uk 

 

For flowers , ideas and online shop visit 
lucyasflorist.co.uk 

Allington based and serving the whole of Maidstone 

An Independent Funeral Director 

Penenden Heath 
01622 662661 
4 Hillary Road, 

Penenden Heath,  
Maidstone, Kent ME14 2JP 

Paul J. Rowland 
 

                            
 

Funeral Directors Ltd. 
Allington 

01622 757177 
15 Mid Kent Shopping Centre,  

Castle Road, Allington,  
Maidstone, Kent ME16 0PU 

24 Hours a Day ~ 365 Days a Year 
Serving the community of Allington, Maidstone  

and the surrounding areas. 
We offer a full range of services and facilities, 

home arrangements at your convenience.  
             Free car parking 

Company Director: Paul J. Rowland 
www.pauljrowlandfuneraldirectors.co.uk 



 

 

MATTHEW WATTS 
 

ROOFING CONTRACTOR 
 

For all your Roofing needs! 
 

LEADWORK, ROOF RENEWALS, TILING,  
SLATING, FLAT ROOFS, CEDAR SHINGLES,  

SOFFITS & FASCIAS, GUTTERING,  
CHIMNEY REMOVALS/REPAIRS. 

 

For a free quotation 
 

Tel:  01622 661862 

Mobile:  07739 185920 
 

20+ years experience 
 

131 London Road, Allington, Maidstone, Kent, ME16 0HF 
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Small, family-run residential home  •   All rooms en-suite  •   
Varied activities programme  •  Day Care and Respite Care available 

Tel/01622 751620  •  Fax/01622 692161  •  email/fairlawnreshome@aol.com  •  
www.fairlawnrh.co.uk  

327 Queens Road, Maidstone, Kent, ME16 0ET  



 

 

MAIDSTONE ROOFING & REPAIRS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

01622 861564 · 01732 668008 

Family Run Business · 07889 255813 
info@allingtonroofing.co.uk · www.allingtonroofing.co.uk 

• Roofs overhauled and repaired  

• Felt Flat Roofing 

• Chimney Stacks Repointed and  

 Repaired 

• Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 

• Small Repairs  

A L L I N G T O N  
R O O F I N G 
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  ● Bathroom & Shower Installations    

  ● Boiler Services 

   ● Boiler Changes & Upgrades 

   ● Full Central Heating Systems 

   ● Water Softeners 

   ● Walk in baths  

   ● Adaptations for Disability 

   ● New Taps / Outside Taps 

   ● Power Showers 

   ● Guttering Repairs 

   ● Tiling 

  ● Additional Radiators 

  ● Free Quotes 

  & more...please feel free to enquire 
 

01622 747898 

 
 

Email: info@coopercoplumbingandheating.co.uk 

Website: ww.cooperplumbinbgandheating.co.uk 

   

 DES - DURANT   Building Services 
Medway Trading Standards Accredited 

Traditional & Modern Works 
     • FREE  INITIAL INSPECTION  

     • ALL Roof Repairs - Felt/ Tiles/ Slate 

     • ALL Rendering Work & Internal Plastering 

     • ALL Damp Problems Solved 

     • ALL Basement & Cellar Conversions (creating dry rooms) 

     • ALL Traditional Lathe Timbering  ALL Lime Work, Haired  & Unhaired 

     •     BEST Covering All General  Building Conversions & Alterations 

     •     BEST Prices - EXCELLENT SERVICE 7 DAYS A WEEK 
 

Tel: 01634 306033 
Mob: 07956 586697 

Email: desdurant@hotmail.co.uk 
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E B Garden  
Services 

 

All fencing and tree work 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

●All types of fencing renewed and repaired● 
●All kinds of trees topped, felled and pruned● 

●Hedges pruned and trimmed● 
●Regular lawn mowing● 

●Turfing● 
●Rough gardens put in order● 

●Patios, paths and drives pressure washed● 
●Patios laid● 

●Sheds repaired and treated● 
●Shed bases● 

●General  property maintenance● 
●Gutters cleaned out● 

_____________________________ 

 

No job too big or too small  
— we do them all 

 

Don’t delay phone today 
 

Direct line:- 

0780 050 4442 

Free 
Estimates 
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             ACA  Castle Road 
 Maidstone ME16 0NN 
    
     Why not come and see  
               what  we have to offer! 

 
   Licensed Bar with Sky Sports &  

  BT Sports  
   Family bar and Function Hall   

  available for hire    
   Lounge Bar over 18's only -  
   also available for  wakes 
   ( Catering available upon request)  

Monday - Friday  
 ACA Playgroup (Term time only)     Call Katie          07545  556290 
 
Mondays & Wednesdays 
 ZUMBA 7.30pm         Call Clalre         07812  564460 
 
Tuesday’s 
Orchard Club for the over 60’s 1.30pm   Call Pat         01622  673633 
Slimming World  5.30pm & 7.30pm   Call Vanessa    07712  647797  
 
Wednesday’s    
 Whist Drive 1.00pm         Call Joy              01622  761346 
 
Thursday’s 
 Bingo 7.15pm     Call Joy              01622  761346 
Eucher Cards (Lounge Bar) 7.00pm  Call Julie            07813  956187 
 
Saturday’s 
Kungfoo (6-11yrs 9.30am)    Call Neil           07980  945378 
         (11-15yrs 10.30am) 
 
Sunday’s 
Bingo 8.00pm      Call Joy         01622  761346 

 
 

Adult £34  Adult & Spouse £46 (inc admin fee) 
Family  - Adult & spouse plus 1 child (second child free)  £58 

(all to reside at same address) 
Juniors £22 Senior (Over 60) £22 Senior & Spouse £34 

Keep up to date with what’s going on ! 

 
 

Email  secretary@aca-club.co.uk   Telephone  01622  673633 



 

 

WHERE AND WHEN — ORGANISATIONS IN THE PARISH 
Mondays:         Tel.enquiries 
Quilting Group   9.00am - 12.00pm ~ Small Hall   2nd, 4th, 5th 710829 
Zumba    9.15am - 10.30am    07999 444045 
Allara Tai Chi           11.30am - 12.30pm    756475 
Allara Painting   2.00pm - 4.00pm ~ Small Hall    662707  
Allara Kurling   2.00pm -  5.00pm 2nd & 4th  686305 
Flair School of Dance  4.00pm - 6.00pm ~ Small Hall   07713 260452 
J R Fitness Classes  8.15pm - 9.15pm ~ Main Hall   07746 082182 
2nd Allington Rainbows  4.30pm - 5.30pm @ Allington School     685264 
Weight Watchers  6.15pm - 8.15pm              07888 740221 
4th Allington Brownies  6.00pm - 7.30pm @ Allington School  686527 
1st Allington Guides  7.15pm - 8.45pm ~ Small Hall   672985 
Beavers    6.00pm - 7.00pm ~ Small Hall   07846  600953 
Tuesdays:- 
Allington Community Market 1.00pm - 4.00pm ~ Main Hall   07802 495066 
Slimming World           9.45am - 11.45am ~ Small Hall   07770 700688 
Parent & Toddler Group  9.30am - 11.30am    07527 743438 
1st Allington Brownies  5.45pm - 7.30pm    685007 
Kettlebridge Clog Dancing 8.00pm - 10.30pm    727147 
Allington Scouts  7.30pm - 9.00pm ~ Small Hall   07846  600953 
Allara Sequence Dancing  2.00pm - 4.00pm ~ 1st & 2nd    756475 
Allara     1.00pm - 4.30pm~ 3rd      756475 
Simply Pilates   6.00pm - 7.00pm ~ Small Hall   07845 442885 
Wednesdays:- 
Zumba    9.15am—10.15am    07999 444045 
Quilting Group             9.30am - 12.30pm ~ Small Hall  2nd,4th,5th 710829 
Quilting Friends   9.30am - 12.30pm~ Small Hall 1st & 3rd 744170 
Allara Keep Fit          11.00am - 12.00noon    756475 
2nd Allington Brownies  6.15pm - 7.45pm    753563 
Maidstone Dance Academy   3.15pm - 6.15 Hall & 4.00 - 6.00 ~ Small Hall 746835  
WI    7.30pm       ~ Small Hall 3rd  721170 
Thursdays:- 
Adults Tap Dance   9.45am - 10.45am    746835 
NHS Retirement Fellowship  11.00am - 1.00pm ~ 1st   670240 
Allara           10.00am - 12.00 ~ Small Hall 1st   756475 
Creative Art & Textiles  Various times     695769 
K Active Ret Fellowship        1.00pm - 4.30pm ~ 2nd               673018 
Knights Beavers  6.00pm - 7.00pm ~ Main Hall   07846  600953 
Cub Scouts   6.30pm - 8.00pm @ Allington School           07846  600953 
2nd Allington Guides  7.00pm - 8.45pm ~ Small Hall   685264 
Allington Garden Club   7.30pm - 9.30pm ~ 1st     01622 754855 
Mid Kent Fuchsia Group  7.15pm - 10.15pm  ~ 2nd    01795 539722  
Mothers’ Union    2.30pm - 4.30pm  ~ 3rd       678312 
Maidstone Camera Club  7.30pm - 10.00pm ~ Last    764139 
Fridays:- 
Zumba    9.15am - 11.15am ~ Small Hall   07999  444045 
Musical Playtime  10.00am - 11.00am     669400       
St Nicholas Fellowship   2.30pm - 4.30pm ~ 2nd                      764913/762548 
Church Choir Practice  6.45pm - in church    678312 
Drama Group   8.00pm - 10.00pm    750073 
Simply Pilates   2.15pm - 3.00pm ~ Small Hall   07845 442885 
Saturdays:- 
1st Allington Rainbows  9.00am - 10.00am ~ Small Hall   07742  846625 
Hearty Quilters   9.00am - 1.00pm  ~ 1st    01732  823383 
Clouds Youth Group  1.30pm - 4.30pm ~ Small Hall   07886 566984 
Children’s Saturday Club    10.00am - 12 noon 4 – 11 years old ~ 3 rd    07951 777854  
Mid Kent Metal Detecting Club  6.30pm-10pm ~ 2nd                     01233 612312 
Men’s Breakfast   8.30am - 9.45am  Last Saturday  759278 

 
All information is for reference only and may be subject to change  
- please check for further information regarding hall availability 

with the Church Office on 01622 299715 
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3 Wed 8.30am Morning Prayer 

  10.00am Holy Communion with Mothers’ Union 

  7.30pm Evening Prayer 

4 Thur 9.00am Prayer Space 

7 Sun 8.00am Holy Communion 

  10.00am Morning Worship 

  5.00pm OASIS - Bangers Bonfire and Christingle 

8 Mon 8.30am Morning Prayer 

10 Wed 8.30am Morning Prayer 

  10.00am Holy Communion 

  7.30pm Evening Prayer 

11 Thur 9.00am Prayer Space 

14 Sun 9.30am OASIS 

  11.00am Holy Communion 

15 Mon 8.30am Morning Prayer 

17 Wed 8.30am Morning Prayer 

  10.00am Holy Communion 

  7.30pm Evening Prayer 

18 Thur 9.00am Prayer Space 

21 Sun 8.00am Holy Communion 

  10.00am OASIS Communion  

22 Mon 8.30am Morning  Prayer 

24 Wed 8.30am Morning Prayer 

  10.00am Holy Communion 

  7.30pm Evening Prayer 

25 Thur 9.00am Prayer Space 

28 Sun 9.30am OASIS 

  11.00am Holy Communion 

29 Mon 8.30am Morning  Prayer 

31 Wed 8.30am Morning Prayer 

  10.00am Holy Communion 

  7.30pm Evening Prayer 

    

    


